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Eurasia-Pacific Uninet is a network which aims at establishing contacts 
and scientific partnerships between Austrian universities, universities of 
applied sciences, other research institutions and member institutions in 
East Asia, Central Asia, South Asia and the Pacific region. With its 
member institutions, the network promotes multilateral scientific 
cooperation, joint research projects, conferences, faculty and student 
exchange. Eurasia-Pacific Uninet supports the concept of Austrian 
higher education policy with its focus on excellence.
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The  Eurasia-Pacific  Uninet  takes  great 
pride  in  the  fact  that  all  Mongolian 
Universities are members of the network, 
all  of  them  regularly  participate  in 
network  activities  such  as  the  plenary 
meetings,  project  activities  and 
scholarship  programmes.  The  Austrian 
Centre  at  the  Mongolian  University  of 
Science and Technology is a vital part in 
coordinating Eurasia-Pacific Uninet issues 
in  Mongolia  and  fosters  an  in  depth 
cooperation  between  the  respective 
Mongolian  and  Austrian  partner 

universities. While the cooperation encompasses a great many fields, there are certain focal 
areas meriting specific mention, such as the grassland activities, which bring together all 
the members of the network on the initiative of Eurasia-Pacific Uninet.
 
But  also other  activities  of  Mongolian scientists  are well  documented and received in 
Austria.  The  grand  Genghis  Khan  exhibit  in  Lower  Austria’s  ‘Schallaburg’  provided 
valuable insights into Mongolian and Austrian history and early contact between these 
otherwise  far  apart  countries  to  a  vast  Austrian  audience,  as  a  cooperation  between 
Mongolian and Austrian Scientists, Tourism management as well as national and regional 
government  in  2006.  Other  historical  ties  are  time and again  examined,  revisited  and 
presented to a public audience in the form of exhibitions, shows and other cultural and 
historical showcases.
Next to these examples there also is a longstanding cooperation between the Academies of 
Science, a most fruitful and intensive relationship to which especially Katharina Lang has 
invested a vast amount of effort with respect to Mongolian heritage.
Also the efforts and achievements of the universities of veterinary medicine, who brought 
together Mongolian, Austrian and other scientists on a theme only recently is well worth 
mentioning. 
Summer schools, which are held on either side and focus on bringing together young 
people and scientists under cultural, scientific and social auspices and opening their eyes 
to the beauty of nature, giving them an  veterinary medicine, who brought together 
Mongolian, Austrian and other scientists on a theme only recently is well worth 
mentioning. 



Summer  schools,  which  are  held  on  either  side  and focus  on  bringing  together  young 
people and scientists under cultural, scientific and social auspices and opening their eyes to 
the beauty of nature, giving them an international understanding and the communicating to 
them the  necessity  to  cooperate  in  peace,  while  keeping  in  mind  history  and  cultural 
heritage.
 
Finally the Mongolian-Austrian days are a further centre of Austrian activities in and with 
Mongolia. Next to the joyous events of sharing in music, dance, opera and other forms of 
art  and  culture,  there  are  also  workshops  on  art  restoration,  university  management, 
traditional  medicine  and  other  fields.  The  Mongolian-Austrian  days  serve  to  show  an 
intensive and good cooperation between both countries on multiple levels and spanning 
across a wide range of themes, with everyone able to enjoy the uniqueness of the other, 
expanding on their horizon and sowing deeper and increased cooperation for the future, a 
result that is well reflected in the Eurasia-Pacific Uninet’s motto of ‘Crossling-Connect-
Comprehend’.

J. Batsuuri
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Editorial
Dear colleague from our network university,

Eurasia-Pacific-Uninet has reached its 15th year of existence. 
The concept of connecting Austria,  a small  country in the 
heart  of  Europe  with  Asian  Universities  has  successfully 
grown over these years. Supported by the Austrian Federal 
Ministry  of  Science,  Research  and  Economy  joint 
workshops, fellowships and exchange activities represent the 
many  activities  that  contribute  to  setting  up  a  stable 
connection in between the partners. 
Thank  you  for  actively  participating  in  our  network  and  the  related  joint-scientific 
activities.  This  report  aims  at  showcasing  the  broad  spectrum  of  scientific  activities 
housed  within  our  network.  Our  efforts  are  made  possible  by  a  dedicated   team that 
contribute to organising the activities, a network office in Austria, which connects to the 
different Austrian universities and an Austrian curatory, a board of representatives that 
disseminates information, provides ideas and encourages exchange activities. The Austrian 
student  exchange office OeAD administers  our  fellowships and workshop costs.  Their 
experience in administering fellowships and providing student homes represents a benefit 
for the individual student. 
Different  universities  in  our  member  countries,  particularly  in  China  have  helped  by 
establishing centers at universities, which provide focused activities. 
This year saw two large scale activities, a scientific workshop on the occasion of 15 years 
of  our  network  and  the  5th  Plenary  Meeting  that  took  place  in  Vienna.  About  200 
representatives  from  all  partner  institutions  contributed  their  experiences  to  the 
development of the network. 
About 50 projects were initiated by the Austrian side and their activities are highlighted in 
the report. The projects depicted cover all fields of academic activities including natural 
sciences, medical sciences, arts, music, social sciences, languages, law, humanities and so 
forth.
The fellowship programme, which facilitates PhD candidates or post docs  research at 
Austrian universities is supported by the Ernst Mach-Eurasia-Pacific fellowships. Many 
scientists  apply  and  achieve  this  support.  The  follow  up  of  these  activities  shows 
continuing cooperations and publications among the partners. 
The network is present on its home page, on social media like facebook and wechat. Any 
contribution is welcome to increase the interactions and flourishing of our joint activities. 
We hope that our intentions contribute to a peaceful scientific development in our member 
countries and fit together with developing concepts as eg. The One Belt One Road concept 
of China. We hope that growing contributions from our member countries will  further 
nourish these scientific activities. 
So our team wishes you fruitful information and stimulation when reading our annual 
report. 

With kind regards, 
Wolf-Dieter Rausch
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About Eurasia-Pacific Uninet
Do you want to know more? Visit:
www.eurasiapacific.net

Eurasia-Pacific  Uninet  is  a  network,  which  aims  at  establishing  contacts  and  scientific 

partnerships between Austrian universities, universities of applied sciences, other research 

institutions and member institutions in East Asia, Central Asia, South Asia and the Pacific 

region.  The  network  was  founded  in  the  year  2000  and  is  strongly  supported  by  the 

Austrian  Federal  Ministry  of  Science  and  Research  and  the  Austrian  Agency  for 

International Cooperation in Education and Research and features a close cooperation with 

the Austrian Ministry for European and International Affairs.

 

With over 160 member institutions in Austria, China, the Democratic People’s Republic of 

Korea, the Republic of Korea, Mongolia, the Russian Federation, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 

Uzbekistan,  Tajikistan,  Nepal,  Bhutan  and  India  the  network  promotes  multilateral 

scientific cooperation and exchange between its  members.  Eurasia-Pacific Uninet  is  the 

biggest sovereign university network of its kind in Europe.
 

Eurasia-Pacific Uninet supports:

- scientific, economic and cultural relations between Austria and the target countries

- R&D activities of multinational companies 

- visiting professorships

- reciprocal acknowledgement of study degrees and programmes

Eurasia-Pacific Uninet supplies:

- research scholarships for member institutions

- contacts between government agencies, educational institutions and companies

- intercultural expertise through intensive programmes and courses

Eurasia-Pacific Uninet initiates:

- joint research centres
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- research scholarships for member institutions

- contacts between government agencies, educational institutions and companies

- intercultural expertise through intensive programmes and courses

Eurasia-Pacific Uninet initiates:

- joint research centres

- joint schools for teaching, research and training

- development of joint curricula and double degree programmes

-  research  activities  by  means  of  workshops,  seminars  and  conferences  and  through  the 

exchange of scientists among member institutions.
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Outline Map of Eurasia-Pacific Uninet 
Member Institutions

161 Members of Eurasia-Pacific Uninet

A Austria – 41 Member Institutions

China – 69 Member Institutions
   PR China – 65 Member Institutions
   Taiwan, China – 4 Member Institutions
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea – 2 Member Institutions 
Republic of Korea – 3 Member Institutions
Mongolia – 6 Member Institutions 
Russian Federation – 8 Member Institutions
Kazakhstan – 5 Member Institutions
Kyrgyzstan - 8 Member Institutions
Uzbekistan – 2 Member Institutions
Tajikistan – 4 Member Institutions
Nepal – 4 Member Institutions
Bhutan – 1 Member Institution
India – 8 Member Institutions
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7



New Members

China 

Mongolia  
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The Austrian Agency for International Cooperation In Education & 
Research (OeAD-GmbH)

For further information please visit: www.oead.at

OeAD Cooperation Office, Shanghai supports EPU
The  Eurasia-Pacific  Uninet  (EPU,  www.eurasiapacific.net)  was  celebrating  the  15th 
anniversary of its founding in 2015. It is an important element of the scientific relations 
between “the country in the middle of Europe”, Austria and the “Middle Country”, China. 
Building upon the concept of scientific partnership between the universities in the member 
states the EPU has grown and now has over 150 member universities. 59 of these higher 
education institutions are in China and 41 in Austria. Each year the network supports over 
60 scientific projects in the fields of technology, natural sciences, humanities, art and music. 
The diversity of these projects is not just down to the large number of partner universities 
but also thanks to the undying efforts of the individual researchers who actually make these 
projects possible.

The Eurasia-Pacific Uninet is constantly striving to attain a high level of scientific quality in 
its projects. This is guaranteed by the careful selection of the EPU board of trustees, which 
is made up of professors from all of the Austrian member institutions. The second pillar of 
the EPU is its scholarship programmes. Since 2015 these programmes have been embedded 
within  the  Ernst  Mach  Programme,  operated  by  the  Austrian  Agency  for  International 
Cooperation in Education & Research (OeAD-GmbH). These programmes make it possible 
for  Chinese  PhD students  and  postdocs,  once  they  have  successfully  gone  through the 
selection procedure, to carry out research at the highest level in Austria.
Since then examinations have been held at  least  twice a  year  for  the Austrian German 
Language Diploma (ÖSD) in  the OeAD Cooperation Office,  Shanghai.  The centre  also 
represents the interests of the Eurasia-Pacific Uninet (EPU) in Shanghai. From providing 
advice on scholarships to initiating exchange programmes, the Austrian Centre deals with 
mobility,  educational  exchanges  and  higher  education  marketing.  In  order  to  foster 
cooperation  between  Chinese  and  Austrian  scientists,  Alexandra  Wagner  organises 
conferences and workshops on various topics and help to facilitate contact between Austrian 
and Chinese higher education institutions.
 

Congratulations to the 15th anniversary and warm wishes for a successful 
future. 

Stefan Zotti, General Director

The Austrian Agency for International Cooperation in Education & Research (OeAD-
GmbH)
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The Team of Eurasia-Pacific Uninet

Eurasia-Pacific Uninet Head Office
Veterinary Medical University Vienna
Veterinaerplatz 1
1210 Vienna
Austria/Europe

Eurasia-Pacific Uninet - Administrative Office 
Vienna
Centre for International Cooperation and 
Mobility
Ebendorferstrasse 7
1010 Vienna
Austria/Europe
 

President
Ao. Univ.-Prof. Dr. Wolf-Dieter Rausch
University of Veterinary Medicine Vienna
Tel.: +43-1-25077-4209
Fax: +43-1-25077-4290
E-mail: wolf.rausch@vetmeduni.ac.at

Honorary President
Univ. Prof. Dr. Brigitte Winklehner
E-mail: brigitte.winklehner@sbg.ac.at 
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Eurasia-Pacific Uninet –
Headoffice Vienna

President
Ao. Univ.-Prof. Dr. Wolf-Dieter Rausch
University of Veterinary Medicine Vienna
Tel.: +43-1-25077-4209
Fax: +43-1-25077-4290
E-mail:    wolf.rausch@vetmeduni.ac.at

Project Manager
Padraig Lysaght Bakk. MA
University of Veterinary Medicine Vienna
Tel.: +43-1-25077-4209
Fax: +43-1-25077-4290
E-mail: padraig.lysaght@vetmeduni.ac.at

Project Manager
Yueyue Shang-Hütter
University of Veterinary Medicine Vienna
Tel.: +43-1-25077-4209
Fax: +43-1-25077-4290
E-mail:  yueyue.shang-huetter@vetmeduni.ac.at 

Eurasia-Pacific Uninet –
OEAD Office

Project Manager
Mag. Michael Glatzl
OEAD GmbH
Tel.: +43-1- 53408-472
Fax: +43-1- 53408-499
E-mail:  michael.glatzl@oead.at 
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Project Manager
Mag. Svetlana Kim
OEAD GmbH
Tel.: +43-1- 53408471
Fax: +43-1- 53408-499
E-mail:  svetlana.kim@oead.at 

Eurasia-Pacific Uninet –
Beijing Team

Project Manager
Ms CHEN Yilin 

E-mail: lemonteapan@sina.com

Project Manager
Dr. WANG Feixue

E-mail: wfx_happy@163.com

Eurasia-Pacific Uninet –
Mongolia Team

Project Manager
Ms Gegentana MA

E-mail: ggtn379799591@aliyun.com

Liaison Professor
Prof. Sarantuya Tsedenbamba

E-mail: saraa@must.edu.mn
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Network Offices of Eurasia-Pacific Uninet

The very first network office of Eurasia-Pacific Uninet in China was established in the 
year 2005. As a result of a close relation and cooperation with Fudan University for almost 
ten  years,  the  Austrian  Centre  at  Fudan  University  was  opened  in  September  2005, 
attended by former Austrian Minister of Education, Science and Culture, Mrs. Elisabeth 
Gehrer and Fudan University Vice-President, Prof. Wang Weiping.
In 2006 the network offices in Beijing, Xi’an and Yangling were founded.
In September 2007, in the course of the opening of the Sino-Austrian Collaborating Centre 
for Chinese Medical Sciences, another network office was opened at the China Academy 
of Chinese Medical Sciences. Other network offices in China, Mongolia and the Kyrgyz 
Republic followed in 2008, 2009, as well as in 2010. 
Eurasia-Pacific Uninet would like to thank Fudan University, Tongji University, Peking 
University  Health  Science  Centre,  Beijing  Municipal  Education  Commission,  China 
Academy of Chinese Medical Sciences, Beijing Jiaotong University, Northwest University 
Xi`an,  Northwest  A&F  University,  Yangling,  Nanjing  Medical  University,  Mongolian 
University  of  Science  and  Technology  as  well  as  the  Kyrgyz  State  University  of 
Construction, Transportation and Architecture for their help and support in starting these 
network offices and providing office space free of charge.
In  2013 the  following people  were  working for  the  network activities  at  the  Eurasia-
Pacific Uninet offices and centers:

China: 
*Austrian Centre, EPU Liaison Office, located at Fudan University: Mag. Andreas Kurz; 
Toby, Ms Jue
*Sino-Austrian Centre for Media & Marketing: Ms Hu Te
*Austrian-Chinese Centre for Biomarker Discovery /  Beijing Office, located at Peking 
University Health Science Centre: Ms Li Yan
*Austria-China Research Centre for Environmental Protection, located at Northwest A&F 
University, Yangling: Mr Liu Guangzhe
*Sino-Austrian Collaborating Centre for Chinese Medical Sciences, located at the China 
Academy of Chinese Medical Sciences: Ms Zhang Yongmei
*Austria-China  Research  Centre  on  Tunnel  and  Underground  Engineering,  located  at 
Tongji University: Mr Ai Qing
*China-Austria Research and Innovation Centre in Logistics, Information Flow, Supply 
Chain Management and Material Flow: Ms Li Chen
*Sino-Austrian Diagnosis,  Treatment and Research Centre of Cardiovascular Diseases: 
Dr. Huang Fuhua

Mongolia:
*Eurasia-Pacific  Uninet  office,  located  at  the  Mongolian  University  of  Science  and 
Technology: Prof. Sarantuya Tsedendamba

Kyrgyz Republic: 
*Austria-Central  Asia  Collaborating Centre  for  GIScience,  Kyrgyz State  University  of 
Construction,  Transportation  and  Architecture,  Bishkek,  located  at  the  Kyrgyz  State 
University of Construction, Transportation and Architecture, Bishkek: 
Ms Ainura Nazarkulova, Ms Gulnura Orozalieva, Mr Erik Jeentaev
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EPU Network Office Beijing

Location: Peking University Health Science Centre, Beijing
Contact: CHEN Yilin, EPU Beijing Office, China

In June 2012, the Chinese-Austrian EU Summer School took place successfully, due to the 
help of the Salzburg EPU office and the Beijing EPU office’s application process.
More than 100 Chinese students from EPU partner instititutions participated in the summer 
school  programme  with  great  excitement.  By  taking  part  in  the  EPU  summer  school 
programme, they had the chance to get to know western culture and to study the recent 
development of their major abroad.
The scholarship interviews were also held at Peking University Health Science Centre in 
October. Students from EPU partner schools and institutions participated in the scholarship 
interviews. All the applicants were looking forward to study in Austria in the near future. 
These semesters  abroad will  be just  as  successful  as  many other  bridges built  between 
Austria  and China.  With the help of  qualified exchange students  the future cooperation 
between Austria and China will surely be strengthened.
EPU has effectively promoted cooperations between universities and institutions through 
these programmes and activities. 2012 has passed and for me the working experience is 
memorable.  I  would  like  to  take  the  opportunity  to  thank  the  EPU for  giving  me  the 
opportunity to help the platform grow. I also want to thank my colleagues and Honorary 
President Prof. Dr. Winklehner for their support and help so that I was able to get to know a 
lot of people and broaden my knowledge and horizon. EPU’s tomorrow will be even better 
than it`s today, for sure.

EPU Network Office Mongolia

1. 1. Overview 
The  EURASIA-PACIFIC UNINET’s  main  activity  in  the  field  of  Higher  Education  in 
Mongolia is to coordinate the network of universities: National University of Mongolia, 
Mongolian University of Science and Technology, Health Science University, Academy of 
Sciences of Mongolia,  Mongolian State University of Agriculture and Austrian member 
universities. The EURASIA-PACIFIC UNINET is coordinated from the UNINET Office at 
the Mongolian University of Science and Technology.

14



b. Cooperation with Austrian Universities and Conferences
The  EPU  Conference  of  Austrian  and 
Mongolian  Researchers  “Internalization  -  A 
Strategic  Tool  for  University 
Development” (ISTUD 2013) took place at the 
Mongolian  University  of  Science  and 
Technology from 27th to 28th of May 2013 in 
Ulaanbaatar. The conference was hosted by the 
E-Open School of the Mongolian University of 
Science  and  Technology.  The  Austrian 
Delegation consisted of representatives of the 
University  of  Applied  Science  in  Vienna 
(Professors  Martin  Kimmel,  Christian 
Kollmitzer,  Gerald  Raab,  Giuliana  Sabbatini 
and  Prof.  Kathrin  Stainer-Haemmerle,  Prof. 
Nils  Otter  of  the  Carinthia  University  of 
Applied  Science)  and  as  EPU  member 
university  representatives  Prof.  Gerard  A. 
Postiglione  and  Prof.  John  Spinks  of  the 
University  of  Hong  Kong  and  Prof.  Xiuyin 
Wang of  the  China  Three  Gorges  University, 
who  visited  the  Mongolian  University  of 
Science and Technology from  May 26 to May 
28, 2013. The conference gave the possibility 
for an exchange of ideas and experiences with 
colleagues  from  Austrian  and  Mongolian 
Universities.  In  the  course  of  various 
workshops at the MUST topics like “Academic 
Mobility  for  professional  development  of  the 

faculty members of the MUST” by Mag. G.Batzorig, “Distance learning programmes and 
their  effect  on  internationalization  at  home”  by  Prof.  Christian  Kollmitzer,  “Building 
global  reputations  through  internationalization”  by  Prof.  John  Spinks,  “The  current 
development  of  information technology in MUST” by Prof.  Turbat  Renchin etc.  were 
discussed. 
The EURASIA-PACIFIC UNINET project  “Renewable  Energy Development”  had the 
aim of building an enhanced mobility framework of the Mongolian University of Science 
and Technology, University of Applied Sciences Vienna, University of Applied Sciences 
St. Poelten and Three Gorges University China since 2009. 
The  cooperation  is  rooted  in  existing  research  and  networking  bonds  and  aims  at 
valorizing and structured academic background to improve the reciprocal knowledge.
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2.    Activities
a. Scholarships for partner institutions
The  Austrian  Council  for  Research  and  Technology  Development  assigned  Post-Doc 
scholarships to students of the member institutions in Mongolia in 2012. The selection was 
made by the actual president and the honorary president of the EPU Professor Brigitte 
Winklehner and Professor Rausch in June 2012. The cooperation of the partner institutions 
is rooted on existing research and networking bonds to exchange knowledge, academic 
qualifications and professional experience through the period of study abroad. 
 



3.    Conclusion and Future Outlook
The  Introduction  of  the  EURASIA-  PACIFIC  UNINET  scholarship  programmes 
2012/2013 brought more applications from all member institutions than anticipated, so 
that the first selection process took place at the applicants’ own institutions. Later on the 
preselected applications were sent to the UNINET office. One of the consequences of the 
increasing number of applicants submitted for financing is the fact that the funding issue is 
the main priority for the future. Moreover, we hope, the EURASIA-PACIFIC UNINET 
will  continue  working  in  Mongolia  and  will  continue  raising  awareness  about  the 
existence  of  the  UNINET  Office  at  the  coordinating  universities  of  the  network  in 
Mongolia. 
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Austrian Centre Shanghai

Location: OeAD Cooperation Office/EPU Network Office/Austrian Library 
Head/ Contact: Austrian Centre, Fudan University, China 

The Austrian Centre Shanghai is the central service platform for Austrian higher education 
institutions, scientists and students who are interested in cooperations, research and study 
periods in the metropolitan region of Shanghai and Eastern China. 
As a competent contact partner the Austrian Centre Shanghai provides advice, promotes 
and  supports  projects  in  education,  science  and  research.  We  accompany  institutional 
cooperations from Austria to China and coordinate and support their implementation in 
Shanghai.  Vice  versa  we  support  representatives  of  Chinese  higher  education  in  their 
search for partners in Austria.
For Chinese students we provide information and guidance regarding higher education in 
Austria  and  about  study  and  grant/scholarship  options;  special  emphasis  is  placed  on 
organising grants/scholarships for Chinese PhD students and Post-Docs for carrying out 
research in Austria. 
Stakeholders behind the Austrian Centre Shanghai besides Eurasia-Pacific Uninet are the 
OeAD-GmbH  in  Vienna,  which  is  in  the  ownership  of  the  Republic  of  Austria  and 
financed by the Federal Ministry of Science and Research (BMWF), and Fudan University 
in Shanghai, one of the most renowned universities in the People’s Republic of China.
The  Austrian  Centre  Shanghai  unites  agendas  of  the  following  institutions  and 
programmes:
Science and Research
• Initiation and promotion of cooperation between academic and scientific institutions in 
Austria and China
• Support of Austrian scientists in research projects in (East) China by initiating contacts 
and providing support
• Organisation of joint Austrian-Chinese scientific conferences and symposiums in (East) 
China
•  Organisation of  short  study programmes and as  well  as  study trips  and delegations’ 
journeys
•  Organisation  of  joint  Austrian-Chinese  scientific  conferences  and  symposiums  in 
Shanghai
•  Higher  education  marketing  and  participation  in  education  fairs  in  East  Asia  / 
information and consultancy regarding higher education and study options in Austria
•  Regional  organisation of grants/scholarship interviews for Chinese PhD students and 
post-docs for research in Austria
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Contact
Mag. Alexandra Wagner
Austrian  Centre  Shanghai  -  Fudan 
University
OeAD Cooperation Office
Eurasia-Pacific Uninet Network Office
Austrian Library
220  Han  Dan  Lu  |  Guang  Hua  Lou  | 
Dong Fu Lou # 602
200433 Shanghai | P.R. China
T +86 21 6564-2112
F +86 21 6564-2112 
E mail: austriancenter@fudan.edu.cn 
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Establishment of a permanent OeAD lectureship at the Department of German Studies of 
Fudan University in cooperation with Eurasia-Pacific Uninet
• Contact point for Austrian students studying at universities in Shanghai
• Development of an Austrian alumni network in the greater Shanghai area

Culture
• Administration and expansion of the Austrian Library at the Austrian Centre Shanghai
• Contact and joint programme implementation with other Austrian institutions (embassy, 
consulate, cultural forum, foreign trade office) and relevant intermediary organisations in 
the area of culture and education in China
• Organisation and arrangement of exhibitions, readings, film and music events, etc. at 
Chinese universities in Eastern China

Online Representation
Since 2011 the Austrian Centre has established and maintained an online homepage in 
order  to  make the  work of  the  centre  more  transparent  and to  promote  activities  and 
exchange programmes for students and scholars in Shanghai.
The Austrian Centre homepage is accessible at:
www.oead.at/shanghai



China Research Centres
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Austrian-Chinese Music University

Location: China Conservatory, Beijing, China Opening: October 2007
Contact: Prof. Paul Roczek,University Mozarteum Salzburg, Austria

As Austria has a long tradition in music education, the Chinese Ministry of Education and 
the Municipality of Beijing have strived for 
several  years  to  initiate  a  cooperation 
programme with Austria in this field.
After intense negotiations, several concerts 
and master courses held by professors from 
the  University  Mozarteum  Salzburg,  the 
University  of  Music  and  Performing  Arts 
Graz,  and  the  University  of  Music  and 
Performing  Arts  Vienna,  a  cooperation 
agreement  for  developing  a  so-called 
Austrian-Chinese  Music  University  at  the 
China Conservatory was signed in 2007.

The project is divided into two stages and is coordinated by Prof. Otto Kolleritsch, the 
former president of the University of Music and Performing Arts Graz. 
1st  step:  one-year  courses,  offering  a  kind  of  preparatory  education  for  highly  gifted 
students who either want to apply for studies in Austria or would like to receive some 
special  education  in  the  Austrian  tradition  of  playing  and  interpreting  music.  These 
courses are held in Beijing and started in October 2008 in the majors piano and singing.
Two junior professors, Mrs Lu Yao for piano (University Mozarteum Salzburg) and Ms 
Cordula Stepp for singing (University of Music and Performing Arts Graz), are resident in 
Beijing  as  functional  assistants  to  Prof.  Klaus  Kaufmann  (University  Mozarteum 
Salzburg) and Prof. Claudia Rüggeberg (University of Music and Performing Arts Graz). 
Furthermore, a lectureship was established in cooperation with the Austria Cooperation in 
Science, Education and Culture and Eurasia-Pacific Uninet to prepare students for music 
studies in Austria.

2nd step: after an evaluation of the one-
year courses bachelor studies, based on 
the curriculum which Austrian music 
universities established, could be 
introduced, leading to an academic degree 
from Austria after three years of studies in 
Beijing and one year of studies in Austria. 
At the beginning, instruction on a very 
high artistic level in the same instruments 
as are taught in the master courses and the 
one-year study programme is intended.

In 2008 a sponsorship for violin was provided by NXP Semiconductors (Beijing) Ltd. and 
its CEO & Senior Director, Mr Franz Obenaus.
Last but not least, a special word of thanks to AKM for their sponsorship of CDs, choral 
works, booklets and video tapes to help establish a library at the Austrian-Chinese Music 
University.
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The Sino-Austrian Centre for Media and Marketing

Location: Fudan University, Shanghai, China Opening: 2004

In 2004 the first agreements on the development of the 
Sino-Austrian Centre for Media and Communication 
Management were made between Fudan University, the 
School of Journalism at Fudan University, the 
International Foundation for Media and Marketing, and 
Eurasia-Pacific Uninet. The centre was set up as a joint 
project between the School of Journalism at Fudan 
University, the Departments of Communication and 
Journalism at the Universities of Salzburg and Vienna, 
and the Centre for Advanced Studies in Information and 
Communication Technologies & Society (ICTS) of the 
University of Salzburg.

In April 2005 Austrian and Chinese experts from media practice and media science met again. 
The negotiations resulted in signing the final agreement of April  2005, which concretised the 
“Memorandum on the Agreement on the Development of the Sino- Austrian Centre for Media and 
Marketing of October 2004”.

In May 2006 a statement of cooperation 
was signed between the partners, which 
stressed  the  importance  of  student 
exchange programmes on a masters and 
Ph.D.  level  as  well  as  joint  research 
programmes.
Being a joint project founded in 2005 by 
the  Eurasia-Pacific  Uninet  and  Fudan 
University,  the  Master’s  Exchange 
Programme is a major issue for the Sino-

Austrian Centre for Media and Communication Management. As the multi-perspectives 
approach is a crucial factor for the quality of the entire exchange programme the main 
objectives set are the achieving of trans-cultural competences in the field of media and 
communication management and the gaining of mutual insights into different cultural and 
economic systems. 
Another important activity is the Sino-Austrian Media Management Training Programme 
in collaboration with the Media & Marketing Academy. The purpose of the Media & 
Marketing Academy is to create a broad range of executive training programmes for the 
development of professional skills in media management and to establish a forum for the 
exchange  of  academic  research,  professional  experience  and  ‘best  practice’.  The 
programmes will include workshops and seminars, field trips and exchange programmes 
as well as ‘best practice’ forums. 
The Sino-Austrian Media Management Training Programme is meant to be a basis for the 
development  of  further  programmes  focusing  on  special  topics  in  the  area  of  media 
management and marketing, with Vienna functioning as a central European hub for these 
programmes.  Cooperation  with  other  cities  such  as  Hamburg  or  with  international 
organisations  like  the  European Union,  or  with  big  media  companies  will  give  these 
programmes a truly global character.
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Sino-Austrian Biomarker Research Centre

Location: Peking University Health Science Centre, Beijing, China
Opening: May 2006
Contact:   Prof. Christian Huck, University of Innsbruck, Austria
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Sino-Austrian Biomarker Center
Over  the  last  few  years  comprehensive  subjects  in  science  and  technologies  are 
increasingly  merging  to  face  the  new,  intersting  tasks  and  possibilities  in  bioscience. 
These include new analytic strategies in the field of bio-medicine. Since the opening of the 
„Austrian-Chinese Center for Biomarker Discovery“ 2006 in Beijing, a solid and effective 
cooperation  between  the  Institute  of  Analytical  Chemistry  an  Radiochemistry  at  the 
University of Innsbruck and the Beijing University Health Science Center was established. 
This project is coordinated by Vice-president of the Beijing University, Prof. Yang Ke and 
Prof. Günther Bonn, Head of the Institute of Analytical Chemistry and Radiochemistry at 
the University of Innsbruck. The Institute of Analytical Chemistry and Radiochemistry at 
the LFU Innsbruck has many years of experience in the field of synthesis and analysis of 
different  biological,  resp  clinical  relevant  samples.  The  Health  Center  at  the  Beijing 
University  is  one of  the  world’s  leading medical  reasearch facilities  and is  eminently 
suitable  to  extract  relevant  samples  or  to  collect  them.  The  primary  goal  of  this 

cooperation is, to broaden the width of the program for 
heavy-duty-bio-analytical  techniques  in  the  field  of 
proteomics and genomics through usage of isolated and 
multi-dimensional  high  performance  separation 
methods.  Currently  research  projects  in  the  field  of 
biomarker-research  for  prostate-,  liver-,  and  breast 
cancer  are  in  progress.  Biomarkers  are  measureable 
substances  of  organisms,  e.g.  proteins  or  metabolites, 
which  are  measureable  and  indicate  diseases  like 

tumors.  Especially  young  scientists  of  both  countries  should  benefit  of  this  Austrian-
Chinese cooperation. The municipality of Beijing enabled the development of the location 
with their  financial  support  and Austria  provides the equipment for  the office and the 
laboratory. As part of the cooperation with Beijing there is a continuing exchange between 
students and professors.   

Picture: Prof. Günther Bonn with director Prof. Xinxia Tian 
and two colleagues at the Sino-Austrian Biomarker Center.



Sino-Austrian Research Centre for Environmental Protection

Location: Northwest A&F University, Yangling, China Opening: May 2007
Contact:   Prof. Dr. Alfred Pitterle, University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences, 
Vienna, Austria

The importance of partnership and cooperation in the field of “Environmental Protection” 
and  “Renewable  Energies”  has  already  been  highlighted  in  a  Memorandum  of 
Understanding (MoU) between China and Austria, signed by the Chinese Prime Minister 
Wen Jiabao and the Austrian Chancellor Wolfgang Schüssel in May 2005.
Since the Austrian University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences Vienna (BOKU) 
and the Chinese Northwest University of Agriculture and Forestry Yangling (NWUAF) – 
both focusing on these topics in particular – have cooperated successfully for more than 
20 years a specific MoU was signed to establish a “Sino – Austrian Research Centre for 
Environmental Protection and Renewable Energies”. Together with the BOKU and other 
Austrian universities and research institutions, the joint centre was opened at the NWUAF 
Yangling in May 2007.
The overall goal of the “Sino-Austrian Research Centre for Environmental Protection and 
Renewable Energies” is to initiate and promote joint research projects and educational 
programmes as well as to create public awareness & sensitivity concerning environmental 
and energy-related issues. Furthermore, the engagement of governmental institutions in 
discussions on,  and the design of scientifically founded and environmentally effective 
demonstration projects can be seen as one of the overall  goals of the aforementioned 
centre.
In keeping with the environmental theme of the joint centre, short-term professorships, 
Ph.D. and Post-Doc scholarships as well as conferences are to be sponsored in order to 
stimulate  the  design  of  joint  projects  and  programmes,  which  attract  national  and 
international  financial  support  and  thus  become  a  precondition  for  a  highly  efficient 
management and self-sufficiency of the centre.
The  “Sino-Austrian  Research  Centre  for  Environmental  Protection  and  Renewable 
Energies” also serves as a platform for creating and intensifying sustainable international 
contacts for Austrian universities involved in environmental research.
In the framework of the 3rd Plenary Meeting of the Eurasia-Pacific Uninet in October 
2010 the Naryn State University in Kyrgyzstan indicated their interest in collaborating 
with  the  Austrian  Eurasia-Pacific  Uninet  member  institutions  in  the  field  of  pastoral 
economy in Central Asia.
In 2011 the coordinator of the University of Natural Resources and Applied Life Sciences 
Vienna, Prof. Alfred Pitterle, and the coordinator of the University of Veterinary Medicine 
Vienna, Prof. Wolf-Dieter Rausch paid a visit to the Naryn State University together with 
the  president  of  the  Eurasia-Pacific  Uninet,  Prof.  Brigitte  Winklehner,  in  order  to 
participate in the workshop on grazing management and its problems in Central Asia. In 
the framework of the workshop, which was attended by representatives of Eurasia-Pacific 
Uninet member universities from Mongolia, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and Tajikistan, the 
Training Centre for Pasture and Grazing Management” was established.
The Training Centre for Pasture and Grazing Management at the Naryn State University, 
together with other Central Asian member universities, will deal with topics such as the 
strong  increase  in  animal  husbandry  and  its  resulting  problems  such  as  overgrazing, 
specific animal diseases, environmental damage and migration of the rural population, 
which  represent  some  of  the  grave  problems  in  Kyrgyzstan  and  its  neighbouring 
countries.
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In the last two years, more academic achievements were realized. The project Non-Native 
Tree Species for European Forests: Experiences, Risks and Opportunities for a COST new 
Action chaired by BOKU with participants including five research staff from NWUAF has 
been approved for implementation. Biological and trap control technologies of bark beetles 
in the Qinling Mountains of China has been jointly developed by the College of Forestry 
College of NWUAF and BOKU. Two jointing research projects with participants including 
NWUAF, entitled with Erosivity of Rainfall and Climate Change – a Comparison between 
Austria, China and Nepal and Assessment of gully erosion in the Chinese Loess Plateau 
was  financed  by  EPU  and  coordinated  by  Prof.  Andreas  KLIK  in  2014  and  2016, 
respectively, through which three workshops on Erosivity of Rainfall and Climate Change 
were held in Austria,  Nepal  and China.  Economics and Management of  NWUAF, and 
Vienna  University  of  Economics  and  Business  have  established  academic  cooperation 
relationship after mutual visit in last two years. New paper cooperated by Faculty of Life 
Sciences, University of Vienna and College of Sciences, Northwest A&F University was 
published.  
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Sino-Austrian Collaborating Centre for Chinese Medical Sciences

Location: China Academy of Chinese Medical  Sciences, Beijing, China
Opening: September 2007
Contact:  Prof. Dr. Rudolf Bauer, University of Graz, Austria

In  June  2005 the  Eurasia-Pacific  Uninet  and  the  China  Academy of  Chinese  Medical 
Sciences signed the first Memorandum of Agreement with respect to a close cooperation in 
the field of Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) considering all relevant Austrian partner 
institutions  of  the  Eurasia-Pacific  Uninet.  A first  Sino-Austrian  workshop  on  „Quality 
Standards in Traditional Chinese Medicine“ was organised in Salzburg in 2005.
Austrian scientists  dealing with TCM research established an Austria-wide platform in 
2006, the so-called TCM Research Cluster Austria, within the Herbal Medicinal Products 
Platform Austria (HMPPA).

In 2006 EPU organised ‚Medical Experts Meetings‘ in Beijing and Shanghai as well as a 
conference on „Traditional Chinese Medicine – A Successful Concept for East and West“ 
in Vienna. Based on mutual interest, the Sino-Austrian Collaborating Centre for Chinese 
Medical Sciences was inaugurated at the China Academy of Chinese Medical Sciences in 
September  2007,  with  experts  in  Chinese  herbal  medicine  research  and  acupuncture 
research and supported by the Future Fonds Styria the Karl Franzens University Graz and 
the Medical University Graz founded the TCM Research Centre Graz in 2007.

After organising another negotiation workshop in China a joint research project entitled 
„TCM and Age-related Diseases“, consisting of eight subprojects, was defined and laid 
down by the partners by mutual agreement. The project was funded for three years by the 
Austrian Federal Ministry of Science and Research (BMWF) together with the Austrian 
Federal  Ministry  of  Health  (BMG),  as  well  as  by the Chinese side.  It  was conducted 
between 2008 and 2011. A first joint evaluation meeting was organised in June 2009 in 
Beijing with  representatives  from the  BMWF and BMG as  well  as  from the  Chinese 
Ministry of Health and State Administration of TCM, a second one in September 2010 in 
Innsbruck/Seefeld,  and  a  final  one  in  May 2011 in  Beijing.  In  addition,  several  open 
symposia were organised, e.g. an international symposium on „Modernisation of TCM – 
Acupuncture and Chinese Herbal Medicine Research“ in Graz in 2009 in which scientists 
from 17  countries  participated,  an  international  conference  on  “Research  and  Clinical 
Application of  Traditional  Medicine in  Xinjiang and Neighbouring Countries” in  May 
2011 in Urumqi, as well as a transcontinental symposium entitled “Basic Research Meets 
High-Tech  Acupuncture  &  Moxibustion”,  and  an  international  symposium  entitled 
“Assessment of Quality and Safety of Herbal Drugs and Herbal Medicinal Products as 
Challenges for the Future” in May 2011 in Beijing.

In collaboration with the Austrian Federal Ministry of Health, the State Administration of 
TCM  (SATCM)  and  the  China  Academy  of  Chinese  Medical  Sciences  the  Medical 
University of Vienna has implemented a post-graduate curriculum on Traditional Chinese 
Medicine.

The joint research project „TCM and Age-related Diseases“ was finished in August 2011. 
The  reports  have  been  submitted  to  the  Austrian  Federal  Ministry  of  Science  and 
Research (BMWF) together with the Austrian Federal Ministry of Health (BMG) and the 
outcome has been positively approved.
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A preparatory meeting of the Austrian partners was held in Vienna on February 3 2012. 
Prof. Bauer and Prof. Winklehner met with the Chinese partners at the China Academy of 
Chinese Medical Sciences on April 1 2012. Applications for funding of this project have 
been submitted to the Austrian Federal Ministry for Science and Research and the Austrian 
Federal Ministry of Health, as well as from the Chinese side to the Chinese Ministry for 
Science and Technology (MOST).
 

It has been agreed to continue Sino-Austrian research collaboration in the field of TCM 
with a new joint project entitled “Prevention and early intervention of chronic diseases by 
TCM: Evaluation of immunomodulatory, anti-inflammatory and neuroprotective effects”.  



Austria-China Research Centre on Tunnel and Underground 
Engineering

Location: Tongji University, Shanghai, China
Opening: October 2007

In  recognition  of  the  great  success 
achieved since 2003 through cooperation 
in  such  academic  activities  as  the 
organisation of seminars, symposia and 
joint  research  programmes  as  well  as 
through  the  exchange  programme  for 
senior students and scientists in the field 
of  tunnel  and  underground engineering 
Tongji University in Shanghai proposed 
to  Eurasia-Pacific  Uninet  the  idea  of 
setting  up  a  joint  research  institution. 
After  constructive  discussions  between 
the  president  of  the  Eurasia-Pacific 
Uninet,  Professor  Brigitte  Winklehner, 

and the Vice-President of Tongji University, Professor Yang Dongyuan, in June 2007, both 
parties entered into an agreement to establish a joint Austria-China Research Centre on 
Tunnel and Underground Engineering, which will enhance and strengthen the existing ties 
between Tongji University and the Austrian research institutions involved.

Several Austrian universities with specialised departments in this field submitted letters of 
intent with regard to participating in such a centre, proposing various topics as a basis for 
future  projects.  The  universities  referred  to  were:  the  Universities  of  Technology  of 
Vienna and Graz, the University of Leoben, the University of Innsbruck, the University of 
Natural  Resources  and  Life  Sciences  Vienna  and  the  University  of  Applied  Sciences 
Carinthia. The formal opening ceremony of the Austria-China Research Centre on Tunnel 
and Underground Engineering took place in October 2007.

The Centre serves as a link between Austria and China in the field of tunnelling and 
underground engineering. It provides information exchange and training programmes and 
will play an active role in promoting public interest and extension services beneficial to 
both sides. Therefore it also conducts research, develops scientific technologies and tools 
and introduces improved methods of achieving concordant development. Joint research 
projects,  as  well  as  educational  and training programmes,  will  be  promoted and it  is 
planned to hold conferences and meetings on a regular basis.
Tongji  University  will  provide such necessities  as  permanent  premises  and will  grant 
access to specific laboratories. A further goal of the Centre is to involve industry in future 
projects in order to make work as practical as possible and to ensure that it is of benefit 
not  only  to  the  students  and  researchers  but  also  to  the  public  at  large  through  the 
improvement of infrastructures in both countries.
Various  activities  at  the  Austria-China  Research  Centre  on  Tunnel  and  Underground 
Engineering took place in the years 2007-2010. It is planned that a series of workshops 
will be continued at Tongji University in 2012.
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China-Austria Research and Innovation Centre On Logistics, 
Information Flow, Supply Chain Management and Material Flow 
(CARC)

Location: Beijing Jiaotong University, Beijing, China, Peking University, Beijing, China
Opening: September 2009
Partners: Vienna University of Technology,  University of Vienna, Vienna, University of 
Economics and Business, University of Linz, Beijing Jiaotong University, Peking 
University, Beihang University
Contact:   Prof. Dr. A Min Tjoa, Vienna University of Technology, Austria

Mobility and transport are crucial for our quality of life and are vital for China’s and the 
European  Union’s  competitiveness.  As  the  backbone  of  our  economy  they  link  the 
different states of production chains and allow industry to reach its clients. As such they 
are crucial for achieving the goals of the European Union’s Lisbon strategy for growth and 
development. By 2009 China was the European Union’s 2nd biggest trading partner and 
the Chinese-European trade is  responsible for a substantial  part  of the CO2 emissions 
produced by worldwide trade movements. In recent years the European Parliament and the 
European Council stressed the importance of a sustainable transport policy, especially in 
the context of addressing climate change.
The  China-Austria  Research  and  Innovation  Centre  in  Logistics,  Information  Flow, 
Supply Chain Management and Material Flow focuses on comprehensive approaches for 
sustainable transport management. The centre was established in September 2009 and is 
located at Beijing Jiaotong University. It is legally based on an agreement between the 
Eurasia-Pacific Uninet members Beijing Jiaotong University, Beihang University, Peking 
University,  Vienna  University  of  Technology,  Vienna  University  of  Economics  and 
Business, University of Vienna, and University of Linz. The Centre aims at integrating all 
research aspects in the areas of logistics, information flow, supply chain management and 
material flow to enable innovation in this economically most eminent area.
In 2010 the centre partners conducted research on (i) new logistics and manufacturing 
trends and their impacts on economic and environmental sustainability, and (ii) semantic 
web-based logistic information sharing. The overall goals are to (i) increase economic, 
social, and environmental sustainability of logistics, and (ii) improve the logistics service 
efficiency for suppliers and customers on logistics information platforms. Additionally, the 
Centre conducted research on the Chinese railway freight transportation grid.  
Based  on  the  present  situation  of  Chinese  railway  freight  transportation  information 
systems  the  Centre  elaborated  on  its  problems,  discussed  potential  solution 
implementations and designed a typical application scenario of the solution.
From November 22 – 27, 2010 the Centre and its participants conducted the 1st China-
Europe  Forum  for  Material  Flow/Logistics  at  Beijing  Jiaotong  University.  The  main 
forum  topic  was  “Supply  Chain  in  the  Future:  Low-carbon  and  Sustainable 
Development”. Attendees and speakers included governmental, academic, and industrial 
representatives from China,  EU and US. In accompanying workshops the participants 
identified future challenges in the field of sustainable transport management systems and 
planned  joint  research  projects  in  these  fields.  Potential  future  EU  research  and 
collaboration projects in the field of sustainable transport management were discussed and 
prepared at Peking University. In addition to the forum in Beijing, the participants visited 
logistics hubs and ports in the southern cities Fangchenggang, Nanning, Qinzhou, and 
Donghai (Guangxi province).
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The corresponding EU proposal involves 14 leading European and Chinese universities 
and aims at opening the Centre to Cranfield University (UK), Darmstadt University of 
Technology  (DE),  University  of  Neuchatel  (CH),  AGH  University  of  Science  and 
Technology (PL), University of Hohenheim (DE), and University of Amsterdam (NL).
In  addition  to  the  strong  academic  network  28  European  and  Chinese  industrial  and 
governmental  partners  supported  the  proposal.  Amongst  others  the  industry  and 
government  consortium  includes:  National  Development  and  Reform  Commission 
(China), OMV (Austria), China Federation of Logistics and Purchasing (China), Austrian 
Airlines  (Austria),  COFCO  Coca-Cola  (China),  Petrochina  (China),  NXP  (Austria), 
Shanghai Combines Ports (China), and Guang Zhou Port Group (China).
In the upcoming years the Centre will conduct further sustainable transport management 
research regarding (i) economic and policy aspects, (ii) transport process optimising, (iii) 
environmental  impact  analysis,  and (iv)  enhanced information technology support.  By 
addressing  the  identified  challenges  the  Centre  aims  at  providing  comprehensive  and 
novel  sustainable  transport  management  approaches  to  industry,  government,  and 
research.
From March 5th to 9th, 2011 Dr. Stefan Fenz and Dr. Thomas Neubauer from Vienna 
University of Technology visited Beijing Jiaotong University to discuss the joint EU FP7 
proposal SELAB with the Chinese participants of CARC, including Prof. Hanping Hou, 
Prof. Lei Huang and Prof. Dong Mu from Beijing Jiaotong University, Prof. Lihua Chen 
from Peking University, and Associate Professor Li Wang from Beihang University. The 
goal of SELAB is to extend the cooperation in logistics, information flow, supply chain 
management  and  material  flow  from  the  Austrian  to  the  European  level  (European 
proposal partners: Cranfield University [UK], Darmstadt University of Technology [DE], 
University  of  Neuchatel  [CH],  AGH  University  of  Science  and  Technology  [PL], 
University of Hohenheim [DE], and University of Amsterdam [NL]). 

From June 8 to 11, 2011 the 13th International Conference on Enterprise Information 
Systems (ICEIS 2011) and the 2011 International Conference on Logistics, Informatics 
and  Services  Sciences  (LISS  2011)  were  held  at  Beijing  Jiaotong  University.  The 
conferences provided a forum for academics and practitioners to share their experiences 
and  latest  developments  in  the  area  of  logistics,  supply  chain  management  and 
information  systems.  In  this  context  a  special  session  on  Material  Flow Theory  and 
Sustainable  Supply  Chain  Management  (MFTSSCM 2011)  was  organised  by  CARC. 
CARC published the following research results at the conference:

• Analysis of the economic and environmental performance of dual sourcing based on a 
single-period inventory model. Heidrun Rosic and Werner Jammernegg (2011)
• Integrating environmental sustainability into supply chain evaluation – the LOGMAN 
approach. Heidrun Rosic, Werner Jammernegg and Alfred Taudes (2011)
•  The  economic  and  environmental  analysis  of  a  petrochemical  distribution  network. 
Stefan Treitl and Werner Jammernegg (2011)
• A two-dimensional evaluation of central European distribution networks. Gerhard Bauer 
(2011)
• Toward deadline aware low carbon supply chain. Amirreza Tahamtan and A Min Tjoa 
(2011)
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Coordinated by the Vienna University of Technology, the Centre applied for additional 
EU  funding  in  2010  to  open  its  successful  Chinese-Austrian  cooperation  to  other 
European organisations. 



2012
In October 2012 the CARC seminar series has been conducted 
at Beijing Jiaotong University and Peking University. Prof. Lei 
Huang (Beijing Jiaotong University), Prof. Gerald Quirchmayr 
(University of Vienna) and Dr. Stefan Fenz (Vienna University 
of Technology) gave talks on resilient logistics infrastructures, 
secure  logistics  processes,  and  efficient/effective  proposal 
writing. In a separate session the centre members introduced the 
Austrian/European funding systems and the  opportunities  for 
international collaboration through the Chinese funding system 
to each other. Based on previously submitted FP7 proposals and 

the seminar findings the partners aim at acquiring Chinese and European funding in 2013.
 
On October 12th, 2012, Prof. Gerald Quirchmayr (University of Vienna) and Dr. Stefan 
Fenz  (Vienna  University  of  Technology)  held  seminars  about  (i)  information  system 
resilience for logistics, (ii) secure logistics processes, and (iii) proposal writing for the 
Austrian  and  European  funding  system at  Guanghua  School  of  Management  (Peking 
University). The seminar was hosted and moderated by Prof. Chen Lihua (Dean of the 
Guanghua School of Management at Peking University).
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From  August  24th  to  25th,  2011  the  International  Workshop  on  Internet  of  Things’ 
Technology  and  Innovative  Application  Design  was  held  in  Beijing,  China.  CARC 
members Vienna University of Technology and Beijing Jiaotong University submitted a 
research paper on problems and potential solutions of RFID applications in bulk shipping 
logistics  to  the  workshop.  CARC identified the  main  RFID application areas  in  bulk 
shipping logistics and outlined the main problems: (i) lack of standards, (ii) costs, and 
(iii) security. Based on our research results we provided potential solutions for each of the 
problems:  (i)  a  B/L  data  structure  to  move  from  paper-based  Bills  of  Landing  to 
electronic versions, (ii) cost reduction by decreasing the necessary amount of RFID tags 
and by reusing RFID tags after unloading operations, and (iii) basic security strategies to 
secure  transmitted  and  stored  shipping  logistics  data.  In  further  research  we  aim  at 
evaluating and refining our concepts in real-world scenarios with our partner companies.
In  addition  to  the  LISS  publications,  CARC members  published  work  on  a  Chinese 
highway freight  transport  platform at  the  IEEE Forum on Integrated  and Sustainable 
Transportation Systems. The motivation for the work originates from the fact that a key 
success  factor  for  a  highway  freight  transport  platform  is  the  alignment  with  the 
requirements  of  the  local  market  and  its  stakeholders.  The  paper  first  analyses  the 
stakeholders’  characteristics  and  relations  in  the  Chinese  highway  freight  transport 
market. Based on the different information requirements found and the current market 
situation a framework for a Chinese highway freight transport platform that supports the 
integration of the scattered transport resources is developed.. Then the implementation of 
the framework is described via a case study. The main idea of this research is that the 
management  model  is  as  important  as  advanced  technology,  and  that  future 
developments,  such as  green transport,  should  be  taken into  consideration  to  support 
sustainable development. 



Besides  the  described  knowledge 
exchange, dissemination and cooperation 
activities,  Mrs.  Yan  Zhang  (Beijing 
Jiaotong  University  and  University  of 
Vienna) continued her work on the PhD 
thesis “data mining query processing in 
grid  environments”  and  published  the 
following corresponding papers in 2012:

• H.H. Li, Y. Zhang, F. Liu, G. Dai, 
The  Design  and  Implementation 

of Railway Freight Applications on China's Railway Freight Data Grid Platform, 
JDCTA: International Journal of Digital Content Technology and its Applications, 
6(18), pp1-9, 2012.

• Y.  Zhang,  J.T.  Yao,  Rule  Measures  Tradeoff  Using Game-theoretic  Rough Sets, 
Proceedings of the International Conference on Brain Informatics (BI'12), Macau, 

2013
From January 2013 to  December  2013 Dr.  Li  Chen from Beijing Jiaotong University 
worked as a visiting researcher at the Institute for Production Management at the Vienna 
University of Economics and Business. Based on its regular research activities and the 
exchange of Dr. Li Chen, the China-Austria Research and Innovation Centre in Logistics, 
Information Flow, Supply Chain Management and Material Flow (CARC) published the 
following research results in 2013:

• Li Chen, Boyu Zhang, Hanping Hou, Alfred Taudes:  Impact of Carbon Trading 
Market on Small Highway Freight Company: The Case of China, AISS. 05/2013; 
5(9):188-195.

This paper studied the influence of the introduction of carbon trading market to small size 
highway freight companies in China. The methodology is the cost-benefit model of freight 
transportation. The analysis is from both company side and governmental side. According 
to the analysis results, companies have three different best responses depending on the unit 
transport profit, carbon credit price and over emission penalty. If the carbon trading market 
is perfectly competitive, companies’ profit will be reduce in the long run after introducing 
the  carbon  trading  market.  But  the  government  could  regulate  the  companies’ profit 
indirectly by free carbon credits rate and penalty level of over emission.
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On October 16th, 2012 Dr. Yalei Hao invited Prof. Gerald Quirchmayr and Dr. Stefan 
Fenz to Petrochina headquarters in Beijing to  discuss potential research topics of possible 
interest for CARC and Petrochina. Petrochina site visits to intensify the cooperation are 
planned for 2013. 

From  October  12th  to  October  13th,  2012  the  International  Conference  on  Low-carbon 
Transportation, Logistics and Green Buildings was hosted at CARC Member Beijing Jiaotong 
University.  International  speakers  presented  their  work  from  the  fields  of  low  carbon 
transportation, low carbon logistics, and green buildings at the conference.



Li Chen, Boyu Zhang, Hanping Hou, Alfred Taudes, Congcong Yang:  The Impact of 
Carbon Trading on the Road Freight Sector, Proceedings of 3rd International Conference 
on Logistics, Informatics and Service Science (LISS2013).

This  paper  investigates  the  impact  of  carbon  trading  by  transport  companies  on  the 
structure  of  the  road  freight  industry.  Based  on  a  cost-benefit  model  of  a  transport 
company, best response strategies of road freight companies and the resulting equilibrium 
carbon credit price are derived. It turns out that by changing the penalty level and the rate 
of free carbon credits, the government can control the payoff of the road freight companies 
indirectly through the carbon trading system.
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• Li Chen, Boyu Zhang, Hanping Hou, and Alfred Taudes:  Carbon Trading System 
for Road Freight Transport: The Impact of Government Regulation, upcoming issue 
of Advances in Transportation Studies (ISSN: 1824-5463).

This paper investigates the influence of carbon trading system on road freight transport 
industry. The framework of the carbon trading system is defined by six criteria. Using a 
cost-benefit model, optimal strategies of road freight companies and equilibrium carbon 
credit price are discussed in different situations of carbon trading market. Furthermore, the 
effect  of  government regulation to road freight  industry is  analyzed through numerical 
simulations based on data from China. By changing the penalty level and the ratio of free 
carbon credits, government can reduce the CO2 emission and increase the average profit 
emission ratio of the road freight industry indirectly through carbon trading system.



Sino-Austrian Diagnosis and Research Centre for Cardiovascular 
Diseases

Location: Nanjing First Hospital, the Third Affiliated Hospital of Nanjing Medical 
University, China
Opening: June 2010
Contact:  Prof. Werner Mohl MD, Prof. G. Maurer MD, Yan Ma chin MD, PhD, Medical 
University of Vienna, Austria

The  “Sino-Austrian  Diagnosis  and 
Research  Centre  for  Cardiovascular 
Diseases”  was  founded  in  2009  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Eurasia-Pacific 
Uninet at the Nanjing First Hospital and 
the Medical University of Vienna. This 
relatively  young Eurasia-Pacific  Uninet 
initiative  is  a  raw  model  of  future 
cooperation  in  science  and  technology 
between China and Austria.  Unlike the 
fact  that  the  current  focus  between 

partners in medicine in both countries was mainly characterised by the enormous potential 
of TCM initiatives, the “Sino-Austrian Diagnosis and Research Centre for Cardiovascular 
Diseases” focuses on the “high tech” end of treatment options and collects the experience 
already available in both countries.
Cardiovascular  treatments,  such  as  cardiac  surgery  and  percutaneous  “less  invasive” 
techniques, are rapidly increasing in both societies. Therefore the focus of this initiative is 
to establish a sounding board for modern medicine, technologies, and health care.
The  aim  of  this  cooperation  is  the  enhancement  of  knowledge  in  the  field  of 
cardiovascular  diseases,  therapeutics  and  health  economics.  Both  partners  have 
outstanding national and international reputation both scientifically and clinically.
A “Memorandum  of  Understanding”  for  the  Sino-Austrian  Diagnosis,  Treatment  and 
Research Centre for Cardiovascular Diseases was signed by Prof. Dr. Rudolf Mallinger, 
vice-chancellor of the Medical University of Vienna, by Prof. Huaining Pan, the president 
of Nanjing
First Hospital, the Affiliated Hospital of Nanjing Medical University, and by Prof. Dr. 
Brigitte Winklehner, the president of the Eurasia-Pacific Uninet, Austria in June 2010 in 
Vienna and in Nanjing.
The partners agreed to cooperate in running a Sino-Austrian Diagnosis, Treatment and 
Research Centre for Cardiovascular Diseases to be established at the location of Nanjing 
First  Hospital.  Both  sides  agree  to  jointly  organise  refresher  trainings  by  sending 
outstanding  doctors.  All  partners  will  promote  the  exchange  of  members  of  their 
academic staff and graduate student researchers.
Dr. Huang Fuhua, a staff member of the First Nanjing Hospital, Department of Cardiac 
Surgery, has recently been accepted as a postgraduate fellow at the Medical University of 
Vienna, Department of Cardiac Surgery, for the period of 3 months. He will  start  his 
fellowship in August 2011. His work in the department will  include laboratory work, 
assistance in  the operating suite  under  guidance as  well  as  work in  the experimental 
research laboratory.
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In October 2010 Prof. Mohl was able to 
attend  several  operations  at  Nanjing 
First  Hospital  and  joined  the  surgical 
team during  cardiac  operations.  I  was 
delighted  with  the  high  standard  and 
operating skills of the surgeons and the 
professional attitude of the whole team 
led by Professor Steve Chen. This visit 
showed  clearly  that  exchange  rather 
than “transfer” of scientific and clinical 
standards  will  be  the  basis  for  future 

success of this cooperation. Future scientific and clinical exchange activities will allow 
better  understanding  of  disease  aspects  of  different  ethnic  groups,  diagnostic  and 
Interventional  treatments  of  total 
coronary  occlusions  (CTO) are  one  of 
the  high  standards  in  Nanjing  First 
Hospital performed by the international 
expert Professor Shaoliang Chen and we 
will  also  try  to  establish  a  practical 
exchange programme in this field.
As seen, expertise in modern medicine 
and medical technology is an important 
prerequisite  for  the  treatment  of 
cardiovascular  diseases  in  the  new 
millennium  and  the  Eurasia-Pacific 
Uninet initiative to establish cooperation in this field will be the basis of future clinical 
and scientific achievements in both institutions. Modern China is undergoing a drastic 
change in lifestyle and therefore cardiovascular diseases will be more prevalent in the 
Eastern countries. Although prevention of atherosclerosis seems to reduce the incidence 
of disease and therefore health care costs, the trend in China is opposite to the Western 
world.
For 2011 the exchange activities continued and a special focus was laid on establishing a 
“routine” cooperation in research and clinical activities. Visits and symposia were planned 
for the year 2011, as well as the establishment of a steering committee to explore further 
options of interest to deepen cooperation and exchange of scientific and clinical ideas, 
innovations and expertise.
 Assoc. Prof. Dr. Yan Ma was invited by Prof. Huaining Pan, President of the Nanjing First 
Hospital, the Third Affiliated Hospital of Nanjing Medical University, to visit Nanjing on 
May 25 - 27, 2011. The agenda of this meeting was planning the details of the exchange 
programme in 2011. The Nanjing First Hospital planned to send four outstanding doctors 
to the Vienna General Hospital, Medical University of Vienna, for clinical observations for 
a duration of three months.
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This fellowship is under special sponsorship according to the cooperation between Nanjing First 
University and the Medical University of Vienna (Sino-Austrian Cardiovascular Institute).  Dr. 
Huang will open the fellowship programme at the “Sino-Austrian Diagnosis and Research Centre 
for Cardiovascular Diseases” and his valuable experience will strengthen the cooperation in the 
near future.



Dr. Fuhua Huang, a staff member of the Nanjing First Hospital, Department of Cardiac 
Surgery, was the first Postdoc supported by the Eurasia-Pacific Uninet for a three-month 
clinical observation at the Medical University of Vienna, Department of Cardiac Surgery, 
supervised  by  Prof.  Dr.  Werner  Mohl.  He  started  his  fellowship  in  August  2011  and 
finished it successfully in October 2011.

Dr. Xiuhua Li,  a staff member of the Nanjing First  Hospital,  Department of Intensive 
Care, was the second Post-Doc supported by the First Nanjing Hospital for a three-month 
clinical observation stay at the Medical University of Vienna, organised by Assoc. Prof. 
Dr. Yan Ma. We invited Prof. Dr. Klaus Markstaller, head of the Clinical Department of 
General  Anaesthesiology  and  Intensive  Care  to  supervise  his  clinical  observation 
fellowship from Oct. 21, 2011 - Jan. 14, 2012.
 

We have organised a visiting programme at the Nanjing First Hospital for Prof. Dr. Klaus 
Markstaller in 2012.

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Yan Ma organised a clinical observation programme in 2012 for two more 
Postdocs  from  the  Nanjing  First  Hospital,  Dr.  Lixun  Chen  and  Dr.  Hui  Wu  at  the 
Department of Ophthalmology and Optometry and at the Department of Gynaecology, 
Medical  University  of  Vienna,  respectively.  We  wish  our  two  university  hospitals  a 
continuing fruitful cooperation in all clinical, research and teaching activities.

In 2014 the 1st workshop of Clinical Research and Innovation in Cardiac Surgery took 
place in Nanjing from 20 – 26 October 2014. 
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Austria – Central Asia Collaborating Centre for GIScience, 
ACA*GIScience

Location: Kyrgyz State University for Construction, Transport and Architecture, Bishkek, 
Kyrgyzstan
Opening: 2008

The GIScience Centre, opened in 2008 at the Kyrgyz State University for Construction, 
Transport  and  Architecture  is  serving  as  the  hub  linking  Austrian  and  Central  Asian 
universities  for  jointly  developing  educational  and  technical  capacities,  implementing 
research projects and fostering information exchange and facilitating continuing education. 
It  is  playing  a  proactive  and  very  effective  role  in  promoting  public  awareness  and 
operational geoinformatics capabilities in Central Asia.

The annual GISCA conference organized by ACA*GIScience serves as a major showcase 
and  interface  with  and  among  international  experts  in  the  field  of  GIScience  and 
Geoinformatics.  The  2013  conference  for  the  second  time  attracted  academics  and 
practitioners  from  a  dozen  countries  to  KazNU  in  Almaty,  with  the  upcoming  2014 
conference  already  planned  for  late  May  at  the  Institute  for  Ecology  and  Geography, 
Chinese Academy of Sciences, Urumqi – see http:// gisca14.aca-giscience.org for further 
details

ACA*GIScience  serves  as  a  study  centre  for  the  UNIGIS  distance  learning  program, 
tutoring and assisting students from the Central Asian region in Russian language, based 
on English language online learning materials.  The implementation of  this  program in 
Central  Asia  has  been  assisted  by  Eurasia-Pacific  Uninet  and  the  Department  of 
Geoinformatics  at  the  University  of  Salzburg  through  graduate  and  postgraduate 
scholarships.

The  Centre  is  serving  as  a  link  between  Austria  and  Central  Asia  in  the  areas  of 
information exchange, education, teaching, research and training activities, and is playing a 
proactive role in promoting public awareness and extension services beneficial  to both 
sides. It emphasizes

• facilitating the development of joint research programmes conducted by scientists 
from the Eurasia-Pacific Uninet member institutions in the target countries; 

• creating educational, training and public awareness programmes in geoinformatics 
science and relevant disciplines; 

• encouraging exchange activities among member institutions of the Eurasia- Pacific 
Uninet; 

• organizing academic activities to promote public understanding, and research in 
Geographic Information Science. 

Successes of the Centre

The  following  activities  demonstrate  the  success  in  establishing  ACA*GIScience  at 
KSUCTA for  teaching,  research,  and training activities,  for  acting as  a  focal  point  for 
cooperation between Austrian Universities and multiple partners across Central Asia, and 
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• a large (1 Mio Euro) Tempus joint  curriculum development project  (see http://
tempusgem.zgis.net) supported by the European Commission has been finalized in 
2013, with ACA*GIScience serving as the regional coordinator in Central Asia; 

• a  follow-up  Tempus  project  for  Uzbekistan  was  launched  in  October  2012, 
reaching 7 Uzbek universities with an overall budget of Euro 900K. One workshop 
and a project meeting have been organized in Salzburg. See http://www.ge-uz.eu 

• the 2013 top success has been achieved through the launch of an Erasmus Mundus 
Action 2 scholarship project  involving all  5  Central  Asian countries.  A project 
volume of approx. 2.6 M Euro will support more than 100 scholarships for studies 
in  Europe.  The ‘gSmart’ project  is  led  by Z_GIS and jointly  coordinated with 
KazNU: http://em-gsmart.zgis.net 

• multiple  GIS  trainings  were  successfully  conducted  with  and  for  various 
organisations and government institutions in the region; 

a teacher training for Geoinformatics instructors was held twice in Almaty within an EPU-
supported workshops.  

38

cooperation between Austrian Universities and multiple partners across Central Asia, and 
for providing a centre of competence in GIScience:

• several externally funded research projects were acquired, e.g. from the ADB, CRDF 
(US), UNU and within the PALM-ICARDA framework; 



Tongliao – Mongolian Medicine Centre 
In a festive atmosphere the Inner Mongolian University of the Nationalities in Tong Liao, 
Inner Mongolia, represented by its President Fu Yongchun and its Vice President Chen 
Yongsheng signed a Memorandum of Understanding with Eurasia-Pacific Uninet Here 
they agreed to establish a Cooperation Office at the University for Eurasia Pacific Uninet. 
In short the Inner Mongolia University for the Nationalities (IMUN) was founded in 1958 
and is the only comprehensive university for the Mongolian Nationalities. . It is located in 
Tongliao and covers an area of 2,4m square meters. Currently, about 20,000 students are 
enrolled at the university, 86 courses can be taken, of which 64 are bachelor programmes 
and 22 master programmes. 

The University has 9,400 employees, 1,048 of whom are researchers and academics. With 
the aim of building a Teaching-Research University, IMUN has adopted of “Open and 
open  minded”  school-running  model  and  made  flexible  policies  to  attract  people  in 
teaching and academic research. IMUN has 25 colleges and 2 departments, covering law, 
education, literature, history, science, engineering, agriculture, medicine and management 
disciplines. An Academy of Music and a College of Mongolian Medicine, with a new 
Museum of Mongolian Medicine are among its specialities.
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Mongolia Grassland Centre

Jointly organized by the Mongolian State University of Agriculture, Mongolia and Eurasia-
Pacific UNINET, Austria

The  conference  took  place  from  2-3  October,  2013  in  the  Conference  Hall  of  the 
Mongolian State University of Agriculture, Main building, 2nd floor

Pasture  and  Grazing  Management  II  “Land-use  between  economic  backbone  of  rural 
population and driving force of environmental degradation” (The Scientific Approach)
 Jointly organized by Eurasia- Pacific Uninet (EPU) and Mongolian State University of 
Agriculture  (MSUA)  Venue:  Mongolia  State  University  of  Agriculture,  Ulaanbaatar, 
Mongolia Date: 2-3 October, 2013

As pasture and grazing land is heavily degraded in most of the Central Asian countries, 
which stimulates and causes soil erosion and land-slides with also a strong negative impact 
on socio-economic welfare of the rural population as well as migration, the quality of this 
land  category  shall  be  stabilized  and improved in  order  to  serve  as  a  main  economic 
backbone  for  Central  Asia  and  to  prevent  from  natural  hazards  like  drought,  floods, 
landslides  and  sedimentation.  Sustainable  and  integrated  grazing  land  and  pasture 
management  and technologies  have to  be  developed and adapted to  the  Central  Asian 
natural,  ecological,  social  and  economic  conditions.  This  goal  shall  be  reached  by 
establishing:  Mongol – Kyrgyz – Austrian Research Centre for  “Integrated Sustainable 
Pasture  and  Grazing  Management”  under  the  auspices  of  the  Eurasia-Pacific  Uninet 
Platform, Austria with the Council of Agricultural Sciences of Mongolian State

University of Agriculture, Mongolia and Training Department of Naryn State University, 
Republic of Kyrgyzstan. 
Results from the first conference at Naryn State University in June 2012: 
* Opening of the "Training Centre" 
*  Declaration  and  Memorandum for  "Training  and  Extension  Standards  for  Integrated 
Sustainable Pasture and Grazing Management in Central Asia" 
* Working Plan 2013 - 2015 Expected results of the second conference at Mongolian State 
University of Agriculture
* Know-How Exchange of the Founding Members of the Centre at MSUA 
* Draft of Curriculum for Bachelor- and Master- Studies 

Wednesday, October 2, 2013
Welcome speeches
Dr. T. Kheruuga, President of Mongolian State University of Agriculture
Dr. R. Wolf-Dieter, President of Eurasia-Pacific Uninet
Lectures:
B. Bayarmaa, „The role of Mongolian State University of Agriculture in research study of 
pasture“- Mongolian State University of Agriculture, Mongolia
Wolf-Dieter  Rausch „Grass  land studies  in  Central  Asia  and Mongolia  -  a  need for  a 
curriculum“, University of Veterinary Medicine, Austria
B.Baasanjalbuu, „Implementation of undergraduate curriculum on pasture management“, 
Mongolian State University of Agriculture, Mongolia
J.Undarmaa,  „Management  applicability  of  the  ecological  threshold  across  Mongolian 
rangeland ecosystem“ -  Mongolian State University of Agriculture, 
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E.Baibagyshov „Pasture management in Kyrgyzstan: Results of case study“ Naryn State 
University Kyrgyzstan.
S. Izzatullo, T. Kodirov Condition and measures on improvement pastures in Tajikistan 
Tajik Agrarian University, Tajikistan. 
T. Erdenechuluun „ Community development to improve rangeland management in Gobi 
region“, Mongolian State University of Agriculture, Mongolia. 
A.Pitterle  „Technology  and  consulting  services  on  integrated  sustainable  multiple-use 
natural resources management & risk evaluation“ University of Natural Resources and 
Life Sciences, Austria 
D.Bulgamaa et al.,  „Describing ecological potential and ecological states of rangeland“,
„Green  gold“  program,  Swiss  Agency  for  Development  and  Cooperaton,  Mongolia 
USDA-Agricultural Research Service, USA.

 Thursday, October 3, 2013 
B.A.Buralhiev  et  al.,  „Status  and  prospects  of  grazing“,  Kazakh  National  Agrarian 
University, Kazakhstan 
P.Ariunsuren et al.,  „Some results of resting impact on degraded rangeland in Western 
Mongolia“,Mongolian  State  University  of  Agriculture  „Green  gold“  program,  Swiss 
Agency for Development and Cooperation, Mongolia 
K.  Abdykerimov  „Veterinary  problems  in  Republic  of  Kyrgyzstan“  Kyrgyz  Research 
Institute of Veterinary, Republic of Kyrgyzstan 
A.Chymyrov „Development and implementation of digital maps in pasture management in 
Kyrgyzstan“ 15:30 – 15:45 Securing land rights and improving land use at the grassroots: 
Mongolia case B.Altantsetseg, D.Rinchindorj Peri-Urban Rangeland Project, Millennium 
Challenge  Account  of  Mongolia  Mongolian  State  University  of  Agriculture,  Mongolia 
15:45 – 16:00 Fodder production for the winter- and spring feeding of pasture animals on 
fallow under water- and soil saving conditions in Mongolia P.Liebhard, B.Undrakh-Od, 
University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences, Austria 16:00 – 16:15 The evaluation 
of natural grassland nutrition in East Wuzhumuqinqi of Inner Mongolia Y.Yang, X.Yang, 
T.Guo, X.Zhang, S.Song Northwest Agriculture and Forestry University, China 16:15 – 
16:30  Pasture  for  honey  bees  in  Mongolia  N.Togtokhbayar,  A.Nishyama,  H.Hoshiba, 
A.Yehara,  D.Uuganbayar  Mongolian  State  University  of  Agriculture,  Mongolia  Japan 
International Research Centre for Agricultural Sciences, Japan 16:30 – 17:00 Summary 
and discussion 18:00 – 20:00 Dinner Reception 
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I.Abdurahmanov „The pasture land degradation degree and its reasons in Farish district of 
Jizzakh  region  of  Uzbekistan“  -   Tashkent  Institute  of  Irrigation  and 
Melioration,Uzbekistan
X.Yue-Fei  Xu et  al.,   „Effects  of  plant  community  and vegetation nutrient  content  to 
delayed  grazing  in  an  alpine  meadow  on  the  Qinghai-Tibet  plateau“.  Northwest 
Agriculture and Forestry University, China.  
P. Liebhard „Improving and stabilising the yield of pastures with fertilization, renewing 
and  grassland  management  in  Mongolia“  University  of  Natural  Resources  and  Life 
Sciences, Austria.
 



10:15  –  10:30  Nomadic  life  styles  and  pastureland  degradation  in  southern  Mongolia 
Ch.Bolorchuluu,  D.  Tuvshinbayar  and  R.Nyamsuren  National  University  of  Mongolia 
Mongolian State University of Agriculture, Mongolia 10:30 – 10:45 Current condition and 
perspectives of pastoral animal production development B.M.Makhatov, A.A.Yegeubaev, 
B.A.Buralkhiev Kazakh National Agrarian University, Republic of Kazakhstan 10:45 – 
11:00 The traditional experience of the Mongolian nomads pasture usage Ch. Songino 
Mongolian  State  University  of  Agriculture,  Mongolia  11:00  –  11:30  Summary  on 
conference  and  research  program  to  be  implemented  during  2013-2015  including 
contributions  of  EPU  -  partner  institutions  Closing  remarks  12:00  –  12:30  Opening 
ceremony  of  the  Mongolia  –  Kyrgyz  –  Austrian  Research  Centre  “  INTEGRATED 
SUSTAINABLE  PASTURE  AND  GRAZING  MANAGEMENT”  /Innovation  and 
Technology  Transfer  centre/  13:00  –  14:30  Lunch  14:30  –  15:30  Visiting  Nomadic 
civilization museum-Mongolian State University of Agriculture
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EPU Reception at the Great Hall of the University of Vienna

The Anniversary Celebration of 15 Years of Eurasia-Pacific Uninet took place on May 
15th 2015. Over 40 participants attended the meeting as well as representatives of the 
Chinese and Russian embassy, professors from the Austrian member institutions and as a 
novelty, the current fellows from China and Mongolia were asked to present their ongoing 
scientific activity.  A series of interesting scientific activities were presented.  From the 
Austrian side representatives of the network gave lectures in medicine, pharmacology, 
social sciences and arts. 

Prof.  Alfred  Pitterle  from  the  University  of  Applied  Sciences  was  awarded  for  his 
achievements for afforestations in China and his high engagement in network activities. 
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Prof. Dr. Alfred Pitterle (BOKU, Vienna) receives an award for his longstanding 
activities by Prof Rausch

Prof Adelheid Brantner (University of Graz) and her student from CACMS reported on their 
TCM research
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Thank you for all your contributions!

45



Dear Prof. Rausch, 

On behalf of Mongolian colleagues, I would like to express our gratitude to you. You are a 
smart man! EPU has given us a great opportunity to study and do research in Austria. I am 
one of very happy others who are staying in this wonderful and peaceful country! 
We could enjoy well on May 15th and have a good time together. Thank you again for all 
of your effort to us and treating dinner on that day! On the photos, I (with glass) am next 
to you in left side.

Best Regards,

A.Orkhonselenge
(In short, Orkhon, family name is Alyeksandr, Russian name)

Department of Geography
School of Arts & Sciences
National University of Mongolia
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Austrian-Mongolian Days
Events and presentations of the meeting Wednesday 28th May 2014
The opening speeches were given by:
Dr.Irene Giner-Reichl, Austrian Ambassador to Mongolia, 
Prof. Wolf-Dieter Rausch, President EURASIA-PACIFIC UNINET 
Prof. Ochirbat Baatar, President of the Mongolian University of Science and Technology
Prof. Sarantuya Tsedenbamba, EURASIA-PACIFIC UNINET in Mongolia at MUST                 
The following scientists contributed to the success of the meeting
Prof.  S.Chuluunkhuyag,  Munkhbayar  Buyan,  „State  of  art  of  energy efficient  building 
design  in  Austria  and  Mongolia,  possible  appliances  to  the  planned  MUST building“ 
MUST
Otgonsuvd Badrakh, „Versatile measurement device for heritage saving“, MAS
Prof. Batkhishig, "My OeAD Experience in Vienna, Austria" MUST
Prof.  Davaakhuu  Gaamaa,   „Micropropagation  of  Lancea  tibetica,  a  Mongolian 
endangered medicinal plant“, NUM
 Dr. Enkh-Oyun Tulgaa,  “Impact on the progress of the Baragshun Study“ Institute of 
Veterinary Medicine, MSUA.
D.Lkhagvasuren, „Population analyses of Asiatic wild ass in Mongolia“ NUM
Dr. Buyanbaatar, „The result of soil nutrients in Mongolian arable land“ MSUA
B.Oyuntugs,  „EURASIA-PACIFIC UNINET experience“, HSUM 
Prof. Ser-Od, Prof. Do. Nyamsuren, „OEAD experience in TU Vienna“ MUST
Ya. Enkhtur, „Telederamotology“ HSUM

Prof. B.Sergelen, Dr. Zagdkhorol "System Dynamics models for improved power plant 
operation planning" MUST
Dr.  Gerelchuluun,  „Тавилганы  төрлийн  ургамлыг  тарималжуулах  нутагшуулах 
биологи экологийн онцлог“ MAS
S.Chimedtseren, „My experience in VetMed: Effects of Feed Contaminant Deoxynivalenol 
on Plasma Cytokines and mRNA Expression of Immune Genes in the Intestine of Broiler 
Chicken“, HSUM
Gegentana,  „Anti-inflammatory compounds from Mongolian plants“  Peking University 
Health Centre
Buyana Chojilsuren, „Impact on Czud on Mongolian farm animals“, MSUA
S. Purevsuren „The results of some medical plants“, HSUM
D.Undarmaa „Biological control development in Mongolia“ MSUA
Ts.Bukhchuluun,  „Хараа  голын  дагуух  газар  ашиглалтыг  цахиур  замгаар  үнэлэх“ 
MAS
N.Kherlenchimeg Монгол орны малгайт мөөг MAS
Closing ceremony by Prof. Rausch and Dinner Reception in Hotel EDELWEISS ended 
this successful meeting.
Facit: the success of a scientific stay in Austria no matter long or short will need time to 
come out and will result in continuous cooperations and joint publications. 

47



Memorandum  of  understanding  signed  in  between  Eurasia-Pacific  Uninet  and  IMUN 
and IMNU

On March 26nd during the State Visit and the Auspices of the Austrian President HE Dr. 
Heinz Fischer to Beijing and his appearance on a Meeting of the Austrian Chamber of 
Commerce two MOUs were signed in between Inner Mongolian Normal University and 
Inner Mongolian Medical University and Eurasia-Pacific Uninet. The Austrian Embassy 
led by Mme Dr. Giner-Reichl, the Cultural Attaché, Ms. Hardiman-Pollross, the Austrian 
Chamber of Commerce, Martin Glatz and the Head of OSTA Mr. Spitzl supported strongly 
the arrangement of this ceremony.

On behalf of Inner Mongolian Medical University Prof. Du signed the memorandum, in 
presence of Prof. Bao, Head of the College of Pharmacy, who contributed greatly to the 
Austrian Chinese cooperations. IMMU, founded in 1956, was one of the earliest medical 
universities in minority areas. It was under the direct jurisdiction of the Ministry of Health 
before  1958,  and  then  put  under  the  administration  of  Inner  Mongolia  Autonomous 
Region.  IMMU  was  formerly  known  as  Inner  Mongolia  Medical  College.  After  the 
approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Education,  it  was  renamed  as  Inner  Mongolia  Medical 
University in March, 2012.
With  the  50  years  of  construction  and  development,  IMMU has  trained  more  30,000 
qualified people to meet the needs of the country, had the distinct school-running feature 
and made a major contribution to economic development, social progress, technological 
innovation,  cultural  inheritance,  national  unity  and the  stability  in  border  areas  of  the 
autonomous region and. It is an important centre for Mongolian Medicine.

On sides of the Inner Mongolian Normal University President Wu signed the network 
declaration. Prof. Fu, who acted as originator of this agreement, could unfortunately not 
attend the meeting.  
For the Austrian side Professor Rausch, the President of Eurasia-Pacific Uninet signed 
both documents.
Established  in  1952,  it  is  the  first  university  established  in  Inner  Mongolia  after  the 
foundation of the People's Republic of China in 1949. It was later made a "key university" 
in Inner Mongolia. It is one of the oldest universities established in the frontier minority 
area by the CPC and its government. Inner Mongolia Normal University is an important 
base  to  train  teachers  for  primary  education,  ethnic  minority  education,  and  to  train 
compound talents who speak both Mongolian and Chinese. The school library houses over 
2,400,000  books.  It  presently  comprises  34  subordinate  colleges  and  offers  64 
undergraduate majors.
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Joint EPU-Projects, Conferences & Workshops
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The 5th Eurasia-Pacific Uninet Plenary Meeting in Vienna

The International Assembly of Eurasia-Pacific Uninet at the 5th
Plenary Meeting took place September 16h - 20th, 2015 in Vienna, Austria

Four preceding meetings have been held in China, so EPU considered it to be a challenge 
to invite the participants also to Austria. As a location the so-called Billroth-House, the 
official convention site of the Austrian Medical Association was chosen. We considered it 
to be a chance to show the famous history of the so-called Viennese School of Medicine. 
Long  preparations  from  the  decision  to  all  the  announcements  were  necessary  to 
guarantee a fruitful meeting. The goal being a meeting which was both cost effective and 
attractive.  Announcements  and  information  were  released.  A  great  number  of 
representatives of member institutions were invited. Sometimes lengthy processes were 
required to get permissions for a leave from the home country. The help of the Austrian 
authorities in Beijing for issuing the visas is highly appreciated. 
The administrative work was done by the head office in Vienna and the project managers 
in  China  and  Mongolia.  Particular  inputs  came  from  the  art  section  and  the  music 
universities. 
The arrival of the guests was welcomed at a Get together in the Old Chapel at the Campus 
of Vienna University. 
The next day saw the opening of the meeting at the Billroth House. Representatives of the 
Ministries gave us the honour as well as diplomats from China, Russia and Austria. The 
OeAD  was  represented  by  its  director.  Vice  Minister  Mag.  Barbara  Weitgruber 
representing  the  Federal  Ministry  of  Science  research,  and  economy  honoured  the 
activities of the network. The Chinese diplomat for research Prof Dong Weiguo was glad 
to see these long lasting activities with China. Also Dr. Zotti was glad to look back at such 
a fruitful cooperation.  
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Prof. Brigitte Winklehner, the founder and former president of the network provided a 

brief history of the founding and first years of Eurasia Pacific Uninet. The current state 

and general activities of the projects, fellowships and summer schools were presented by  

current president Prof Rausch. EPU summer school activities run by the University of 

Salzburg were presented by Mag. Suchanek and Mag. Imbric.

In the afternoon EPU research centres were presented, an EPU specific installation, in 

which  selected  partner  univerities  take  on  the  responsibility  of  coodinating  in  depth 

research into a specific field, thus providing expertise and fostering intensive cooperation 

against the backdrop of the network. Such EPU centres cover subjects like agriculture, 

medicine, traditional medicine and engineering.

Newly  joined  member  universities  presented  their  activities  and  interests  in  network 

cooperation. 

The social event, which took the participants to the famous Viennese vineyards, rounded 

off  the  day and provided the  opportunity  to  get  to  know each other  in  a  less  formal 

framework. 

The next morning focused on general concepts how to continue cooperations. Thereby 

emphasising  the  individual  memeber  institution's  role.  Particularly  the  great  potential 

lying on the Chinese side to support scientific and academic cooperations with Europe was 

discussed. 

The afternoon was given to discussion groups split into: working sessions in natural

sciences,  technical  sciences,  economics,  law,  health  and  medicine,  social  sciences, 

humanities and the arts. The results of these groups were integrated into a final conclusion. 

The  farewell  dinner  took  place  at  the  Palais  Lobkovitz,  surrounded  by  artistic 

presentations of Viennese music arias presented by the leader of the summer school events 

Mag. Suchanek and a renowned music group. 

The historic background being the place where at the turn of the 19th century Ludwig van 

Beethoven was a guest to this palais and his famous Eroica is actually dedicated to Franz 

Joseph Maximilian von Lobkowitz, a famous patron of the musician. The world-renowned 

Wiener Musikverein also started off from exactly this venue. 

After the official end of the meeting many participants took up the chance to partake in a 

guided tour through the University of Vienna and an excursion to the historic regions of 

the Burgenland and the Wachau. 
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After visiting universities in Krems, the monastery of Göttweig helped to understand the 

importance  of  the  church  and  religious  life  to  shape  Austrian  education  and  culture. 

Passing by Dürnstein and other scenic places in the Wachau, the visit and the meeting 

ended with the baroque Melk abbey, a spiritual and cultural centre, which can look back at   

a thousand years of Austrian history, both by the Babenberg and Habsburg families.

The participants departed for their home countries, looking forward to further cooperation 

and the next plenary meeting in 2018.
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Energy efficient, comfort-friendly and high-quality building under 
consideration of regional characteristics – master theses research 
and internships

Partners: Three Gorges University
Venue:    Hubei, China
Date:        1 Sept., 2014 – 31 March, 2015
Contact:  Dr. Sandra Allmayer, MA, 

University of Applied Sciences, Technikum Vienna, 
  Austria

Based on the  preliminary  cooperative  activities  between China,  Mongolia  and Austria 
supported by the EPU, a project was implemented that should enable knowledge exchange 
between  these  countries  in  the  field  of  sustainable,  high-quality  building  under 
consideration of regional characteristics.
40% of global construction money flow takes place in Asia. This is even more impressive 
if we consider the cheap labour costs in these countries. However, the building quality is 
very poor and the expected life span in China for example is about 13 years. The idea to 
pass on knowledge about sustainable methods of construction launched this cooperation 
project to create a more liveable environment.
First, a small group of students travelled to the China Three Gorges University and the 
Mongolian University of Science and Technology, where they conducted a various number 
of tasks. Within the framework of the EPU Project, two master and two bachelor students 
conducted German classes at the MUST University, each four hours a week. Furthermore, 
the  master  students  in  China  and  Mongolia  ran  detailed  research  on  local  building 
standards, habits, quality, etc. that they discussed in their master theses. In the course of 
this stay, also conferences and workshops on energy efficient, comfort-friendly and high 
quality building under consideration of regional characteristics were organised and held at 
the China Three Gorges University CTGU as well as the Mongolian University of Science 
and Technology MUST. Please see the conference timetable for details.
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In a specific workshop at the MUST University an alternative, more sustainable concept to 
a  planned  university  building  in  Ulan  Bator  in  cooperation  between  Austrian  and 
Mongolian professors and students was developed, a building out of sustainable material, 
consuming  less  energy,  with  higher  comfort  standards  to  create  a  pleasant  learning 
environment. In China, the conference content was more general and enabled exchange on 
building standards on a more global level.
Results and findings were represented and taken into consideration in four master theses 
(“Design of an energy-efficient mid-rise building concept with focus on thermal building 
simulation  and  total  energy  demand”  by  Markus  Stockinger,  “Design  of  an  energy-
efficient mid-rise building concept with focus on HVAC planning and building physics” 
by  Michael  Mandl,  “TRNSYS  simulation  based  development  of  an  energy  efficient 
building planning tool for different locations in China” by Michael Bayer and “Analysis 
of  possible  energy  efficient  HVAC  Systems  and  Building  Physics  solutions  for  the 
different  climate  zones  in  China  under  special  consideration  of  the  Green  Building 
Standards of China” by Phillip Letz). Further research will be conducted in the winter 
semester 2015.
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Vocal and Lieder Masterclasses at the China Conservatory, Beijing

Partners: China Conservatory, Beijing
Venue:     Beijing, China
Date:        May 10 – May 16, 2014
Contact:   Prof. Ulf Bästlein, 

     University of Music and Performing Arts Graz, Austria

At the beginning of our week at the China Conservatory, Ulf Bästlein and QingQing Tang 
(teacher for Vocal Accompaniment and Vocal Interpretation at the China Conservatory) 
had the opportunity to have a lengthy discussion and a fruitful exchange of ideas. Ms. 
QingQing Tang had prepared her students for our masterclass very well: their knowledge 
of pronunciation, phrasing and content was already very good. The singing department 
organised an audition for the Vocal Masterclass with Ulf Bästlein and Robert Heimann on 
the  Monday morning,  when 20 singers  presented  one or  two songs/arias  respectively, 
accompanied  by  several  young  pianists.  From  these,  the  nine  most  suitable/talented 
singers  were  chosen  to  participate  in  the  masterclass  with  Ulf  Bästlein  and  Robert 
Heimann. 
The actual  vocal masterclass with Ulf Bästlein commenced on the Monday afternoon, 
accompanied by 5 talented young Chinese pianists. The following days were dedicated to 
intensive work with the young singers, who were of a high standard. We were delighted to 
observe huge progress – both technical and interpretational - over a short period of time in 
a highly productive atmosphere, culminating in an excellent final concert in the concert 
hall of the Conservatory on the Friday afternoon.

In his welcoming speech at the concert,  Ulf Bästlein informed the audience about the 
conception,  history  and  development  of  the  ACMU,  also  presenting  some  ideas  for 
cooperation in the future.

Parallel  to  the  vocal  masterclass,  Robert  Heimann  taught  a  course  for  Piano  Vocal 
Accompaniment  and  Vocal  Interpretation,  working  with  nine  Voice-Piano  duos.  Here 
again, the focus was on fundamental aspects of phrasing, text diction and interpretation, 
sound production and timbre as well as the development of a particular awareness of the 
special  demands  associated  with  ensemble  collaboration  between  Lied  singers  and 
pianists.

This was the third year of this project, instigated when Hedayet Djeddikar and Stacey 
Bartsch worked with young pianists and singers at the China Conservatory. It was pleasing 
that  several  of  the  participants  from  last  year  returned  this  time,  and  that  they  had 
evidently made considerable progress in area of Lieder interpretation in the intervening 
period,  confirming  the  idea  that  a  long-term  teaching  co-operation  of  this  nature  is 
possible and fruitful. 
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The  current  vocal  duos  demonstrated 
varied  experience  in  the  area.  Some 
seemed  quite  new  to  the  field,  while 
others  were  already  able  to  deliver 
interpretations  at  a  high  technical  and 
musical level. In each case however, the 
students were highly motivated, willing 
and  able  to  react  to  and  implement 
suggestions from the course tutors.

Naturally,  work  on  the  pronunciation 
and meaning of the German Lieder texts 
was a  primary focus with the Chinese 

students, as a musical interpretation can only be developed through a clear understanding 
of the poetic content. Here, we are particularly pleased to report that in our work with the 
students, the prevalent preconception that Asian students have difficulty transmitting the 
emotional  content  of  European  romantic  literature  due  to  their  differing  cultural 
backgrounds seems to be unfounded. 

On  the  contrary,  we  were  pleasantly 
surprised at the students’ level of interest 
and  interpretational  potential.  While  we 
did have some contact  with staff  in  the 
vocal  and  piano  accompaniment 
departments,  we would like  to  intensify 
this  interaction in the future in order to 
realise longer-term projects  in form and 
content, as well as to sustain and increase 
the results of our particular work and that 
of the ACMU cooperation in general. The cooperation with Prof. Song Yi (from the singing 
department of the China Conservatory) was very close and excellent again. Furthermore, 
we would like to mention Qingqing Tang again in this context. She speaks German very 
well and is an enthusiastic tutor for German language and Lied at the China Conservatory. 
We enjoyed discussions with her about the possible content and organisational aspects of 
future cooperation with the ACMU.
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Regional Online Atlas Central Asia

ooAl-Farabi Kazakh National University  
Lomonossow Moscow State University 
Chinese Academy of Sciences 
Venue:     Kazakhstan
Date:        May - June, 2014
Contact:   Prof. Dr. Josef Strobl,

   University of Salzburg, 
   Austria

This ongoing initiative in 2014 was focusing on building a spatial data infrastructure on 
the  foundation  of  the  ArcGIS Online  framework.  Z_GIS researchers  like  Dr  Mariana 
Belgiu and Dr Manfred Mittlboeck conducted several seminars, webinars and work- shop, 
either online of at events like GISCA and GI_Forum.
Outcomes of these jsupported several different specific activities. On the occasion of the 
2014 ‘GIS Day’, a new website showcasing outstanding landscapes and features across 
Kyrgyzstan was promoted. Visitors were welcomed to access http://bit.ly/1AOZfyM and 
explore  the  highlighted  locations  to  experience  a  fully  navigable  storymap  –  the 
background satellite imagery was arranged to be zoomed and panned to dis- cover other 
interesting places.

Partners  were  invited  to  propose 
additional loca), a cloud-based geospatial 
content  management  system  offering 
solid  foundations  for  educational  and 
research applications.
As a core activity,  Z_GIS in the fall  of 
2014  (September  13-22)  organized  a 
dedicated  ‘summer  school’ =  workshop 
on  ‘Online  GIS  Data  Management, 
Mapping and Analy- sis’ at the University 

of Salzburg, inviting students and faculty from Central Asian parner universities. For 9 
students  (Rakhymbay  Zabira,  Kurmasheva  Aisulu,  Aynabat  Anyyeva,  Bekkarnayeva 
Gulnaz,  Imamalieva  Perizat,  Vanijev  Shonazar,  Raimbekova  Khimcha,  Bissenbayeva 
Sakura, Kerimbay Gulzhan) a scholarship was awarded. This workshop was intended to 
serve as a starting point to initiative ‘online atlas’ contributions eg through master theses 
and project work at their home universities.

As another specific outcome, a Kazakh student (Aigerim Mussayeva) in 2015 successfully 
completed  her  MSc  thesis  entitled  'Online  Atlas  for  Central  Asia'  supervised  by  Dr. 
Manfred Mittlboeck. The prototype 'OAOA Atlas' elements developed for this thesis can 
be accessed online at www.caatlas.com. The MSc degree in Applied Geoinformatics was 
awarded by  the  University  of  Salzburg  within  the  framework of  the  gSmart  Erasmus 
Mundus project. 
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ACA-GIScience: Austria-Central Asia Centre for GIScience

Partners: Tribhuvan University, Nepal
Venue:    Nepal
Date:       November – December 2014
Contact: Dr. Shahnawaz,

  University of Salzburg, Austria

The GIScience Centre, opened in 2008 at the Kyrgyz State University for Construction, 
Transport  and  Architecture  is  serving  as  the  hub  linking  Austrian  and  Central  Asian 
universities  for  jointly  developing  educational  and  technical  capacities,  implementing 
research  projects  and  fostering  information  exchange  and  facilitating  continuing 
education. It is playing a proactive and very effective role in promoting public awareness 
and operational geoinformatics capabilities in Central Asia.

This  regional  centre  continued  to  be  hosted  at  the  Kyrgyz  State  University  of 
Construction, Transport and Architecture in Bishkek and served as a hub for collaboration 
be- tween Austrian and Central Asian universities and research institutions.

Beyond  the  annual  ‘flagship  event’ (GISCA conference,  see  below),  ACA*GIScience 
coordinated  a  range  of  activities  focused  on  regional  development  in  Geoinformatics, 
linking with institutions like CAIAG, WHO,CRDF and UNDP and facilitating numerous 
projects and capacity building events. 

The connecting role of the centre is illustrated e.g. by delegation visit  of Chinese and 
German researchers, led by EcoCAR Project Coordinator Prof. Dr. Umut Halik, to the 
ACA*GIScience office in Bishkek on October 25, 2014.

This project has been started within the 
initiative  "Between  Europe  and  the 
Orient – A Focus on Research and Higher 
Education  in  Central  Asia  and  the 
Caucasus" supported by the Volkswagen 
Foundation in 2014, and aims at the eco- 
system assessment and capacity building 
for  sustainable  management  of  flood 
plains  along  the  Central  Asian  rivers 
Tarim and Naryn.  ACA*GIScience  was 
joining  this  project  consortium  as  a 
partner to contribute through applications 
of Remote Sensing and GIS technologies 
in realization of the project tasks.

After  the Tempus project  ‘GEM’ was concluded in late  2013,  the ‘gSmart’ follow-up 
initiative under the EU Erasmus Mundus scheme succeeded with a full launch in 2014, 
offering approx 2.5M Euro in scholarship funding to students and researchers from all 
five Central Asian countries. This project certainly is the centre’s biggest achievement 
until  now and  would  not  have  been  possible  without  the  many pre-  ceding  years  of 
building an effective network be- tween and within Europe as well as Central Asia.
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Pacific  Uninet  and  the  Department  of  Geoinformatics  at  the  University  of  Salzburg 
through graduate and post- graduate scholarships.

The  Centre  is  serving  as  a  link  between  Austria  and  Central  Asia  in  the  areas  of 
information exchange, education, teaching, research and training activities, and is playing 
a proactive role in promoting public awareness and extension services beneficial to both 
sides.

It emphasises

• facilitating the development of joint research programmes conducted by scientists 
from the Eurasia-Pacific Uninet member institutions in the target countries; 

• creating educational, training and public awareness programmes in geoinformatics 
science and relevant disciplines; 

• encouraging exchange activities among member institutions of the Eurasia-Pacific 
Uninet; 

 

A closely related Tempus project for Uzbekistan was launched in October 2012, reaching 
7 Uzbek universities with an overall budget of Euro 900K. Work- shops and a project 
meetings, as well as substantial mobilities were continued in 2014 See http://www.ge-
uz.eu

ACA*GIScience also serves  as  a  study centre  for  the UNIGIS distance learning pro- 
gram, tutoring and assisting students from the Central Asian region in Russian language, 
based  on  English  language  online  learning  materials.  The  implementation  of  this 
programme  in  Central  Asia  has  been  assisted  by  Eurasia-Pacific  Uninet  and  the 
Department of Geoinformatics at the University of Salzburg through graduate and post- 
graduate scholarships.
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 • organizing academic activities to promote public understanding, and research 
in Geographic Information Science. 

For   For  general  communication,  ACA*GIScience  was  maintaining  the  http://
www.acagiscience.org  website  as  well  as  providing  a  news  service  at  http://
acagisc.blogspot.com. 



GISCA – GIS in Central Asia Conference

Partners: KSUCTA, Bishkek
   NazNU, Alamaty, Kazakhstan

Venue:    Urumqi, China
Date:       29 May, 2014 – 31 May, 2014
Contact: Dr. Bernhard Plunger

  Austrian Academy of Sciences, 
  Austria

Within  the  by  now traditional  ‘GISCA’ 
conference  series  (see  http://gisca.aca-
gisci- ence.org), the 2014 event ‘GIS in 
Central Asia’ Conference - GISCA 2014 
-  under  the  motto  "Silk  Road  in  space 
and  time:  the  Urumqi  node"  has  been 
held in May 29-31, 2014 at the Xinjiang 
Institute  of  Ecology  and  Geography, 
Chinese  Academy  of  Sciences,  China. 
Contributions  were  welcomed  from  all 
application  domains  of  geospatial 
methods  and  techniques,  in  particular 
from fields, which are highly relevant for 
the  themes  of  land  management, 
environmental  studies,  resource 
management, conservation and planning.  
More  than  80  participants  came  from 
Central  Asian  countries,  Asia,  Africa, 
Europe and USA. The main objectives of 
this English language conference were to 
bring  together  GIS  academics, 
researchers  and  practitioners  from  the 

Central  Asian  and  other  countries  and  to  encourage  international  cooperation  and 
knowledge exchange in GIS education.

GISCA 2014 was dealing with a range of themes: • GIS for Environmental Management

•  GIS  for  Disaster  and  Emergency  Management  •  GIS  for  Regional  Sustainable 
Development

• GIS for Natural and Cultural Heritage management

• GIS for Business and Logistics

• GIS for Public Health

• New Trends and Technologies in Surveying, Cadastre and Land Management. 
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• GIS and Ecosystem Modelling

• Education programme in Geoinformatics

• International networking in teaching and use of GIS technologies

• Development of Spatial Data Infrastructures.

Details regarding the conference program are available from the conference website at 
http://gisca14.aca-giscience.org, including a photo gallery of GISCA 2014: https://
plus.google.com/pho- tos/107160114979917629363/al- bums/6020660575857167265

Conference proceedings were published in the fall of 2014 by the editors Alishir Kurban 
representing  the  local  organizers  of  the  2014  GIS-in-Central-Asia  Conference  and 
Akylbek Chymyrov from ACA*GIScience as head of this annual conference series have 
announced the availability of the 2014 proceedings, accessible for download:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4ZBnTTLy_oOSHJpU3FsNU1STmc/view?
usp=sharing.

Under the 2014 motto "Silk Road in Space and Time - the Urumqi Node" an impressive 
series  of  papers  has  been  submitted,  reviewed  and  compiled  into  this  volume, 
documenting the state of Geoinformatics as well as GIS and Remote Sensing applications 
across Central Asia. 
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Health-related quality of life in heart disease – Korean version(s)

Partners: Hanyang University, Korea Date:       25 Aug, 2014 – 31 Sept, 2014 
   Yonsei University, Korea Contact:  Prof. Dr. Stefan Höfer

Venue:     Innsbruck Meidcal University, Medical University Innsbruck, 
    Austria   Austria

As  one  means  to  improve  the  quality  of  health  care,  the  Institute  of  Medicine  has 
emphansised the need for more patient-centred care. Both the European Medicines Agency 
and  the  US  Food  and  Drug  Administration  have  defined  evaluations  or  reports  of  a 
patient’s health condition that come directly from the patient, such as the health-related 
quality  of  life  (HRQL),  as  patient-reported  outcomes.  Patient-reported  outcomes  are 
valuable  in  national  and  international  clinical  and  research  studies  for  assessing 
achievement of helath goals,  assessing health disparities between population segments, 
evaluating health care intervention effectiveness, and making between-diagnosis treatment 
comparisons. Specific HRQL questionnaires are designed for patients with either a specific 
disease or a specific diagnosis within a given disease. However this precludes between-
diagnosis  HRQL  coutcome  comparisons.  Core  disease-specific  HRQL  questionnaries 
provide a solution to this limitation; for example, between-diagnosis HRQL comparisons 
have been possible for two decades in patients with different cancer diagnoses. Ischemic 
heart disease (IHD) accounts for approximately 15.4% of all deaths in Europe and 15.8% 
in  the  USA.  Patients  with  IHD,  specifically  angina,  myocardial  infarction  (MI),  and 
ischemic heart failure, present on a continuum of disease. With a wide range of fealth 
status  deficits,  IHD treatment  and  therapeutic  goals  include  reduced  mortality  and  an 
enhanced quality of the longer life.  The National Heart,  Lung and Blood Institute has 
stressed the importance of patient-reported outcomes in clinical care and relevant clinical 
trails for patients with IHD. When used as outcome measures, HRQL questionnaires need 
to provide accurate information about the performance of the individual by demonstrating 
both reliability,  i.e.  the degree to which an instrument is  free form random error,  and 
validity, i.e.  the degree to which the instrument measures what it  purports to measure. 
Valid and reliable IHD diagnosis-specific health status and HRQL tools such as the Seattle 
Angina Questionnaire (SAQ), the MacNew Heart Disease Health-related Quality of Life 
Questionnaire  (MacNew),  and  the  Minnesota  Living  With  Heart  Failure  (MLHF) 
questionnaire 15,16 are available for use in patients with angina, MI, and heart failure.
Over  recent  years,  the  MacNew has  proven  to  be  internationally  a  core  IHD-specific 
HRQL instrument across all major cardiac diseases.
This project made the MacNew instrument available in Korean and it was adapted to the 
Korean culture.
In two physical meetings (Innsbruck 2014, Korea 2015) and through continuous online 
communication, the translation and cultural adaptation procedure following the guidelines 
of Ware 1995 and the Medical Outcomes Trust Committee 2002 could be completed. This 
was an iterative process including repeated backward-forward translations, face to face 
and online exchange until the underlying conceptual factors were adapted to the Korean 
language and culture. This involved a numerous set of people in each country (lay person 
and health professional), both fluent in Korean and English, who independently translated 
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the instruments, convened and agreed under guided supervision to a common set of items 
and answering options in Korean. This version was then back-translated by the second set 
of people (again, lay persons and health professional). This process was repeated until a 
agreeable  version  became  available.  The  next  step  in  the  project  has  already  been 
approved by EPU and been initiated. 



Recovery of Traditional Technologies

Partners: Al-Farabi Kazakh National
   University, Kazakhstan 
   National University of Mongolia
   Seoul National University, Korea

Venue:    University of Salzburg
Date:       May 11 2015 – May 13 2015
Contact:  Prof. Dr. Angela Schottenhammer

  University of Salzburg, 
  Austria

The conference for the first time brought together a group of scholars from all over the 
world, including Kazakhstan, Mongolia, Korea, Mexico, Turkey, the USA, Austria, and 
Germany. It was cofounded by the renowned Max Planck Institute in Berlin as well as my 
cooperation partner, the Indian Ocean World Centre at McGill University, Canada, and the 
Horst Görtz Institute, Berlin, as well as the History Department of Salzburg University. 
The paper contributions covered a wide range of topics and we are going to publish the 
conference results in a special issue of my scientific journal “Crossroads – Studies on the 
History  of  Exchange  Relations  in  the  East  Asian  World”,  in  which  Dr.  Buell,  Dr. 
Valenzuela, Dr. Park have already published an earlier paper on particular forms of stills. 
At  the  same  time,  we  will  apply  for  more  funding  and  establish  this  research  as  an 
international  research  project.  To  this  end,  a  close  cooperation  among  historians  and 
scholars from life and natural sciences is planned. Our research also will include analysis 
from both textual and archaeological evidence.
Some of the participants will join the biannual international conference on the “History of 
Science and Technology in Asia” in Paris this July. The basic outcomes are summarized 
below. In addition, I will include below the abstracts of the papers of our EPU cooperation 
partners.

1. We plan a second, much larger conference, probably in a year’s time, either again at 
Salzburg or in Mongolia. We try again to get funding from EPU, Max Planck but also 
additional sponsors, as much more funding will be necessary for a larger conference.
2.  We are  going  to  publish  the  proceedings  of  the  present  conference  in  Crossroads, 
Angela Schottenhammer’s journal, and wait until the second conference has taken place to 
do a serious book, including possibly soliciting some more articles from persons unable to 
participate. 

3. In support of the second, larger gathering, and publications, we decided to create a 
steering committee. Dagmar Schäfer (Max Planck), Paul Buell (Max Planck) and Angela 
Schottenhammer (Salzburg University) would be on the committee and solicit additional 
persons. People selected must be able to help with organizing, invitations, publications 
and  funding.  Paul  Buell  nominated  Prof.  Dashdondog  Bayarsaikhan,  who  has  good 
connections  in  Mongolia,  and  proposed  to  solicit  Gene  Anderson  who  has  good 
anthropology connections and possibly Tom Allsen, a renowned historian on Mongolian 
history.

4. Angela Schottenhammer suggested a web site, for which Max Planck could provide a 
venue. We would put up factual information as well as reports and that kind of thing. 
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1. Moldir Oskenbay, M.A.

Paper Topic: "Fermented Dairy Products: Methods of making Kazakh Qurts and its Health 
Benefits"
The production of fermented dairy products, especially qurt has continued for decades in 
Kazakhstan, but the detailed method of making had not been broadly investigated before. 
Historically, qurt was invented by nomadic peoples of Central Asia. It has long been an 
important component of functional foods, and intense research efforts are under way to 
develop  it  into  more  valuable.  The  research  show that  the  percentage  of  protein  was 
significantly  different  among  the  different  made  qurts  (2.3-2.9%  to  2.9-4.93%).  The 
highest  protein presence was in  the qurt  from camel's  milk made by dried and salted 
method. 
This  article  provides  an  overview of  the  methods  and  different  techniques  of  making 
Kazakh qurts and its health benefits, which can be derived by the consumers through their 
regular intake.

2. Prof. Dr. Dashdondog Bayarsaikhan

Paper  Topic:  "Drinking  Traits  and  Culture  of  the  Imperial  Mongols  in  the  Eyes  of 
Observers and in a Multicultural Context”

Abstract:  Modern scholarship is actively engaged in the study of ‘Mongolian-inspired’ 
cultural  exchanges  that  took  over  Eurasia.  These  exchanges  prove  that  a  history  of 
relationship  between  the  medieval  East  and  West  cannot  be  limited  to  diplomatic, 
ideological and economic interactions.
The extensive  use  of  regional  and foreign ties  and resources  is  expressive  of  unique, 
multicultural social aspects of the Mongol Empire. Along with aspects of material culture, 
there was a broad transmission of knowledge and intellectual culture among the various 
the inhabitants of Empire, including such things as language, and history and literature, as 
well as agriculture, construction techniques, medicine, food, etc.
In this paper I will look at one relevant area and examine aspects of the drinking habits 
and drinking culture of the medieval Mongols and how the traits of the Mongols in this 
area were viewed in different historical sources, by different observers, namely by Kirakos 
Gandzaketsi, John Di Plano Carpini, William of Rubruck, Hu Sihui and Ibn Battuta.

3. Dr. Hyunhee Park

Paper Topic: Traditions and Change: Distillation Technology and Mongol Korea

This paper is part of a book-length project entitled “The Story of Soju: Distillation in 
Mongol Korea, its Eurasian Roots and Global Context,” co-authored with Paul D. Buell. 

5. In pursuit of the next conference, Paul Buell suggested that we expand those invited to 
include scholars from China,  more from Korea,  and Japan. Also we try and get more 
people  from  an  Ulanude  (Buriatia),  Mongolia,  Tibet,  India  axis,  and  of  course  from 
Turkey and the Middle East. In terms of areas of emphasis we need more anthropologists, 
more on the scientific side,  good historians of science,  and, as regard fields,  alchemy. 
Alchemy needs become a major context for us.

Abstracts of papers from our EPU cooperation partners
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Soju, the Korean national alcoholic drink, has now become one of the world’s most popular 
drinks  as  well.  It  has  an  interesting  history  that  involved  large-scale  Eurasian  cultural 
contacts and technology transfers. Soju distillation technology was introduced from China 
to Korea during its Mongol period (early 13th to late 14th century), as part of a first era of 
globalization, and out of the cultural interactions involved the soju of today has developed. 
Like many other distilled alcoholic drinks appearing at the time, Soju was often called 
araki during the Mongol era, using an Arabic word meaning “brandy” popularized by the 
Mongols, although not all the araki drinks of the time were “brandies.” The exchanges 
involved have been little  studied,  but  were  particularly  important  for  Korea and,  most 
important, are particularly well documented in a variety of sources that credit explicitly the 
role of the Mongols. These exchanges demonstrate how transfers of foods and medicinal 
technologies in premodern Eurasia could have significant impact on people’s lives in a 
broader social context. The present paper examines in detail the ways in which a transfer of 
distillation technology from the Yuan China to Koryo Korea took place and the influences 
present  in  the  processes  involved.  Utilizing  available  documentary  and  archaeological 
sources,  it  will  first  examine traditional  alcoholic drinks consumed in Korea by Koryo 
dynasty to Korea. It will then discuss political and cultural relations of the Yuan dynasty of 
China with the Koryo dynasty as facilitating environment for the transfer of distillation 
technology from China to Korea. Examining surviving artifacts such as actual stills dating 
back to the fifteenth century still found in the Korean National Museum, and in Chinese 
archaeological  collections,  the  paper  will  provide  a  concrete  case  of  transfer  of  the 
distillation technology from the Yuan China to Koryo Korea through the Mongol army 
camps in Korea.

4. Batdorj Batjargal

Paper  topic:  Probiotic  Properties  of  Lactic  Acid  Bacteria  Isolated  from  Mongolian 
Fermented Mare’s milk 
Fermented mare’s milk (airag) prepared using traditional Mongolian technology has played 
an extremely important role in Mongolians diet from the ancient times down to the present. 
Airag generally contains about 2% alcohol, 0.5-1.5% lactic acid, 2-4% lactose. 
Recently a growing interest has emerged relating to the use of fermented milk in human 
nutrition, and in the treatment of certain human diseases such as hepatitis, chronic ulcers 
and tuberculosis. The nutritional and therapeutic values of fermented milk products depend 
to a great degree on the composition of their microorganisms, which can be used as start 
cultures.
The main purpose of the present study has been to determine the probiotic properties of 
lactic acid bacteria isolated from fermented mare’s milk. In this study, 42 varieties of lactic 
acid  bacteria  were  isolated  from  Mongolian  airag.  All  isolates  were  identified  using 
morphological, biochemical and physiological methods. The isolated bacteria were studied 
for  antagonistic  effects  on  Enterococcus  faecalis,  Escherichia  coli,  Pseudomonas 
aeruginosa and Staphylococcus aureus. Some 22 strains showed antibacterial activity. 

When  we  examined  probiotic  properties  such  as  bile  acid  tolerance  and  gastric  acid 
tolerance, it was shown that only 6 bacterial strains could survive up to 3 hours in a pH 3.0 
acid environment, and up to 8 hours in a 0.3% bile acid environment. Selected probiotic 
strains were further identified as to species by the API 50CHL system. The antioxidant 
activity of probiotic strains were determined by a 1,1-diphenyl-2 picrylhydrazyl (DPPH) 
assay. While the antioxidant activity in cell free supernatant fluctuated within a range of
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26.1-38.4%, antioxidant activity after 72 hours of fermentation in a whey fraction was 
between 17.23-55.12%.



Conversion of the chemical concentration of odorous mixtures into 
odour concentration and odour intensity: A comparison of methods

Partners: Tianjin University, China
   Health Sciences University of
   Mongolia
   ZAMG, Austria

Venue:    
Date:       September 2014
Contact:  Prof. Günther Schauberger

 University of Veterinary Medicine of Vienna, 
  Austria

Continuous odour measurements both of emissions as well as ambient concentrations are 
seldom realised, mainly because of their high costs. They are therefore often substituted by 
concentration measurements of odorous substances.  Then a conversion of the chemical 
concentrations  C  (mg  m_3)  into  odour  concentrations  COD  (ouE  m_3)  and  odour 
intensities OI is necessary. Four methods to convert the concentrations of single substances 
to the odour concentrations and odour intensities of an odorous mixture are investigated: 
(1) direct use of measured concentrations, (2) the sum of the odour activity value SOAV, 
(3) the sum of the odour intensities SOI, and (4) the equivalent odour concentration EOC, 
as a new method. The methods are evaluated with olfactometric measurements of seven 
substances as well as their mixtures. The results indicate that the SOI and EOC conversion 
methods  deliver  reliable  values.  These  methods  use  not  only  the  odour  threshold 
concentration but also the slope of the WebereFechner law to include the sensitivity of the 
odour  perception  of  the  individual  substances.  They  fulfil  the  criteria  of  an  objective 
conversion  without  the  need  of  a  further  calibration  by  additional  olfactometric 
measurements.

Full  article  available  online  at:http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/
S1352231015306294

Chuandong Wu a, Jiemin Liu a, Peng Zhao b, Martin Piringer c, Günther Schauberger d, *

a  University  of  Science  and  Technology  Beijing,  School  of  Chemistry  and  Biological 
Engineering, Beijing, China

b Beijing Municipal Institute of Labor Protection, Key Laboratory of Occupational Health 
and Safety, Beijing, China c Department 
of  Environmental  Meteorology,  Central 
Institute  of  Meteorology  and 
Geodynamics, Vienna, Austria

d  WG  Environmental  Health,  Unit  for 
Physiology and Biophysics, University of 
Veterinary Medicine, Vienna, Austria
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3rd Rise Conference - «Socio-Creative Economy» Transformation 
to a new economic paradigm
Partners: Seoul National University, Korea 

   Yonsei University, Korea
Venue:    Diplomatic Academy of Vienna
Date:       2 June – 4 June, 2014
Contact:  Prof. Dr. Rainer Dormels

  Univesity of Vienna, 
  Austria

Actions on Government Level
The  creative  class  is  considered  key  for  transforming  society.  The  three  keywords 
Technology,  Talents,  and  Tolerance  are  essential  for  enhancing  creativity.  Overall,  the 
traditional relations need to be changed in such a way that new forms of social creativity 
are fostered, and that creative economy is given freedom, not regulation, on policy level.
The contribution of enterprises to social and environmental aspects needs to be much more 
recognized.  Governments  are  called  to  increase  their  effort  in  fostering education and 
incubation.  Of  specific  relevance  for  enhancing  social  innovation  and  creativity  are  a 
horizontal integration on the level of regions, cities, and neighbourhoods, as well as the 
evaluation of overall goals and the implementation of mechanisms for capacity-building.
Actions on individual and market level
Founders  of  social  ventures  need  a  deep  knowledge  in  the  fields  of  business  and 
technology experience, as well as linkages to the market, in addition to their strong social 
drive.
What  is  more,  the  current  lack  of  social  value  measurement  needs  to  be  met  by  an 
institutional and social recognition, forming a strong ground for proving the social values 
to out- side investors. Impact investment vehicles are to be developed as an alternative to 
traditional grant-giving and socially responsible investment. The current status of Korean 
social  enter-  prises  demands  for  converting  their  dependent  nature  into  viable,  self-
sustaining enter- prises that creatively address social issues.
Of  specific  relevance  for  a  creative  economy  is  a  community-based  economic 
development, supported by workplace learning and training, as well as an appropriate use 
of re- sources.

Summary
As the competitiveness of an economy is defined as the ability of a country to provide 
beyond GDP-goals such as innovative industries, high standards, low income-differences, 
and ecological responsibility, only such a focus on beyond GDP-goals will translate into 
welfare gains in line with the boundaries of our planet.
The  contributions  have  shown  that  our  countries  need  to  seek  a  unique,  innovation-
oriented strategy, which has already proven to be successful in Austria. That is why the 
development of a creative economy, dominated by highly innovative enterprises with a 
societal mission, is of highest relevance.
The outlook concluding this report will highlight the next steps of the RiSE cross-national 
research program in this direction.
 

Project 22/2014

72



„Sustainable living in high density structures in tropical and 
subtropical regions“

Partners: Chinese University of Hong Kong, 
  China
  Hong Kong Housing Authority
  Tongji University Shanghai

Venue:    Chinese University of Hong Kong
Date:       January 2014 – December 2014
Contact:  Prof. Roger Riewe

   Graz University of Technology

Austrian cooperation and Research Project with Centre of Housing Innovations (CUHK), 
Hong Kong Housing Authority and Tongji University Shanghai, CAUP

The objective in the long term is the expansion of scientific and business cooperation and 
the exchange of specialist expertise between Chinese and Austria Institutes, Universities 
and Companies. 
We expect a symbiosis with Chinese companies on the basis of various foundations of 
knowledge,  different  experiences  and  expertise.  This  interaction  of  “know-how“  with 
Institute for Architecture Technology (IAT), TU Graz and Centre of Housing Innovations, 
Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK), Hong Kong Housing Authority and Tongji 
University  Shanghai  will  build  a  positive  relationship  involving  expert  knowledge 
exchange and lead to completely new results in the development of building structures.

Centre of Housing Innovations/School of Architecture, CUHK:
On  14th  of  September  2014  Prof.  Roger  Riewe,  Head  of  Institute  of  Architecture 
Technology, Graz University of Technology  has been at CUHK. He signed at that day the 
Memorandum  of  Understanding  for  future  academic  collaboration  and  exchange  of 
knowledge with Prof. Jin Yeu Tsou, Director Centre for Housing Innovations, CUHK (see 
MoU attached).  On 5th  of  December  2014 Prof.  Roger  Riewe done a  lecture  for  the 
Master students School of Architecture leaded by Prof. Jin Yeu Tsou (see photo attached).
The day before on 4th of December 2014 we organized the workshop with employees of 
Graz  University  of  Technology,  Institute  of  Architecture  Technology  and  Chinese 
University  of  Hong Kong.   The participants  have been from TU Graz,  Roger  Riewe, 
Sorana Radulescu, Ferdinand Oswald and from CUHK, Prof. Jin Tsou, Prof. Benny Chow 
and Ass. Prof. Minjung Maing (see attached photo). The workshop was to elaborate and 
exchange know how for future research project with the topic „Sustainable living in high 
density  structures”.   The  workshop  result  was  to  continue  with  a  specific  project  to 
develop façade opening systems in Hong Kong with European companies. 
The student exchange program between School of Architecture, CUHK and Faculty of 
Architecture, TU Graz is working now till 4 1/2 years. In Austria we welcomed this year 
the tenth exchange student from CUHK.  In the same time the next 2 Austrian students 
will go to Hong Kong for 1 semester. The personal contact to the Chinese students shows 
us, that they are very satisfied about the studying conditions at the Faculty of Architecture, 
TU Graz. 

Hong Kong Housing Authority:
On  4th  of  December  2014  we  organized  the  meeting  with  Roger  Riewe,  Ferdinand 
Oswald, Ada Fung, Director of the Hong Kong Housing Authority and Stephen Yu Chau 
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After the meeting Stephen Yu Chau Yim, Chief Architect of the Hong Kong Housing went 
for a field trip with Roger Riewe and Ferdinand Oswald to visit the latest state of the art 
housing typologies at Kai Ching Estate, Kai Tak, Hong Kong (see attached photo).

Tongji University Shanghai, CAUP:
The participant of the International Conference: “High Density & Living Comfort // China 
Austria  2013”  in  Graz,  Ass.  Prof.  Cen  Wei,  already  published  in  our  same  named 
publication his results of the Conference.

For  our  planed  second  “China  –  Austria” 
Conference in year 2016 at TU Graz we like 
to  invite  again  Professors  from  Tongji 
University.  Hereby  we  like  to  depth  the 
relation between our two Universities. 
The  student  exchange  program  between 
Tongji  University  Shanghai,  College  of 
Architecture & Urban Planning and Faculty 
of Architecture, TU Graz is working now till 
3 1/2 years. In Austria we welcomed this year 
the eight exchange student from Tongji.  In 
the  same time the next  2  Austrian students 
will  go  to  Shanghai  for  1  semester.  The 
personal  contact  to  the  Chinese  students 
shows us,  that they are very satisfied about 
the  studying  conditions  at  the  Faculty  of 
Architecture, TU Graz. 

 

Yim, Chief Architect of the Hong Kong Housing Authority.  Both partners resumed that 
the collaboration with the aim to realize the research results of the façade opening system 
in a built residential high-riser pilot-project from the Housing Authority in Hong Kong in 
cooperation with an European façade company will be the aim of the next following years. 
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Field Summer School: Alpine collision zone

Partners: Jilin University, China
   Northwest University Xi’an, China
   Peking University, China   

Venue:    Vienna & China
Date:       14 July, 2014 – 15 July, 2014
Contact:  Prof. Dr. Franz Neubauer

   University of Salzburg,
  Austria

The Field Summer School “Alpine collision zone: When Continents Collide: a Field 
Workshop on  Structure  and Tectonic  Evolution  of  Alps,  the  Classical  Collisional 
Mountain Belt” was undertaken between July 15 – 24, 2014, Eastern Alps and had the 
main  aim  to  introduce  38  participants  from  several  Chinese  (Jilin  University  in 
Changchun, Northwest University in Xi´an, and a large group of PhD students mainly 
from the School of Earth and Space Sciences of the Peking University into the principal 
geological  concepts  of  development  of  the  Alpine  mountain  range.  A  few  further 
researchers from other institutions joined the excursion, like researchers from the Institute 
of Geology and Geophysics of the Chinese Academy of Sciences and China Universitry of 
Geosciences Wuhan.
The Alpine  mountain  range,  and in  particular  the  Eastern  Alps,  is  the  prototype  of  a 
continent-continent  collisional  mountain  belt,  which resulted  from the  collision of  the 
stable European plate and the Adriatic microplate. Since the early days of geology, many 
classical structures of collisional mountain belts were introduced there and, because of the 
good  knowledge,  many  new  analytical  methods  and  tools  were  applied  on  classical 
localities for the first time. Many concepts of geology were born in Alps. Such classical 
examples are the type locality of eclogite in the Saualpe as evidence of subduction, the 
Tethys as  ancient  lost  ocean,  the Tauern window, the Periadriatic  fault  as  type for  an 
orogen-parallel  fault,  lateral  extrusion  tectonics,  the  Carnic  Alps  for  Paleozoic 
stratigraphy, the transition of a high mountain belt into the deep-lying  Pannonian basin. 
Consequently,  the interest  of  researchers  in  the field of  geosciences from all  over  the 
world is quite high to see these classical localities and to understand geological processes 
leading to the specific structures.
After a half-day introduction at the Salzburg University, a ten-day field workshop crossed 
the Eastern Alps at approximately the meridian of Salzburg through the central Tauern 
window to the Periadriatic fault and Carnic Alps and Karawanken, then to the eclogite 
bearing basement rocks of the Koralpe-Saualpe region and then flat-lying Styrian basin. In 
the field, all the excursion stops dealing with classical concepts mentioned above were 
visited and discussed. A lively discussion developed and specifically the PhD students 
started to ask more and more questions during the course of the excursion and many hand-
drawings  were  made  to  underline  and  develop  details  of  tectonic  and  stratigraphic 
concepts. Specifically, the integration of contemporaneous processes deep within the earth 
and at shallow and surface levels as response of a single plate tectonic process found 
much interest. In this sense, the main result of the field workshop was that specifically 
understanding. 
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young participants started to change the way of thinking on mountain building processes 
towards a more integrative treatment.
The hope is that PhD students and young postdoctoral researchers will find their way to 
adapt the Alpine concepts and develop new ones on the mountain ranges in Inner and 
Eastern Asia.
The excursion also allowed all participants to see and understand daily life and culture in 
major towns like Salzburg and Graz as well as in remote places at countryside of Austria. 
New friendships were created and new collaborative research initiatives were discussed 
and established. In this way, the Field Workshop “Alpine Collision Zone” was a great 
experience  for  all  Chinese  participants  and  a  great  success  in  collaborative  work  and  
understanding.
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Healthcare and Rehabilitation Technology

Partners: Medical University of Vienna, Austria
   Royal University of Bhutan, Bhutan
   University of Medical Sciences of Bhutan, Bhutan 
   Tribhuvan Universty, Nepal
   Korkyt Ata Kyzylorda State University, Kazakhstan

Venue:    Korkyt Ata Kyzylorda State University
Date:       April 22, 2013 – April 24, 2013
Contact:  Dr. Reinhard Paulesich; 
   University of Applied Sciences, Technikum Wien.
     Austria

Based on the preliminary cooperative actvities oft he previous EPU Project Healthcare and 
Rehabilitation  Technology,  focussing  on  the  demand  on  healthcare,  prevention  and 
rehabilitation  in  view  of  varying  economic  factors  and  social  and  demographic 
developments, tis follow-up project drew in additional EPU member instituions in Central 
Asia and put a strong focus on the field of Assistive Technology devices and services.

Assistive Technologies to support disabled and elderly people through the use of modern 
information technologies have gained importance worldwide.  Appropriate technological 
support  allows people with severe disabilities  to participate in the modern information 
society and to achieve a high degree of autonomy in everyday life. This also facilitates the 
care  situation  by  family  members  or  caregivers.  The  project  brought  together 
representatives oft he scientific community rooted in various social, economic and cultural 
environments and attempted to find solutions in the fields of user interfaces (Accessible 
Design, Design-For-All) and the provision of assistance to people with physical or mental 
disabilities by special devices.

In continuation oft he exhcange of related teaching and research content of instituitons in 
Bhutan,  Nepal,  and  Austria  in  a  joint  conference  in  Vienna  in  2014,  workshops  and 
seminars were ehld at Korkyt Ata Kyzylorda State University, Kazakhstan, together with 
representatives from the Royal University of Bhutan, the Jigme Dorji Wangchuck National 
Referral Hospitals, Bhutan, and the University of Applied Sciences Technikum Wien. The 
cancellation  of  participation  by  our  friends  from  Tribhuvan  University  Institute  of 
Medicine, Kathmandu, and in view oft he devastating earthquakes in Nepal reinforces the 
need of further – and global – development of healthcare and rehabilitations systems.

A specific  workshop  held  for  participants  from  various  departments  of  Korkyt  Ata 
Kyzylorda State University,  the Regional Oncology Hospital,  and other stakeholders to 
build simple switches using the Flexible Assistive Button Interface as input methods for 
people with physical disabilities.  Contacts with schools in Kyzylorda for children with 
visual  and  hearing  impairment  triggered  considerations  of  developing  assistive 
technologies in those directions as well.

Results and findings will be presented and further developed at the summer school oft he 
AsTeRICS (Assistive Technology Rapid Integration and Construction Set) Academy at the 
University  of  Applied  Sciences  in  the  summer  of  2015  with  the  integration  of 
representatives and students of project partners and other interested stakeholders.
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Energy efficient, comfort-friendly and high-quality building under 
consideration of regional characteristics
Meetings concerning future cooperation with CTGU and MUST

Partners: Mongolian University of Science and Technology, Mongolia
   Three Gorges University, China

Venue:    University of Applied Sciences Technikum Wien, Vienna
Date:       May 24 – July  10, 2015
Contact:  Dr. Sandra Allmayer

   University of Applied Sciences Technikum Wien, Austria

Based on the  preliminary  cooperative  activities  between China,  Mongolia  and Austria 
supported by the EPU, officials from the China Three Gorges University CTGU including 
Zhang Gudong, Li Yunjiang, Xu Huahua and from the Mongolian University of Science 
and Technology Buyan Munkhbayar and Janjindor Gankhuy were invited to discuss and 
specify further cooperation.
An agenda was created for  both stays.  For  exact  program details,  please see attached 
timetables.  The main goal was two stimulate and discuss further cooperation, but also 
previous collaboration was reviewed, workshops for knowledge exchange were conducted 
and also some free-time activities were organized to contribute to a pleasant stay.
The Mongolian visitors intensively focused on discussions about further cooperation in the 
beginning of their stay. Both partners agreed to intensify their relation and to get involved 
in the project NAMA – National Adapted Mitigation Activity in the construction sector of 
Mongolia for the years 2016 to 2020. Furthermore, both parties agreed to continue the 
started research on the alternative concept  for  the planned university building in Ulan 
Bator  including  a  cost  analysis.  Additionally,  lecture  exchanges  and  internships  are 
planned for the coming academic year 2015/2016.
Next to that, an excursion to state-of-the-art building projects in Vienna took place and a 
workshop, where previous research results on a sustainable university building in Ulan 
Bator where presented. At the end, a dinner with current and former participants of the 
cooperation work took place.
For the Chinese visitors a similar framework was organised, where again the focus was on 
specification of future collaboration work. As a result, a strategic partnership between the 
China Three Gorges University and University of Applied Sciences Technikum Wien was 
set up and signed, where specific details on cooperation in the fields of lecture exchange, 
student exchange, mentorship of master and bachelor theses, international conferences and 
a common PhD program are fixed.Next to the main program, also excursions to energy 
efficient  buildings  and  some  sights  in  Vienna  were  conducted.  During  a  workshop, 
previous  research  results  and  cooperation  activities  with  Mongolia  and  Ethiopia  were 
presented, that was followed by a dinner with current and former cooperation partners.
The results of these two weeks discussions were written down and these documents can be 
found online.
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Joint Workshop on Food Allergies: Molecular and Immunological 
Strategies for Prevention, Diagnosis and Therapy

Partners: Beijing University of TCM, China 
   National Taiwan University

Venue:    Beijing, Vienna, Nanjing
Date:       December 2014 – January 2015
Contact:  Prof. Dr. Ma Yan

   Medical University of Vienna, Austria

1. Brief introduction of the project:

Food allergy is  becoming an important public health problem that affects children and 
adults  worldwide.  Approximately  one  in  five  is  believed  to  be  suffering  from a  food 
allergy. About 15-20% of the population in Central Europe suffers from pollen allergies, 
and 50-93% of birch pollen allergy patients develop an allergy to pollen-associated food 
allergens. Studies have shown that children with atopic dermatitis and food allergy have a 
higher prevalence of allergic rhinitis and asthma. This joint workshop aims to discuss the 
excellent tools for component-resolved allergy diagnosis providing detailed information 
about the patients’ sensitization profile and the controlled clinical trials highlighting the 
potential of TCM formulas as efficacious and safe alternatives or complements to standard 
western therapy for asthma and food allergy. 

2. Joint Workshop in Beijing, China

The  Joint  Workshop  on  “Food  Allergies:  Molecular  and  Immunological  Strategies  for 
Prevention,  Diagnosis  and Therapy” was  held  in  January 2015 in  Beijing.  One of  the 
outcome of this workshop was the editorial activity with the topic of “TCM and Allergic 
Asthma”.
Prof. Yan Ma, Prof. Bi-Fong Lin and Prof. Bor-Luen Chiang coordinated an edition of a 
Special  Issue  on  Traditional  Herbal  Medicine  and  Allergic  Asthma  in  the  journal  of 
Evidence-Based Complementary and Alternative Medicine and published their  research 
articles and a review article of “Traditional Herb Medicine and Allergic Asthma” together.

3. Exchange activities in China and in Austria during this project

1) Assoc.  Prof.  Dr.  Mei  Xue  from  Xiyuan  Hospital,  China  Academy  of  Chinese 
Medical Sciences.
Prof. Dr. Xue visited the Medical University of Vienna from November to December 2014. 
She joined our research experiments and the teaching program. We discussed the next steps 
of the teaching and TCM research projects. Prof. Xue will support Prof. Shi, vice president 
of the Xiyuan Hospital to receive our students for a clinical internship in autumn 2015. We 
exchanged new information about TCM research from different conferences and plan to 
publish new articles in the future. We prepared a proposal of “Improvement of ventricular 
remodeling  after  myocardial  infarction  by  Panax  quinquefolius  saponins  and  their 
interactions with aspirin and clopidogrel“ which have been submitted to FWF and Chinese 
NFSC foundations.
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2).  Dr. Lixia Lou, MD, PhD from the Beijing Dongchimen Hospital, Beijing University 
of Chinese Medicine.
Dr. Lou joined our research project of “Anti-inflammatory and anti-cancer effects of the 
Chinese herbal medicine formulas” from April to July 2015 at the Medical University of 
Vienna. She joined our research experiments, our scientific journal club, our Center Social 
Day and supervised PhD students.  She gave a  lecture  of  her  expertise  in  the field of 
“research on cardiovascular diseases with Chinese herbal medicine” at our Institute.

4. References

1)    Bi-Fong  Lin,  Bor-Luen  Chiang,  Yan  Ma,  Jin-Yuarn  Lin,  and  Miaw-Ling  Chen: 
Traditional  Herbal  Medicine  and  Allergic  Asthma.   Evid  Based  Complement  Alternat 
Med. 2015;2015:510989. doi: 10.1155/2015/510989. Epub 2015 Apr 28. 
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Project 
36/2014

Cultural Transformations: Value changes in China? The impact of 
globalisation on the traditional value system of stundents in China

Partners: Fudan University, China
Venue:    Beijing and Shanghai, China
Date:       October 2014 – June 2015
Contact:  Dr. Thomas Herdin

  University of Salzburg, Austria

The People’s Republic of China (PRC) is back on the global agenda. In the late 1970s, the 
process  of  modernization  (reform  and  opening  up  under  Deng  Xiaoping)  brought 
enormous  changes  to  the  economy,  society  and  cultural  landscape.  China  has  rapidly 
emerged as a major world power, despite the current global economic crisis. This research 
explored the changes in Chinese values caused by the expanding economic and cultural 
exchange processes. Based on a quantitative (N=18) as well qualitative (N=676) study – 
which was built  up on previous research in the year 2007 – shifts in basic as well as 
secondary values were analysed.
The empirical research demonstrated that basic values held in China remain quite stable 
over  time,  and  are  quite  distinct  from values  held  in  Europe  (Austria).  It  seems  that 
Western values  have at  most  penetrated only the outer  cultural  surface in  China.  The 
impression  is  that  internationalisation  leads  to  a  visual  global  blend  through  an 
omnipresent exchange like transcultural  lifestyles,  distribution of images through mass 
media, cultural artefacts and living styles. All these indicators demonstrate that through 
the globalization process a form of cultural synchronization is developing – but, as this 
study has shown, this is only superficial and manifests itself only at the level of secondary 
values.

The  analysis  of  the  basic 
values of Chinese students has 
s h o w n  t h a t  t h e s e 
developments have not led to 
a  merging or  synchronization 
with  Western  values: 
traditional  Chinese  values 
remain  deeply  rooted.  Rather 
than ‘hybridization’,  the term 
‘ c u l t u r a l  s u r f a c e 
synchronization’ seems a more 
apt  description  for  the 
situation.

During  the  field  research  in  end  of  March/beginning  of  April  Thomas  Herdin  was 
appointed as:
“Adjunction Researcher”
of the
Fudan Development Institute (FDDI)
(see attached photo)
The  FDDI  is  not  only  an  open  platform  integrating  scholars  and  resources  for 
interdisciplinary researches of social sciences, but also a think tank that produce policy 
reports and offer consultations for national development to the government.
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Austrian-Central  Asian  Research  and  Training  Centre  for  Forest 
Sciences

Partners: Federal Research and Training Centre for Forests, Natural 
   Hazards and Landscape, BFW, Austria
   Kyrgyz National Agrarian University, Kyrgyzstan
   Tajik Agrarian University
   Tashkent Agrarian University

Venue:    Bishkek
Date:       May 2015
Contact:  Prof. Dr. Harald Vacik

   University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences Vienna, Austria

The opening of the Austrian-Central Asian Research and Training Centre for Forest Sciences was 
done during the workshop on “Supporting capacity building in Forest Education, Research and 

Training n Central Asia” from 27-28th of May 2015 at the Kyrgyz national Agrarian University in 
Bishkek.  The  Centre  was  established  in  order  to  offer  high  level  educational  and  research 
opportunities in the field of forestry and environment related applications. The Centre is hosted at 
the Kyrgyz National Agrarian University and will serve as a link between Austria and Central Asia 
playing a proactive role in promoting public awareness and operational  capabilities in Central 
Asia. The main tasks of the Centre are the organization of international academic workshops and 
training courses for forest and natural resources management, as well as the promotion of further 
cooperation  for  developing  capacity,  organizing  summer  schools,  exchanges  of  scientific 
researcher and students between partners.

Accordingly, as the first step of this Centre, the start-up workshop was organized.
The workshop started with a brief welcome note from the Agrarian University (Kyrgyzstand) and 
the University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences (BOKU) representatives. Further, on behalf 
of  the  KNAU,  Ms.  Ykovleva  gave  the  first  presentation  about  the  Kyrgyz  forestry  education 
system and its strengths and challenges and potentials on how to move forward. Afterwards, the 
presentation  session  was  continued  by  various  education/research  approaches  and  vocational 
training activities of local NGOs, GIS centre, regional universities. During the second part of the 
session, our colleagues from the universities of Tajikistan, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and Austria 
shared their experiences on forestry curriculum, research and training facilities and possible ideas 
to start with actions in the centre. The second part of the workshop was dedicated to focusing on 
the  current  gaps,  the  future  needs  and possible  solutions  according to  forest  education,  forest 
research and forest  training.  The main goal  of  the participants was to brainstorm about ideas/
visions to address these challenges.
Based on the discussions of these topics it was possible to identify three actions, which have been 
seen of highest relevance by all participants. With the proposal “Methods for teaching” it  was 
aimed to train/teach teachers on innovative technologies, train on how to use modern tools and 
equipment in the field of forestry and train teachers on combined methods of teaching. With the 
proposal “Training on Forest inventory” it was aimed to obtaining reliable information (quality and 
quantity)  of  forest  resources  and  provide  a  solid  basis  for  planning  for  Conservation  and 
development  of  forests  and  forest  resources.  With  the  proposal  on  “Climate  change  research 
studies” there was the interest to model changes regarding the tree line, identify the carbon storage 
in  Kyrgyz  forests,  define  the  potential  forest  cover  under  climate  change  and  develop 
recommendations about areas to protect and/or change management. The minutes of the workshop 
provide an overview about the discussions and the proposed actions to be taken.
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The Treatment of China’s Outward Investments into Europe under 
the Europe-China Tax Treaties

Partners: Peking University (CUFE), China
   Xiamen University Law School, China
   Chinese University of Hong Kong

Venue:    WU, Vienna 
   CUFE, Xiamen University

Date:       September  2014 – July 2015
Contact:  Prof. Dr. Michael Lang

   Vienna University of Economics and Business, Austria

The Austrian-Chinese Tax Research Network
Since 2008, the Institute for Austrian and International Tax Law at WU (Vienna University 
of Economics and Business) has established a unique tax research network with the focus 
on international tax law, tax policy and tax administration with the following Chinese 
universities: Peking University Law School, Central University of Finance and Economics 
(CUFE, Beijing), Sun Yat-Sen University, Wuhan University, Xiamen University, Chinese 
University of Hong Kong and University of Hong Kong.

Realisation of the Project
The  current  project  focused  on  “The  Treatment  of  China’s  Outward  Investments  into 
Europe  under  the  Europe-China  Tax  Treaties  and  Investment  Treaties”.  Within  the 
framework of the project, both, research and teaching activities, were conducted.

 Workshop:  The  results  of  the  research  project  were  presented  and  discussed  in  a 
workshop, organized by the Institute for Austrian and International Tax Law together with 
the WU Global Tax Policy Center, in Vienna on June 2, 2015.

• The workshop was chaired by Prof. Rust and Oliver- Christoph Günther 
(both WU) and Prof. Yansheng Zhu (Xiamen University) and Prof. Dan Cheng (Jinan 
University) from China attended the event. The intensive and fruitful scientific exchange 
strengthened the consistent and sustainable research cooperation between WU and these 
Chinese universities. 

•   Publication: Last year, a WU team consisting of Prof. Lang, Prof. Owens, 
Oliver-Christoph Günther, Ina Kerschner, Li Na and Marion Stiastny travelled to Greater 
China for  a  series  of  events  including the International  Tax Conference “Positioning 
Hong Kong in the New International Tax Environment”. The outcome of this conference, 
which was organized together with the Chinese University of Hong Kong, has now been 
published by Kluwer. The book “International Taxation: Law and Practice in Hong Kong 
and China” examines the international law that governs taxation in Hong Kong and sets 
a  comparison  to  Mainland  China.  In  this  respect,  the  contributors  discuss  the 
developments and directions of Hong Kong’s foreign economic policy. The analyses are 
presented by leading international tax law experts. In addition, this book identifies gaps 
and  the  need  for  changes,  and  relates  the  legal  framework  to  economic  issues 
surrounding  transnational  business  operations  including  the  economic  rationale  for 
protection of foreign investments. 
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Teaching in Beijing and Xiamen: A Viennese delegation consisting of Lukas Mechtler, 
Erik Pinetz and Marion Stiastny gave a four days lecture on international tax law in April 
2015. The lectures were integrated into the curriculum of the PKU Tax Law Center / 
CUFE and were therefore primarily attended by bachelor and master students. However, 
the lectures were also open to practitioners and other people interested in the project. In 

July 2015, the 2nd Summer School of International Tax Law at Xiamen University took 
place. The event lasted five days, focused on special issues on tax treaty law and was 
attended by more than 170 participants including academics, students, professionals and 
representatives  of  the  Chinese  tax  authorities.  The  Austrian  Team  consisted  of  Rita 
Szudoczky, Alessandro Roncarati, Jasmin Kollmann and Laura Turcan. 
Outlook 
During the latest events the most interesting ideas for future projects were reviewed. In 
light  of  recent  developments,  such  as  the  planned  update  of  the  OECD  Model  Tax 
Convention on Income and Capital, the OECD “Base Erosion and Profit Shifting” (BEPS) 
project,  the  OECD  work  on  tax  and  crime  and  the  OECD  work  on  exchange  of 
information,  it  was  concluded  that  the  research  cooperation  within  the  established 
Austrian-Chinese Tax Research Network should be intensified by conducting a research 
project on “Tax and Governance”. The Institute for Austrian and International Tax Law 
and its cooperation partners plan not only to organise conferences on this topic in Beijing 
and  Hong  Kong,  but  also  teaching  activities  in  Beijing  and  in  Xiamen  in  the  next 
academic year. 
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Identification of Japanese hop allergens for molecule-based 
diagnosis

Partners: Yonsei University College of Medicine, Seoul, Korea
Venue:    World Allergy Congress, Seoul, Korea
Date:       14 – 17 October 2015
Contact: Dr. Gabriele Gadermaier

   University of Salzburg, Austria

The  project  on  the  Identification  of  Japanese  hop  pollen  allergens  was  conducted  as 
collaboration between the University of Salzburg and the Yonsei University. While the Korean 
partners  provided the  initial  idea,  plant  pollen and sera  of  Japanese  hop allergic  patients,  the 
molecular characterization of IgE binding proteins was performed at the University of Salzburg, 
Department of Molecular Biology. Upon 2D gel electrophoresis and mass spectrometry, we were 
able  to  cDNA clone  two  candidate  molecules,  i)  a  thioredoxin  and  ii)  a  cytochrome  C.  A 
recombinant molecule of Japanese hop thioredoxin was produced in E. coli and used for initial 
screening with human sera. A batch of the protein and the plasmid for subsequent production in 
Korea was transferred to Prof. Park in October 2015. The work on the allergen identification and 
characterization was mainly performed by B. Kastner, BSc during her master thesis and Stephanie 
Eichhorn,  MSc as  part  of  her  PhD work.  Details  on the  work protocols  can be  found in  the 
attachment. Please note that due to potential patent issues, the master work of Bianca Kastner is 
not  yet  published  and  thus  held  confidential.  Further  information  about  the  purification  of 
recombinant Japanese hop thioredoxin can be found in the follow up short report of July 2015 by 
S. Eichhorn.

Project partner meetings:
14. 10. 2015: Project discussion meeting involving Prof. Dr. Jung-Won Park, Dr. Kyoung-

Yong  Jeong,  Dr.  Kyung-Hee  Park,  and  coworkers.  Further  experimental  plans  regarding  the 
transferred material (protein and plasmid) are elaborated. Dr. Kyoung-Yong Jeong is going to test 
additional patients’ sera of Japanese hop allergic patients for reactivity. 

16. 10. 2015: Meeting with Prof. Dr. Jung-Won Park, Dr. Kyoung-Yong Jeong, Dr. Kyung-
Hee Park, coworkers and students. Further collaboration projects and dissemination of the results 
are  discussed  which  includes  presentations  at  congresses  and  publication  in  a  peer-reviewed 
journal. 

Due to the present but also a previously funded WTZ project (project leader Prof. Fatima 
Ferreira),  Prof.  Park  and  his  research  team  became  valuable  partners  in  additional  scientific 
projects aside from the above described. Three abstracts were accepted for poster presentations at 
International congresses (see below). 

Poster discussion presentation at the Annual Meeting of the EAACI, Barcelona, Spain, 
2015

Allergenic members of the defensin-like protein family share structural features but 
show distinct immunological properties

Pablos, Eichhorn, Machado, Briza, Ebner, Park, Arora, Vieths, Gadermaier, Ferreira 
Poster at World Allergy Congress, Seoul, Korea, 2015
Production and characterization of recombinant Periplaneta Americana allergens for 

component resolved diagnosis
Eichhorn, Pablos,  Kastner,  Schweidler,  Wildner Briza,  Park, Arora,  Vieths Gadermaier, 

Ferreira
Poster at International Symposium of Molecular Allergology, Lisbon, Portugal, 2015
Art v 1, Amb a 4 and Par h 1 defensin-like proteins share similar structural features 

but distinct immunological and allergenic properties
Pablos, Eichhorn, Machado, Briza, Ebner, Park, Didierlaurent, Arora, Vieths, Gadermaier, 

Ferreira
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Research  and  Training  in  the  Field  of  Cultural  Heritage 
Preservation Indian Austrian Summer School 2015

Partners: National Museum Institute New Delhi, India
Venue:    Vienna
Date:       12 July – 02 August, 2015
Contact:  Prof. Dr. Gabriela Krist

   University of Applied Arts, Vienna, Austria

In summer 2015 University of Applied Arts Vienna welcomed a group of students and 
teaching  staff  from  the  National  Museum  Institute,  New  Delhi.  Eight  conservation 
students and four art history students from India had the opportunity to live and study in 
Vienna. Biggest part of the group attended the conservation workshop from July 13 to 
August 2, 2015, the other part stayed at the art history department of the university from 
July 13 to July 19. 
This is the second summer school that took place at University of Applied Arts. In the 
future, the program will be held each year, due to the big success in the past. First and 
foremost the Summer School is designed to provide hands-on experience in conservation 
and to enable the participants to gain deeper understanding about up-to-date methods in 
conservation in Austria.
Both  institutions,  the  University  of  Applied  Arts  Vienna  and  the  National  Museum 
Institute New Delhi, are members of the Eurasia-Pacific Uninet (EPU) and have signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding to facilitate academic collaboration, which is now also 
considered on governmental level. The MOU is including collaboration agreements of the 
Conservation, the Museology and the Art History Department of each institution.

Training
As in the year before, the training schedule of the 
Summer  School  comprised  lectures,  discussions 
and  practical  demonstrations.  Each  week  of  the 
workshop including the weekends was dedicated to 
another  field  and organised by staff  members  of 
the  Institute  of  Conservation  Vienna.  The 
participants had the possibility to work on original 
objects under professional supervision. Apart from 
this, study trips to renowned museums, institutions 
and monuments were organised to show Vienna in 
all  its  facets  and  to  deliver  an  impression  how 
conservation is carried out in Austria. 
In  the  field  of  paintings,  participants  were 
introduced  to  surface  cleaning  as  well  as  to 

consolidation-procedures of paint layers with natural and synthetic materials. The students 
learned  how  to  handle  panel  and  canvas  paintings  and  how  to  carry  out  protective 
preventive measures. 
In  the  object  department  the  program focused  on  the  conservation  and  restoration  of 
ceramics and glass. These lessons took place at the Museum of Applied Arts, an important 
partner of University of Applied Arts. There the students could put together broken Asian 
vessels  and  plates  and  experience  themselves  the  most  important  tasks  of  ceramic 
conservation. 
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To deepen their  knowledge about  storage methods,  the students  visited the central  art 
depository  of  the  Kunsthistorisches  Museum  Vienna  at  Himberg.  This  storage  is  a 
purpose-built, secure and state-of-the-art facility outside the city with innovative storage 
techniques. It was an excellent opportunity to see and understand one of the best possible 
storage and management systems for a variety of different objects. Additional study trips 
to the centre of Vienna, Schönbrunn Palace and Gardens, and Belvedere Museum and 
Palace enabled the students to enjoy the beauty of Viennese architecture and art and to get 
to know Austrian culture. A social highlight for both University staff and students was a 
warm welcome reception at  the Indian Embassy in Vienna,  accompanied by a typical 
Indian buffet.
The  art  history  students  followed  another  programme:  it  focussed  on  the  training  in 
western art history.

The  members  of  the  Department  of  Art  History  provided  an  overview of  paleolithic, 
neolithic  and  ancient  up  to  contemporary  art.  The  students  had  the  chance  to  study 
paintings,  sculptures  and  objects  of  different  kinds  from all  over  Europe  in  Viennese 
Museums. By walking through the city different  styles and types of architecture were 
explored. 

Outcome und Future Plans
The Summer School has not only given the Indian students a chance to hands-on training 
on original works of art but also an overview on methodologies, materials and approaches 
of  conservation  in  Austria.  As  the  academic  training  in  India  has  not  yet  established 
laboratories and studios for practical conservation the Summer School in Austria provided 
an  important  opportunity  to  gain  practice.  The  training  enabled  students  to  propose, 
discuss and carry out  conservation interventions independently and communicate  their 
decisions. 

The participants of the Art History workshop were able to enrich their knowledge towards 
the  expanded field  of  World  Art  History,  here  with  particular  focus  on European and 
Austrian Art History.
All in all,  this cooperation and the Summer School serve as advanced staff training – 
horizons are broadened and expertise is upgraded on the Indian as well as on the Austrian 
side.  The  knowledge  of  objects,  sites,  socio-cultural  practices,  approaches  and 
methodologies gets enlarged. 

The National Museum Institute New Delhi invited the Austrian colleagues to India, the 
study  trip  will  take  place  in  February  2016.  The  possibility  of  starting  a  joint  PhD 
programme  in  conservation  and  onsite  conservation  projects  in  India  will  be  further 
explored. Due to the big success, it is planned to repeat the Summer School in Vienna in 
summer 2016, again with the support of Eurasia-Pacific Uninet.

Moreover they got to know one of the biggest Austrian museums “behind the scenes”. 
In  the  third  week,  the  participants  learnt  about  textiles,  their  proper  handling  and 
mounting,  deterioration  problems,  nature,  structure  and  identification  of  fibres  and 
conservation  measures.  The  hands-on  training  covered  dry  and  wet  cleaning  and  the 
packing of textiles as well as sewing techniques. 
The scientific analysis of materials, for example binding media and pigments was taught 
in  the  hands-on  chemistry  workshop.  Taking  samples,  preparing  cross  sections  for 
investigation as well as techniques of microscopic and chemical spot tests for material 
identification were covered. 
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Team of the University of Applied Arts 
Staff of the University of Applied Arts: Prof. Gabriela Krist, Prof. Eva Kernbauer, Mag. 
Johanna Wilk, Mag. Veronika Loiskandl, Mag. Caroline Ocks, Mag. Marija Milchin, HR 
Mag. Manfred Trummer, Dipl.  Rest .Tanja Kimmel, Dr .Tanja Bayerova, Mag Sophie 
Geretsegger, Mag. Stefanie Kitzberger, Mag. Katharina Jesberger

National Museum Institute, Participants
Staff of National Museum Institute: Prof. Satish Pandey, Dr. Savita Kumari, Dr. Bipin 
Kumar Thakur
Students of National Museum Institute: Anuja Mukherjee, Ritu, Garima, Sakshi Ahuja, 
Prerana,  Ashna  Rawat,  Nivedita  Dilip  Dhage,  Bhawana  Kathuria,  Sia,  Roshini  Roy 
Festus, Chetan Chiller, Nikita Rathore 

Cooperative Institutions and Partners in Vienna

Indian Embassy in Vienna,  Austrian Cultural  Forum New Delhi,  Museum of Applied 
Arts, Schloß Schönbrunn Palace, Kunsthistorisches Museum Wien, Belvedere
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Patan 2014

Partners: Kathmandu Valley Preservation Trust, Nepal
   The National Museum Institute (NMI) in New Delhi, India
Venue:     Patan Royal Palace, Nepal
Date:       25 Aug. – 16 September, 2014
Contact:  Prof. Dr. Gabriela Krist
   University of Applied Arts Vienna, Austria

The Golden Doorway Ensemble
The Golden Doorway Ensemble is located in the Mul Chowk, the main courtyard of the 
Royal Palace of Patan. It is a three-part ensemble consisting of a central golden doorway 
and sculptures of the river goddesses Ganga (left) and Yamuna (right) at its sides. The 
objects, all fire gilded copper repoussé, date to the late 17th century and have suffered 
severe damages and loss of elements.
During a previous campaign of the Institute of Conservation in 2012 the original parts of 
the ensemble were restored and the missing elements were reconstructed and attached.
Although  this  restoration  fulfilled  the  requirements  that  all  additions  to  the  ensemble 
should be identifiable by the beholder, the target of a uniform and proper appearance was 
not  entirely  accomplished.  The  supplements  and  the  original  differ  in  the  extent  of 
degradation  of  the  gilding,  whereby  the  former  stand  out  and  disturb  the  uniform 
appearance of the ensemble. In order to provide a homogenous image, the supplements 
needed to be toned down. 
Thus it was possible to uniform the appearance of original and supplements.

The North Gate at Patan Royal Palace
The North Gate is part of two stone relief gates on the facade of the Royal Palace, left and 
right to the Degutaleju Temple. The exact date of their construction is unknown, but it is 
believed that they were built between 1700 and 1730.
Both gates were already treated in the previous campaigns, 2012 and 2013. 
While the main aim of the campaign in 2012 was the stabilization and first cleaning of the 
relief blocks in order to preserve the substance, in 2013 the work mainly focused on the 
reduction of the bituminous coating of the south gate. This was done by the use of a laser 
in cooperation with the El.En.-Group represented by Dr. Alessandro Zanini. Furthermore 
retouching and replacement of cracked and open joints was carried out.
The main goal of this year‘s campaign was to get a homogeneous appearance of the north 
gate as it was done at the south gate. 
In  a  first  step  thick  incrustations  of  bitumen on some areas  of  the  stone reliefs  were 
reduced by acetone and brushes. This step was necessary to enable fast and effective laser 
cleaning. Then the stone reliefs were cleaned with a special laser. Areas that were pre-
weathered and then coated with bitumen were deeply soaked and could therefore only be 
cleaned partially.

The joints pointed in 2012 by the local workers showed several cracks and did not fit to the 
surrounding stone because of their pinkish colour. Therefore it was decided, that all joints 
should  be  repointed  with  a  special  mortar,  which  was  developed  at  the  Institute  of 
Conservation in order to better fit the stone.
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Bhandarkhal Tank Pavilion
The  Bhandarkhal  Tank  is  part  of  the  palace 
gardens and lies behind the Sundari Chowk. The 
monument is dated 1674 and had been the main 
water supply for the Royal Palace. At the north 
side of the tank there is a little pavilion with a 
base made of stone blocks including stone reliefs.
In the campaign of 2010 the base of the pavilion 
at the Bhandarkhal Tank was dismantled. In order 
to  preserve  the  structure  of  the  stone  carvings, 
several treatments were carried out including the 
removal  of  various  coatings  and  mortar  rests, 
biocide  treatment,  salt  reduction  and  cleaning. 

After the campaign of 2010 the base of the pavilion was rebuild under the supervision of the KVPT and the 
upper wooden part of the pavilion was reconstructed.

The mortar which was used (2010/11) for the joints of the pavilion base consists mainly of lime and brick 
dust. Due to the big amount of brick dust in the mortar the joints appear red / pink. Therefore it was now 
decided to retouch the joints. First, rests of the mortar were removed mechanically with scalpel and glass-
fibre pencils from the stone blocks surrounding the joint. Then the pinkish joints were painted with silicate 
paint.  First  white  colour  was  used,  in  a  second layer  brown pigments  were  added.  The two layers  are 
necessary in order to get a homogenous appearance of the joints and the surrounding stone blocks.

The new mortar for the joints was prepared with sand, brick dust, slaked lime and grey 
cement. The joints were repointed over the level of the surrounding stone surface and after 
keeping them moist for several hours the mortar was scraped off. After the cleaning and 
repointing some retouching was carried out. In areas where the laser cleaning did not give 
sufficient results the stone was lightened – new stone reconstructions were darkened a bit 
instead. 

Tusha Hiti
In  February  2010  a  dismantling  of  the  Tusha  Hiti  took  place 
under the supervision of Manfred Trummer.  A new foundation 
was made and a plastic foil was placed between the foundation 
and the Tusha Hiti. In summer 2010 the team from the University 
of Applied Arts Vienna repointed the joints and fixed (glued) the 
deity-sculptures on the top of the Tusha Hiti.
In  summer  2014  most  of  the  stone  reliefs  at  the  Tusha  Hiti 
presented themselves in a greenish colour due to microbiological 
growth and plants. In order to regain the original appearance and 
to  protect  the  stone  reliefs  all  the  biofilms  were  removed 
mechanically  from  the  stone  reliefs.  They  were  cleaned  with 
water and brushes.

University Team: Head: Gabriela Krist
Senior conservators on site:
Marija Milcin; Kathrin Schmidt
Manfred Trummer
Students: Katharina Fuchs; Karoline Halbwachs; Ana Stefaner
External Specialist: Alessandro Zanini
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Austrian Days in Mongolia / June 2015 / University Cooperation 
Workshop ‘Cultural Heritage and Conservation Science’

Partners: Mongolian State University of Arts and Culture, Mongolia
   University of Salzburg, Austria

Venue:    Center of Cultural Heritage, Central Palace of Culture, Ulaanbaatar, 
   Mongolia

Date:       4 June – 5 June 2015
Contact:  Prof. Dr. Gabriela Krist

   University of Applied Arts Vienna, Austria

The two days’ workshop 'Cultural Heritage and Conservation Science' was inaugurated by 
Mr.  Galbadrakh  Enkhbat,  director  of  the  Cultural  Heritage  Center,  and  Mrs.  Gudrun 
Hardiman-Polross, head of the Cultural Forum of the Austrian Embassy in Beijing.
After the introductory lecture on 'Conservation studies and training in Austria' by Prof. 
Gabriela Krist, head of the Institute of Conservation, University of Applied Arts Vienna, 
the workshop continued with an intensive theoretical part and two practical sessions. The 
main  objectives  introduced were  'Cultural  Heritage  and Conservation Science',  'Cross-
sections preparation' and 'Identification of artists´ pigments'.
The theoretical session started with the explanation of the role of conservation sciences in 

the  process  of  conservation  and  restoration  of  the 
cultural heritage based on numerous case studies. The 
participants  then  learned  everything  regarding 
sampling  and  samples  preparation:  how  to  take 
samples  from  the  objects  of  art,  how  to  make  a 
comprehensive  documentation  of  sampling  and 
samples,  observation  of  samples  under  the 
stereomicroscope,  mounting  of  samples  and  cross-
sections  preparation  and,  finally,  cross-section 
observation in the polarised light microscope. 

At the end of this session cross-sections from samples from the real object that is currently 
under the restoration at  the Cultural  Heritage Center,  were prepared.  These have been 
taken to Vienna where they would be further analysed.
In the second part of the practical session basis of the spot tests (microchemical reactions), 
heat  and  colour  flame  tests  for  pigment  identification  were  explained  and  practically 
demonstrated. Students practised the full range of tests on the reference pigments. 
 
The workshop was successful in providing students with the right approach to deal with 
the paintings and painted objects while doing their conservation. According to participants
´ comments in the final discussion, they consider both the lectures as well as the practical 
sessions to be interesting and very useful, and the participants also expressed their strong 
wish to continue the range of the workshops about painting materials with the topic about 
binding media.
The workshop was hold by DI Dr. Tatjana Bayerova, chemist, and Prof. Dr. Mag. Gabriela 
Krist, head, Institute of Conservation, University of Applied Arts Vienna.
We are very thankful to Mrs. Tsolmon Tserendorj, the Cultural Heritage Center, for all her 
support during the workshop preparation and the workshop itself, as well as to Mrs. Saran 
Galdansambuu,  the  School  of  Applied Sciences,  Department  of  Chemical  Technology, 
UB, for her wonderful translation.

Project 43/2014

93



On 4 June 2015, a Memorandum of Understanding has been signed between the Cultural 
Heritage Center, UB (Mr. Galbadrakh Enkhbat, director) and the Institute of Conservation, 
University of Applied Arts Vienna (Prof. Gabriela Krist, head). Mrs. Gudrun Hardiman-
Polross, head of the Cultural Forum of the Austrian Embassy Beijing, and Prof. Brigitte 
Winklehner, former president of the Eurasia Pacific Uninet, were also present.

On 5 June 2015 both members of the 
Institute  of  Conservation,  Prof. 
Gabriela  Krist  and  Dr.  Tatjana 
Bayerova,  witnessed  the  ceremony  of 
signing  the  contract  of  the  Eurasia 
Pacific  Uninet´s  membership  of  the 
Mongolian State University of Arts and 
Culture, UB, which was signed by Dr. 
Erdenetsogt  Sonintogos,  rector  of  the 
university,  and  Prof.  Dieter  Rausch, 
president of the EPU.

Both  signed  documents  are  the  first  step  of,  hopefully,  long  term  partnership  of  the 
institutions involved and will be a base for joint cultural and educational activities.
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Joint Workshop on Natural Product Research – Opportunities and 
Challenges

Partners: National University of Mongolia
   China Academy of Chinese Medical Sciences, Beijing

Venue:    Ulaanbaatar
Time:      28 May – 06 June 2015
Contact:  Prof. Dr. Adelheid Brantner
   Karl- Franzens University Graz, Austria

The first stop of Prof. Brantner and Prof. Winklehner on the way to Mongolia was Beijing. 
Prof. Brantner met with Prof. Bian Baolin and his group to discuss the results they have 
obtained in  their  common TCM research project.  Prof.  Winklehner  met  with  Mr.  Pan 
Fangfang, Director General and Mr. Ji Xiaozhe, Deputy Director of the Beijing Municipal 
Education Commission. In her function as Advisor for International Affairs she was asked 
to  organize  a  visit  for  a  high  ranked  delegation  of  the  Beijing  Municipal  Education 
Commission  together  with  representatives  of  universities  of  Beijing  in  Austria  in 
September  2015.  Prof.  Winklehner  also  visited  the  Beijing  International  Studies 
University because there is great interest to establish an Austrian Center. Prof. Winklehner 
was also speaking with Prof. Cao Hongxin from the State Administration of TCM about 
the cooperation in TCM between China and Austria. Another meeting took place with Prof 
Ke Yang, Executive Vice President of the Peking University, to discuss the cooperation 
between Austrian and Chinese scientists at the Sino-Austrian Biomarker Research Center.  
Prof.  Brantner  and  Prof.  Winklehner  also  met  with  Dr.  Regina  Figl,  Deputy  Head of 
Mission in the Austrian Embassy in Beijing, to introduce their activities in China.

On June  3,  2015 Prof  Brantner  and Prof.  Winklehner  transferred  to  Ulaanbaatar.  The 
Austrian Days from June 1-8, 2015 were organized by the city of Ulaanbaatar and the 
Austrian  Embassy  in  Beijing,  Austria  Cultural  Forum,  and  Eurasia  Pacific  Uninet  to 
introduce Austrian culture and science to the Mongolian population. Therefore Austrian 
classical musicians and dancers as well as scientists of different fields went to Ulaanbaatar 
to perform a program in cooperation with Mongolian artists and scientists. There was a 
Vienna  night  in  the  opera  house  in  Ulaanbaatar  as  well  as  dancing  and  music 
performances  in  the  course  of  the  city  festival  on  the  main  square  of  Ulaanbaatar. 
Additionally a scientific program was presented which included the joint workshop on 
natural  product  research.  All  together  three  workshops  on  the  following  topics  were 
organized: 
* Workshop Traditional  Medicine „Aspects  of  Mongolian Traditional  Medicine 
and its possibilities for future development” on June 4, 2015 at the National University of 
Mongolia. Organizer: Prof. Dr. Adelheid Brantner, University of Graz. About 20 scientists 
participated in the workshop about Traditional Medicine. The plenary lecture was given 
by Prof. Dr. Narantuya Samdan on the topic “WHO Strategies on Traditional Medicine 
and Mongolian Traditional Medicine”. Prof. Brantner gave a lecture on “Modern approach 
to  quality  assurance  of  traditional  herbal  medicines”.  Lectures  on  different  aspects  of 
traditional herbal medicine were followed by an intensive discussion on the topic and a 
fruitful exchange of ideas. 
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During  her  stay  in  Ulaanbaatar  Prof.  Winklehner  also  met  representatives  of  the 
Mongolian Academy of Sciences and Prof Lkhagvasuren Tsrenkhuu from the Mongolian 
Academy of Medical Sciences for talks.

* Workshop „Cultural Heritage and Conservation Science“(with a theoretical and 
a  practical  part)  on  June  4-5,  2015 at  the  Center  of  Cultural  Heritage,  Ulaanbaatar. 
Organizers: Prof.Dr.Gabriela Krist and Dr.Tatjana Bayerova, Institute of Conservation, 
University  of  Applied  Arts,  Vienna.  Additionally  a  bilateral  agreement  for  future 
cooperation was signed by the two institutions.

* Workshop  „The  Experience  of  Higher  Education  Reform  and  University 
Governance“on June 6, 2015 at the Mongolian University of Science and Technology. 
Organizer: Prof.Dr.Brigitte Winklehner, Founder and Former President of Eurasia-Pacific 
Uninet.  About  50  participants  from  different  Mongolian  Universities  attended  the 
workshop. After the open remarks by Prof. Dr. Ch. Baasandash, the Vice President of 
Research  and  Innovation  Affairs  of  the  Mongolian  University  of  Science  and 
Technology, Prof. Winklehner delivered a speech about “Experience and results of the 
Austrian university reform”. The participants showed great interest in the topic which 
finally was leading to an intensive discussion also focusing on the financial situation of 
the universities. The event served as a dialogue platform which finally led to the wish for 
another conference on this topic in 2016 with representatives of the Austrian Ministry of 
Science, Research and Economy and the Austrian University Conference.
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Presentation of a Poster Exhibition on the Occasion of 250 Years 
Veterinary University of Vienna

The  Poster  exhibition  was  received  from  the  University  of  Veterinary  Medicine  and 
organised by Eurasia Pacific Uninet. Prof Wolf-Dieter Rausch presented the exhibition at 
the Mongolian University of Sience and Technology in Ulan Batar.
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Management  of  Plant  Microbe  Interactions  (Chickpea-Thizobia 
Symbiosis)

Partners: National University of Uzbekistan
Venue:    Tashkent
Date:        16 June, 2013 – 30 September, 2014
Contact:  Prof. Dr. Gabriele Berg TU Graz, Austria

We started our activities in 2014; however due to the election in Uzbekistan in this year, it 
was not possible to meet each other there. Therefore, our official meeting took place in 
July 2015.
In 2014, we were permanently in contact via email, discussed the experimental design, 
results as well as manuscripts. 
In 2015, the main meeting took place in Tashkent. In detail, the following meetings were 
performed and the yielded in the following plans and joint projects. The main activities 
were done with our project leader:

Dr. Dilfuza Egamberdiyeva (National University of Uzbekistan):
• Two  publications  (already  in  the  final  stage)  were  discussed:  1)  Synergistic 
interactions  between  Bradyrhizobium japonicum  and  Stenotrophomonas  rhizophila  and 
their effects on crops under salt stress, 2) Rhizosphere bacterial communities on plants 
grown under saline conditions near Aral Sea
• New activities  were  planned:  1)  work on medicinal  plants  from Uzbekistan,  2) 
molecular ecology joint projects, 3) Habilitation of Dr. Egamberdiyeva at TU Graz
• A Joint Center for Microbial Biodiversity Austria-Uzbekistan will be established.

In addition, we meet the following scientists In Taskent:
Prof.  Murtezaeva Rahbaron National  University 
of Uzbekistan
President  of  Woman  Scientist  Organisation  of 
Usbekistan
Dr.  Dieber  Muhametovan  expert  of  centre  of 
monitoring executive and scientific institutions
• A  joint  meeting  was  planned  in  Graz  to 
connect female scientists from both countries.

Dr. Botir Haitov University of Agriculture
• Cooperation on field of biological control was 

planed; next ÖAD-funded stay can take place in Graz.

In addition, a sampling tour to collect medicinal plants was performed. 
All publications and abstracts from our work will be published under the Eurasia-Pacific 
UNINET logo.

Figure 1: Prof. Gabriele Berg, Dr. Dilfuza Egamberdiyeva and Dr. Dieber Muhametovan in 
Tashkent
Figure 2: Field site
Figure 3: Medicinal plant Salvia spec.
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Urban Development in Beijing Using Ecosystem Services to 
Provide Urban Comfort and to Reduce Risks

Partners:  Captial Normal University Beijing
   East China Normal University, Shanghai
   Southwest University for Nationalities, Chengdu

Venue:    Beijing, China
   Chengdu, China

Date:   14 May – 24 May, 2015
Contact:  Prof. Jürgen Breuste;
   University of Salzburg, Austria

The  management  of  urban  ecosystems  is,  and 
will continue to be, a key challenge for Asia and 
Europe. The conflicts of urban development have 
intensified  due  to  lack  of  knowledge  and 
management  capacity  and because  of  too little 
understanding  of  the  complex  interactions 
between  the  natural,  built  and  socio-economic 
systems. The existing fragmented knowledge of 
the  relationships  between  the  mega-urban 
development,  its  effects  like  climate  changes, 
and ecosystem services has been insufficient for 
policy  makers  and  scientific  community. 

Particularly, there isn’t any sort of ‘digest’ of valuation so that hidden values of urban 
green (particularly  in  relation to  climate  regulation)  as  ecosystem service  are  properly 
accounted in urban planning. It had been difficult to realistically instigate long-term plans 
towards the inclusion of the process of ecosystem services as a meaningful component of 
sustainable urban development. The working group Urban and Landscape Ecology from 
the Department of  Geography and Geology at  the University of  Salzburg aims to join 
efforts  in  the  enhancement  of  higher  education  (teaching  and  training)  on  urban 
environmental planning and management challenges together with the colleagues from the 
Capital Normal University Beijing. Jointly the partners aimed to develop and conduct an 
International Symposium on ‘Urban Development in Beijing Using Ecosystem Services to 
Provide  Urban  Comfort  and  to  Reduce  Risks’ that  shall  reflect  Asian  and  European 
perspective  related  to  this  issue  and  help  to  exchange  experiences,  give  inspiration  to 
future oriented teaching and enable the preparation of joint curricula.
The  joint  partners  East  China  Normal  University  (EPU),  Shanghai,  Capital  Normal 
University Beijing (EPU), University Salzburg (EPU) agreed to organize the symposium 
together in a consortium with the University of Geosciences which was very interested to 
join the partnership an had the best venue to perform the event. Dr. Miaomiao Xie became 
the local organizer. She was already guest scientist in Salzburg in the team of Prof. Breuste 
in  2013-14.  Dr.  Yonghua  Su  from  Capital  Normal  University  Beijing  was  unable  to 
participate as planned because he was during the event still for a year in the USA. 
The consortium also agreed to extend the partnership in education on urban ecosystem 
management in the next year’s Summer School in Shanghai, planned for 11-154 July 2016. 
They  also  agreed  to  extend  the  cooperation  to  research  aspects  and  to  include  the 
Architecture and Urban Planning Department of Southwest University for Nationalities, 
Chengdu (Prof. Zhao Bing, EPU Partner University) and the Landscape Architecture 



Department  of  Tsinghua  University  Beijing.  Together  research  sites  were  selected  in 
Beijing and Chengdu for further cooperative research. 

Prof. Jürgen Breuste and Dr. Iris Breuste, both University Salzburg, had a first contact 
visit for developing the cooperation on the subject urban ecosystem service management 
in Chendgu (14-20 May) to investigate possible research sites in the urban and peri-urban 
area of Chengdu. From 20 to 24 May they stayed in Beijing for the preparation of the 
symposium, for the symposium itself and the selection of research sites in Beijing. Both, 
the selection of  research sites  in  Chengdu and Beijing and the symposium were very 
successful.  The  targeted  effect  of  the  symposium,  the  deepening  of  the  cooperation 
between  researchers  and  planners  was  successfully  started.  More  than  50  participants 
discussed  with  10  presenters  from  research  and  planning  from  different  Chinese 
institutions about urban ecological development on the Beijing case. All agreed further to 
cooperate and to develop the discussion in further meetings, e.g. next year in Shanghai 
(SURE World Conference). 
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International Conference on e-Democracy and Open Government 
Asia 2014

Partners: City University of Hong Kong, China
  Yonsei University, Seoul, South Korea

Venue:    City University of Hong Kong
Date:       1 December – 8 December, 2014 
Contact:  Dr. Alois Paulin
   Vienna University of Technology

During the first week of 
December  2014,  the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Conference  for  e-
Democracy  and  Open 
Government  Asia  2014 
took  place  at  the  City 
University  of  Hong 
Kong, supported by the 
E u r a s i a  P a c i fi c 
UNINET.  Delegates  of 
the  Austrian  EPU 
UNINET  partners 
Vienna  University  of 
Technology  (Alois 

Paulin), Danube University Krems (Michael Sachs) and the University of Vienna (Sahar 
Sahebdivani) attended the conference with the aim to pursue networking activities. The 
venture was further seen as a crucial enabler for establishing future collaborations between 
Austrian and East Asian institutions in research and technological cooperation.
On December 6th, a separate workshop was held, organized by Alois Paulin and Sahar 
Sahebdivani,  on  which  future  scientific  and  research  collaborations  amongst  the 
conference  attendees  were  discussed.  The  workshop  featured  discussions  on  digital 
government  foundations,  citizen  self-organization,  and  advanced  challenges  of  digital 
government beyond iterative approaches. As a conclusion of the workshop, a symposium 
to be held in Vienna in June 2015 was announced.
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The objectives set by the project, namely the networking aspect and potentials for future 
collaborations between Austrian and East Asian EPU UNINET partner organizations, were 
thus achieved to our utmost satisfaction. The excursion was further utilized to widen our 
personal and professional horizons, to gain insights into the vibrant culture of Hong Kong, 
which we visited at a time of noteworthy social dynamics – the participants could realize 
the unique opportunity to witness and observe the Hong Kong umbrella movement and as 
part of the conference learn from first-hand experience about the social complexity of the 
local situation.
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The Austro-Germanic Lieder Tradition

Partners: The Hong Kong Academy of Performing Arts, China
Venue:    Hong Kong, China
Date:   2 September – 12 September, 2014 
Contact:  Prof. Claudia Visca

   Mr. Stephen Delaney
  University of Music and Performing Arts, Vienna

INTRODUCTION
The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts, established in 1984, is a leading tertiary 
institution in performing arts in Asia.   It offers undergraduate education and postgraduate 
studies in Dance, Drama, Film and Television, Music, Theatre and Entertainment Arts and 
Chinese Opera.   Its philosophy reflects the cultural diversity of Hong Kong, as a melting 
pot of Chinese and western music traditions.
The Hong Kong Academy of Performing Arts and the University of Music and Performing 
Arts Vienna are partner universities. 
We, Univ. Prof. Claudia Visca and Senior Lecturer Stephen Delaney, were invited by Prof 
Nancy Yuen, the head of vocal studies at the HKAPA, to conduct a series of master-classes 
dedicated to the Austro-Germanic Lieder tradition. This week of masterclasses was open to 
students of singing and piano. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The union of words and music in German Lied is one the highest art forms in the western 
music tradition,
the successful interpretation of these works depends on multiple factors:

• Solid vocal and pianistic technical skills
• An understanding of text and an analysis of poetry 
• Knowledge of the rules of diction and the execution thereof
• An acute awareness of the interdependence between singer and pianist
• An understanding of romantic style
• The development of an authentic and believable presentation through the artistic 
personalities of both singer and pianist

COURSE STRUCTURE
We always taught as a team., and both vocal technical and piano technical issues as well as 
interpretation were addressed. 

On Monday September 8 the week of master-classes began. This session was dedicated to 
5 vocal students.  Mr. Wei-En Hsu, repetiteur on staff at the HKAPA, accompanied the 
students. All students in the session were master’s students, and they performed works by 
Franz  Schubert,  Johannes  Brahms,  Robert  Schumann  and  Richard  Strauss.  Issues 
concerning  diction,  interpretation  and  understanding  of  the  text  were  addressed.  The 
students were well prepared and were open to the ideas that were presented to them. 
The remaining days (Tuesday was a public holiday) were dedicated to working with both 
singing and piano students. This was a new experience for the students and according to 
Prof Nancy Yuen there is not a strong tradition in accompanying at the HKAPA.
The  openness  with  which  both  singing  students  and  piano  students  responded  to  our 
teaching was refreshing. 
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The feedback we received from both staff and students was very positive and the wish was 
expressed to continue this collaboration in the future.
 

We  endeavoured  to  address  all  issues  concerning  the  successful  rendition  of  a  Lied. 
Attention was given to technical issues for both singers and pianists. Perhaps the biggest 
challenge  was  the  imparting  of  good  music  making  between  singer  and  pianist.  We 
concentrated on making both singer and pianist aware of each other’s part. For example in 
the famous Lied “Gretchen am Spinnrade” it was satisfying for us to see the improvement 
in the combined music making when singer and pianist became aware of the notion and 
the  spinning  wheel  and  the  regular  rhythmic  pattern  in  the  left  hand  of  the  piano 
representing  the  spinning wheel’s  pedal.  The singing students  began to  appreciate  the 
importance of really understanding their texts and the pianists became aware in these few 
days of their importance in creating atmosphere and colours from the piano that reflected 
the text and the themes of the Lieder they we performing.
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Intensive program for students of music from Mongolia in Vienna

Partners: Mongolian State University of Arts and Culture
Venue:    Vienna
Date:   2015
Contact:  Prof. Beverly Blankenship 

  University of Music and Performing Arts Vienna
My heartfelt thanks to  Eurasia Pacific Uninet and the Österreichisches Kulturforum Peking  for 
supporting the visit of Bat erdene at the MDW, Institut 9 in Penzing.
Here my impressions and suggestions regarding Bat and future co-operations the university in 
Ulaanbataar.
 
1. Our Mongolian Student Bat Erdene has a very beautiful voice. Everybody who heard him was 
entranced and wanted to help him. He has a good chance of a career in Europe, if he can improve 
his language skills.
 2.  The agent I organised to hear him, Esther Schollum, was very impressed and offered him a 
small role at the Oper Gars am Kamp Festival in 2016. She sees potential in him, just as I had 
hoped. I hope that Esther Schillum will contact Bat and the university with an offer of work in 
Gars am Kamp in the summer of 2016.
 3.  This job in Gars in summer 2016 will give him a chance to spend the coming year improving 
his language skills. Without improved language skills he has no chance in Europe. Coming to Gars 
in 2016 will give him a goal and a specific event to work towards.
 4. Esther Schollum recommended Bat for an audition at The Junge Oper Theater an der Wien. The 
director of the Junge Oper praised Bat for his beautiful voice, but strongly critised his language 
skills and therefore would not offer him a contract. Should Bat be able to   improve his Italian, 
French and German - there is another chance for an audition at Junge Oper Theater an der Wien.
 5. The main problem for Mongolian singers in Europe will be language skills. The German in the 
Arias is Russian accented, as well as the Italian. For artistic reasons the university in Ulaanbataar 
needs to set up a programm for the voice students with German and Italian Native speakers -  the 
Goethe  Institute  in  Ulaanbataar,  for  instance,   is  directly  behind  the  Opera  House  and  easily 
accessible. The Goethe Institute offers German for all students! I am sure the same will be possible 
for Italian. English can be learned in the internet - as well as any other language. The singers need 
to understand the necessity of learning these languages!
 6. Without any language to communicate with we had many problems with Bat.  Bat could not 
speak Englisch or German, not one word (!), and he did not seem to want to learn even "Hello". It 
was a nightmare communicating with him and he missed many rehearsals. The music tachers were 
not amused and stopped giving him a chance to work with them after a few missed rehearsals. We 
cannot encourage young people to come to Europe who do not have a few words in an European 
language and do not  seem to understand the necessity of  learning a few words as quickly as 
possible.  And the University in Ulaanbataar MUST understand that  students without language 
skills have no chance in Europe, no matter how beautiful their voices - the competition is too 
great. Do not send students who cannot communicate! I persevered with Bat because of his great 
talent, but anybody less committed would have given up. I hope that I have learned from this 
experience:  To  state  the  absolute  necessity  of  our  guests  being  able  to  speak  enough  in  any 
European  language  to  be  able  to  make  rehearsal  times  and  understand  their  directors  and 
conductors!!!
 7. All in all it ends well. I hope to see Bat in Gars in 2016, ready to audition for the studios of the 
various opera companies. Bat can act very well, he is good looking and understands stage craft. I 
think he has an exceptionally beautiful voice and hope that he will find it in himseld to make good 
use of the opportunities offered to him.
8.  I  also hope that  we can continue supporting talented voice students  from the university of 
Ulaanbataar. I am happy to continue my championship of their beautiful voices!"
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Cultural  Transfer  of  Central  European  Music  Theory  to  China, 
PART II

Partners: The Chinese University of Hong Kong
   Shanghai Conservatory of Music

Venue:    Vienna
Date:   21.March 2015 – 10. April 2015
Contact:  Prof. Gesine Schröder

  University of Music and Performing Arts Vienna

The main accent of the projects second part was given to the investigation of the role of 
the transfer agencies. However, question for the exchange of recent curricula in the music 
theoretical disciplines, especially in its main discipline: harmony stood in the centre of the 
research. 
The participants of the second part were one trio per participating university respectively 
conservatory (Vienna, Hong Kong, and Shanghai), consisting of each a professor and two 
young researchers. Additionally the travel was used to tighten professional contacts in the 
broader Chinese area, in this case with the music department of the National University of 
Taipei.
The activities started with a meeting of the three participants from Hong Kong and the two 
Austrian respectively one German participant at The Chinese University of Hong Kong. 
There the applicant gave a lecture about Hugo Riemann’s concept of musical metre and its 
meaning for the performance practice (2nd of April 2015). Riemann’s more than a century 
old theories are again widely discussed since circa two decades, particularly in the Anglo-
American music theory and thus also in the context of cultures of scientific knowledge, 
which are very British like the Hong Kong one is (see attached document; poster). In a 
following seminar the participants of the project discussed problems of musical exotism 
around the Fin de Siècle. We investigated the use of a Chinese melody for the construction 
of a “pure” minor by Riemann with the example of a funeral march from a collection of 
settings by him. Furthermore we tried to find out the interest, why Igor Stravinsky might 
have opposed a Chinese to a Japanese melody in the sense of a natural and an artificial 
bird’s song. Via which artistic interest did he – a hundred years ago – chose an East Asian 
subjects? Intensive discussions by the participants about this form of orientalism and its 
possible historic reason followed.  
The next  station  of  part  II  of  the  complete  project  “The Cultural  Transfer  of  Central 
European Music Theory to China” was its core piece: a symposium of Chinese-Austrian 
cooperation in Shanghai (7th to 8th of April 2015). Beside the trios from Hong Kong, 
Shanghai and Vienna three other researchers from Shanghai were under the presenters 
(Prof. Jiang Zhiguo, Prof. Gan Bihua, and Chen Lin). We had an unexpected large number 
of  listeners.  The  main  language  of  the  symposium  was  Chinese.  Two  Hong  Kong 
researchers (Prof Cheong and MA Lam) and one from Austria – the applicant – gave their 
lectures in English, each with translations into Chinese. For only the applicant was not 
able to understand Chinese, whispered simultaneous interpretations were offered to her.
Again this time – as during the last meeting – a more general, philosophical respectively 
scientific  theoretical  lecture  was  added,  so  that  the  view  on  the  music  theoretically 
interesting details achieved a broader perspective. Even before the start of the symposium 
(on  6th  of  April)  future  institutional  contacts  (learning  agreements  and  exchange  of 
teachers) between the Shanghai Conservatory and the University for Music and 
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Performing Arts Vienna were intensively prepared. The outline of a 25-volume series of 
books, containing teaching manuals on music theory, was scheduled. After the symposium 
(on 9th of April), some of the participants of the project (Hong Ding, Huang Yu-Chun, 
Laura O. Schröder, Zhou Mingkun and the applicant) met in order to have a fruitful look 
to old teaching materials, which are bewared in the library of the Shanghai Conservatory 
of Music, especially in the area of harmony teaching.
The Chinese University of Hong Kong, the Connotation Construction Project of Shanghai 
Tertiary  Education,  the  Central  Finance  Special  Fund  for  Local  Tertiary  Institutions 
Development and the institute for composition and electro-acoustics at the University for 
Music and Performing Arts Vienna co-financed the project. Beside the travelling costs the 
EPU support was used for translations and interpretations, which were necessary for the 
implementation and documentation of the symposium.
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Heat injury risk to plants on a global scale

Partners: Tribhuvan University, Nepal
Venue:    Kathmandu, Nepal

   Manang, Nepal
Date:   07.May 2016 – 15. May 2016
Contact:  Prof. Gilbert Neuner

  University of Innsbruck

Through the financial support of EPU a kick-off project meeting and first specific steps in 
preparation of the planned project work (Heat injury risk to plants on a global scale) were 
realized  with  the  partners  of  the  participating  institutions  (Gilbert  NEUNER,  LFU 
Innsbruck  and  Giri  Joshi,  Biva  Aryal,  Mohan  Pandey,  Tribhuvan  University)  in 
Kathmandu and Manang, Nepal. 
The EPU project took place from the 7th of May to 15th of May 2016, during the visit of 
Gilbert NEUNER in Nepal. The postponement of the project, which had been planned for 
an earlier point in time, was necessary, because of the catastrophic earthquake, which hit 
Nepal in May 2015. It took place in agreement with the EPU head office. 
As a result of the earthquake, the original plan, in which the tropical and sub-tropical sites 
were in focus, the researches had to be changed to the temperate and sub-alpine research 
sites.   

The EPU project aimed at: (1) Kick-off event and meeting the partners, in particular the 
nepalese PhD candidate Mohan Pandey, who shall carry out his PhD at the LFU (7th-8th 
May 2016), (2) elaboration and editing of the project application for the submission to 
FWF, as well as (3) a local inspection of the projects research sites and alternative sites 
(9th of May – 15th of May 2016) and (4) the installation of temperature data loggers for 
the measurement of the plant population and leaf temperatures (9th of May – 15th of May 
2016).
In addition a revision for a submitted manuscript (Aryal and Neuner, 7th of May 2016) 
was conducted with great success. The publication was accepted and is in print (Aryal 
and Neuner, Variability and Extremes in Leaf Wettability and Run off Properties in Plants 
from Various Habitats, Research & Reviews: Journal of Botanical Sciences, Vol. 5 (2) 
June 2016). 

(1) Kick-off event and meeting the partners
The kick-off meeting took place from the 7th of May – 8th of May 2016. All participants 
were able to present themselves, their goals in this project and their ideas for the planned 
cooperation to the project partners.

(2) Elaboration and editing of the project submission to the FWF.
A FWF  project  submission,  which  should  strengthen  the  existing  connection  to  the 
Tribhuvan University, was evaulated with the C3 score by the FWF. The evaluations were 
positive, one even excellent, but there was a remark of one of the reviewers, which made 
the immediate authorisation impossible. The submission was edited accordingly to the 
advice of the reviewer and will be resubmitted in the near future.
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region Manang was visited to probe possible sites. It became apparent, that, against the 
original plan on Muktinath as site, the region Manang was more cost-effective, more 
secure to reach and at the same time more suitable for the planned research.

(4) Installation of temperature data loggers
In addition temperature data loggers were installed in the Manang region 4100m above sea 
level, which will save temperature data every half an hour for the next 2 years, thereby 
providing profound base for the following research of the plants. Additional temperature 
data loggers will be installed at the beginning of the vegetation period 5000m above sea 
level by the cooperation partners in Nepal. This was not possible at this time, because the 
monsoon rain sets the beginning of the vegetation period even on this altitudes and the 
alpine/nivale plants were still dormant. 

Through EPU project EPU 46/2014 first concrete steps could be made for the planned 
scientific research. 

A further, considerable aspect was the inclusion of a highly qualified nepalese woman. 
Nepal is  at  the beginning of a tedious,  social  change: away from caste system, forced 
marriage and extreme poverty. Women are especially affected. It also merits attention, that 
Biva Aryal will get the opportunity to remain academically active after her PhD studies in 
Innsbruck and her post-doc stay in Japan. Women in Nepal have extrem difficulties to set 
foot in an occupation in Nepal, even with appropriate qualification. Dedicated, educated 
women  like  Biva  Aryal  are  role  models  for  nepalese  girls  and  direct  impulse  and 
foundation for the belief in a future change.   

(3) Local inspection of the research sites of the project and the alternative sites. 
To conduct a successful realization of the planned cooperation project, a local inspection 
of the planned research sites was vital. Whilst the research sites in the tropical regions and 
the subtropics seemed to be ensured (original planning), it became necessary to search for 
an alternative due to multiple difficulties with the flights to Jomsom. Because of that the   
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Scholarships for Member Institutions

Scholarships for Member Institutions in China, Mongolia, the Russian Federation, 
Kyrgyzstan,  Kazakhstan,  Uzbekistan,  Tajikistan,  People’s  Democratic Republic of 
Korea, Republic of Korea, Nepal, Bhutan and India

The Eurasia-Pacific Uninet Scholarship Programme, initiated by the Austrian Council for 
Research  and  Technology  Development  by  special  request  of  the  Austrian  Federal 
Ministry of Education, Science and Culture, was launched in the year 2003 and has been 
funded in recent years exclusively by the Austrian Ministry of Science and Research.

Targets:
•  to  promote  and  financially  support  scientific  projects  carried  out  between  partner 
institutions by highly qualified scientists 
• to enhance short-term teaching at member universities and research institutions in the 
target countries
• to enhance the scientists’ ability to compete in the international scientific community by 
means of study and research visits to partner institutions in the target countries
• to promote industry and economy-related science and research 
• to create closer ties to decision making institutions in the target countries by establishing 
contacts between Austrian institutions of higher education and Austrian companies and 
universities on the one hand, and companies in partner countries, on the other
• to encourage Austrian networking with companies in all the target countries

Eligible Fields of Study / Research: 
• Technical Sciences
• Natural Sciences 
• Medicine 
• Agricultural Science
• Environmental Studies
• Economic Sciences (including Tourism Research)
• Humanities and Social Sciences
• Arts and Music

Programmes
•  research  scholarships  in  Austria  for  Ph.D.  students:  China,  Democratic  People’s 
Republic of Korea, Republic of Korea, Mongolia, the Russian Federation, Kyrgyzstan, 
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Bhutan, Nepal, India
•  research  scholarships  in  Austria  for  Post-Docs:  China,  People’s  Republic  of  Korea, 
Republic  of  Korea,  Mongolia,  the  Russian  Federation,  Kyrgyzstan,  Kazakhstan, 
Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Bhutan, Nepal, India
•  On-Place  scholarships:  to  strengthen  educational  and  scientific  co-operation:  China, 
Mongolia, Kyrgyzstan 
• outgoing scholarships: short term research and teaching activities for Austrian scientists 
at member institutions in the target countries 
•  incoming  scholarships:  short  term  research  and  teaching  activities  in  Austria  for 
scientists from the target countries 
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Requirements for PhD and Post-Doc Applicants

Ph.D. students:
• Master degree
• admittance as Ph.D. student at a member institution of Eurasia-Pacific Uninet 
• high scientific and/or artistic qualification on international level
• good command of written and spoken English and/or German
• recommendation letter by the respective department at the home institution 
• statement of acceptance by an academic supervisor of an Austrian member institution to 
act as advisor and host

Scholarships for Students and Post-Docs 

On-Place scholarships for China: in 2005, the first On-Place scholarships were awarded. 
This  program has been established especially for  students  of  poverty-stricken families 
from the specific western provinces of  the PR China.  The value of  the scholarship is 
decided according to family income and fixed costs of living.
• On-Place scholarships for Mongolia: max. Euro 1.500 per person per year including 
various expenses such as tuition, books, scientific research, accommodation, insurance, 
living costs in Mongolia. Yearly scholarship reports are given by the grand holders
• PhD scholarships: max. Euro 940 per person per month: The scholarship-holder has to 
bare all costs such as air-ticket, accommodation, insurance and living costs in Austria
• Post-Doc scholarships: max. Euro 1,040 per person per month: The scholarship-holder 
has to bare all costs as air-ticket, accommodation, insurance and living costs in Austria

Post-Docs:
• Ph.D. degree
• academic position at a member institution of Eurasia-Pacific Uninet
• high scientific and/or artistic qualification on international level
• good command of written and spoken English and/or German
• recommendation letter by the respective department at the home institution 
•  statement  of  acceptance  by  an  academic  supervisor  of  an  Austrian  member 
institution to act as advisor and host
• statement of employment by the home institution for the period after the grand 
period

There is no age limit for PhD and Post Doc applicants!
 

Selection of Candidates

The universities are asked to pre-select and nominate the best qualified Ph.D. and Post-
Doc candidates. Thereupon, the complete application files have to be forwarded to the 
Eurasia-Pacific Uninet Office in Austria. The final selection of Ph.D. and Post-Doc 
scholarship-holders will be made by Austrian scientists and EPU coordinators.
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Applications 

Applications can only be launched online via the Austrian website: www.grants.at
Any queries can be addressed to your home institution and to the Eurasia-Pacific Uninet 
presidency in Austria:
President Univ.-Prof. Dr. Wolf-Dieter Rausch
Eurasia-Pacific Uninet, Veterinaerplatz 1, 
1210 Vienna, AUSTRIA
E-mail: eurasiapacific@vetmeduni.ac.at

Administration of the Scholarship
All  administrative  procedures  regarding  the  scholarship  are  coordinated  through  the 
Austrian  Agency  for  International  Cooperation  in  Education  and  Research  (OeAD-
GmbH). This includes the following:

• visa concerns
• monthly payment of the scholarship
• accommodation (upon request of scholarship-holder)
• health insurance

Tuition Fees
In the course of their studies the scholarship-holders don’t have to pay tuition fees at the 
hosting institution in Austria.
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Incoming China

PhD Mongolia
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Postdoc Mongolia 

Incoming Mongolia
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Austria Outgoing

Others Kazakhstan
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Salzburg Summer Schools
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Partners: Peking University, China
Fudan University, China

Venue: Peking University, China
Fudan University, China

Date: 15. August 2014 – 14. September 2014
Contact: Mag. Judith Suchanek

China Center, University of Salzburg

The  China  Know-How  Summer 
School  has  been  annually  organized 
(August/September) since 1999 by the 
Chinese Studies Center in cooperation 
with  Eurasia-Pacific  Uninet.  Target 
audiences  are  mainly  students  from 
Austrian universities  and universities 
of applied sciences. 

The  „China  Know-How  Summer 
School  -  Modern  China  Studies  for 
Scientists and Economists“ focused in 
2014  also  on  topics  such  as 
economics,  politics,  law  as  well  as 
cross-cultural management in modern 

China.  The units were conducted in English language at the renowned Peking University, 
Beijing, and Fudan University, Shanghai. In addition, lectures and discussions conducted 
by Austrian trade commissioners, bank experts and others, excursions and visits to joint-
venture companies were also included in this year’s program. 

The summer school was concluded with two exams, one in Peking and one in Shanghai, 
for which 6 ECTS credits could be rewarded at students’ home university. 
The China Know-How Summer School welcomes students from Austrian and German 
universities  and  universities  of  applied  sciences,  employees  preferably  from  an 
international company or working in various commercial departments and simply people 
interested in China.

In 2014, 42 students participated in the Summer School. Starting from 1999 up to 2014 
around  1,100  students  from  Austria  participated  in  this  program  organized  by  the 
University of Salzburg in cooperation with the Eurasia-Pacific Uninet. 

Targets of the Program
• Acquisition of additional qualifications useful for a potential future career in East 
Asia
• Preparing for future trading markets by becoming acquainted with the legal and 
economic system,  labor  and production processes,  social  and environmental  situation, 
culture and living conditions in China
• Obtaining a basic command of the Chinese language  



Participants  from the  following  higher education  institutions  attended  the  China 
Know-How Summer School in 2014:

• Ingolstadt University of Applied Sciences, Germany (14 participants)
• University of Salzburg (8 participants)
• University of Leoben (4 participants)
• Management Center Innsbruck, MCI (4 participants)
• University of Applied Sciences Campus 02 Graz (3 participants)
• University of Innsbruck (3 participants)
• Vienna University of Technology (2 participants)
• University of Vienna (1 participant)
• University of Graz (1 participant)
• University of Applied Sciences Technikum Wien (1 participant)
• Vlerick Leuven Gent Management (1 participant)
 
Scholarship

Students studying at Austrian universities and universities of applied sciences which are 
partner institutions of the Eurasia-Pacific Uninet, had the opportunity to apply for both 
kinds of scholarship listed below

• Eurasia-Pacific Uninet Scholarship amounting to € 500
• Scholarship  from  the  home  university  (the  sum  differs  from  university  to 
university)

Students had the possibility to attend the following lectures at the Peking University:

• China’s Foreign Policy 
• China’s Economy
• China’s Law
• China’s Environmental Challenges
• Chinese Painting
• Chinese Culture
• Chinese Music
• China’s Population
• Chinese Language Classes (4x)

Following Austrian and Chinese experts held lectures at the Peking University: 

• „Doing Business in China – Eine österreichische Perspektive”, Mag. (FH) Vera 
Maier, Deputy Trade Commissioner, Austrian Embassy - Commercial Section
• Mag. Birgit Murr, Head of Office of Science and Technology (OST), Beijing
• “Contemporary China’s Mentality and Economic Setup: Links to History and 
Philosophy”, Mag. Andreas Werner, Former CEO, Raiffeisen Bank International, Beijing
• “Daimler China at a Glance”,  Senior Managers - Antony Ma, Hika Chan, Ted 
Zhang
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At the Fudan University, the China Know-How Summer School participants had the 
pleasure to attend the following lectures as well as visit following companies:

• Chinese History
• Chinese Gender Situation
• Chinese Political System
• Kung Fu and Taiji Practice
• China’s Internet Policy
• Culture and Business Practices in China
• China’s Financial System
• A Brief Introduction to Modern History of China
• „Mittendrin in China‘ - Thesen, Beobachtungen und Beispiele aus fast 20 Jahren“, 
Marcus HERNIG, Head of Goethe-Institute „Villa Kamogawa“ in Kyoto / Intercultural 
Trainer and Consultant
• “B2B Direct Marketing in China”, Oliver LORENZ, CEO at Montfort Advertising 
Shanghai Co., Ltd
• "Intercultural  Issues  in  Business  in  China",  Manfred  Königslehner,  Technical 
Director  Asia  Pacific,  Geberit  Shanghai  Trading  Co.  Ltd.  /  President  of  the  Austrian 
Association Shanghai

• GEBERIT Shanghai Trading Co. Ltd.
• ENGEL MACHINERY Shanghai Co. Ltd.
• SANY Shanghai Co. Ltd.

In addition, a sightseeing program to several places of historic and cultural interest in
Beijing (Tiananmen Square, Forbidden City, Temple of Heaven, Hongqiao market, Peking 
Opera, Kungfu  Show, Great Wall, Lama Temple) and Shanghai (Yu Garden, Historical 
City,  Chinese  Acrobatic  Show,  Shanghai   Museum,  boat  trip  on  the  Huangpu  River, 
Moganshan Road Arts District, trip to Suzhou) were a part of the official schedule.
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We would like to take this opportunity to thank the Embassy Counselor Mag. Birgit Murr, 
Head  of  the  Office  of  Science  and  Technology  in  Beijing,  Ms.  Vera  Maier,  Austrian 
Deputy Trade Commissioner, Austrian Federal Economic Chamber, Beijing, Mr. Andreas 
Werner,  Former  General  Manager,  Raiffeisenbank  International  Branch,  Beijing,   Mr. 
Oliver  Lorenz,  CEO,  Montfort  Advertising  Shanghai,  Mr.  Manfred  Königslehner, 
Technical Director Asia Pacific, Geberit Shanghai Trading Co. Ltd. / President, Austrian 
Association Shanghai, Prof. Markus Hernig, Head, Goethe Institute Kyoto, Japan,  Mr.  
Gero Willmeroth, President - Sales and Service, ANGEL MACHINERY, Shanghai and 
Mr. Antony Ma, Hika Chan and Ted Zhang from DAIMLER/MERCEDES China, as well 
as SANY China for their precious participation in the summer school.

Additionally our special thanks go to our Chinese colleagues from the Peking University, 
Mr. Chen Luanming and Mr. MA Bo as well as to Ms. ZHAO Peiran and Ms. Lucy LIU 
from  the  Fudan  University  for  their  unflagging  commitment  and  support  of  our 
successfully completed summer school.

Herewith,  we  would  also  like  to  express  our  most  felt  gratitude  and  thankfulness  to 
Eurasia-Pacific Uninet for the fruitful cooperation as well as the valuable support over the 
years. 
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International Summer University St. Petersburg

Partners: St. Petersburg University, Russian 
   Federation, Vienna University of Economics and Business, Austria

Venue:    St. Petersburg, Russia
Date:    Sept. 1, 2013 – Sept. 21, 2013

33 students from State Petersburg University, Graduate School of Management (GSOM) 
and 20 students from WU (Vienna University of Economics and Business) attended the 3-
week International Summer University St. Petersburg, which took place from September 1 
to 21, 2013. Some 300 years ago Peter the Great founded St. Petersburg, which nowadays 
is also called „Venice of the North“ due to all its magnificent canals and bridges. Thanks to 
its sea port, St. Petersburg plays a major role in international logistics endeavors. In light of 
this  role,  „Global  Supply Chain Management“ was an appropriate topic for  this  year’s 
academic program. GSOM and WU students participated in the diverse and interesting 
lectures,  worked  jointly  on  the  academic  group  projects  and  engaged  in  social  and 
intercultural activities further enriching the value of this experience.
Two lecturers from WU accompanied and taught the group in Russia. Furthermore, the 
students also had the opportunity to listen to lectures held by three Russian professors from 
GSOM. Two guest speakers gave an introduction into the Russian market and provided 
deeper insights into global supply chain management models and practices.  Aside from the 
academic program, the students had the unique possibility to get a deeper insight into the 
Russian logistics industry through excursions to a logistics company and the port of St. 
Petersburg.

The intercultural exchange component was as important as the academic program. Shortly 
after the arrival, GSOM students organized a welcome evening for their WU 

fellows. Another important  aspect  concerning  the  cross-cultural  learning  experience  
were  the  two International Cultural evenings, one organized by the Austrians and one by 
the Russian students. They both were a big success, contributed to better understanding of 
the  other  culture  and  brought  the  students  closer  together.   In  retrospect,  the  ISU St. 
Petersburg 2014 was a great success for all the participants in various ways. Not only did 
all the participants enhance their repertoire of knowledge on the increasingly important 
theme “Global Supply Chain Management”, but they also got to know a whole new culture 
and developed new personal skills and made new friends.
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